
Nurses fear potential 
closure of hospital’s 

Maternal Care Center
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

A coalition of  maternal care ad-
vocates, midwives and nurses are 
sounding the alarm about what they’re 
fearing as the “impending closure” 
of  the Maternity Care Center at UNC 
Chatham Hospital in Siler City.

The group began to rally around the 

issue and press for action just prior to 
Chatham Hospital Board of  Trustees 
meeting last Tuesday, Aug. 16. At the 
meeting, Eric Wolak, the chief  operat-
ing officer and chief  nursing officer of  
Chatham Hospital, told the nurses and 
others who attended last week’s online 
meeting the MCC is just one nurse 
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Residents voice concern over NCDOT 

roadways for VinFast plant
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Harold 
Haden has seen the impact 
of  Chatham County’s growth 
firsthand. 

His once-quiet property just 
north of  Pea Ridge Road is 
now buzzing with construction 
workers. The trees across the 
street that he once saw from 
his window have been replaced 
by bulldozers and leveling 
equipment.

“It’s literally in my front 
yard,” Haden said. “This is 
going to impact my quality of  
life.”

Haden, who has lived north 
of  Pea Ridge Road for more 
than 25 years, is one of  the few 

people who have already felt 
the burden of  the construction 
from the N.C. Dept. of  Trans-
portation in preparation for 
VinFast, which plans a massive 
electric vehicle manufactur-
ing plant nearby. He said he’s 
already seen increased traffic 
in front of  his property and 
expects to see much more in 
the near future as work in and 
around Triangle Innovation 
Point — the former Moncure 
Megasite — ramps up.  

“It’s all so unknown,” Haden 
said. “Well-intentioned folks 
have given us educated guesses 
of  what they expect to happen, 
but it’s not necessarily what’s 
really going to happen … I’m 
very skeptical that once all the 
growth has happened, there 

will be a dramatic effect on my 
property.”

NCDOT held an open house 
meeting at the Chatham Coun-
ty Agriculture & Conference 
Center on Aug. 16, where resi-
dents saw maps of  the planned 
construction for roads leading 
to the sites of  the facilities for 
recently-announced Chatham 
industries: VinFast and FedEx. 

More than 250 local resi-
dents attended the meeting. 
Some, like Haden, are in the 
direct path of  construction for 
NCDOT. They see the project 
as deeply concerning and 
significantly disruptive to their 
lives; NCDOT says the expand-
ed highway interchanges along 

‘LITERALLY IN MY FRONT YARD’

See VINFAST, page A6

Chatham’s 
unaffiliated 
voters now 

outnumber party 
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

Christine Mayfield has been a registered 
Democrat since she was old enough to cast her 
first ballot. 

Now, at 70, she’s decided to make the switch 
from “D” to “U” — becoming a registered un-
affiliated voter after coming to the conclusion 
that her political party of  choice failed to make 
meaningful change, even when it had power in 
the legislature.

“I wanted to send a signal to both parties 
that I don’t see them as representing my true 
interests,” Mayfield, a Pittsboro resident, told 
the News + Record. “In particular, I wanted to 
signal to the Democrats that I don’t identify 
with the centrist, neoliberal forces that domi-
nate the Democratic Party now. I am 70 years 
old and have been a Democrat since I was 18 
years old, but I am fed up.”  

Following a statewide trend, unaffiliated 
voters like Mayfield now outnumber the num-
ber of  registered Democrats and Republicans 
in Chatham County, according to the most 
recent data from the Chatham County Board of  
Elections. 

The data, released on Aug. 1, shows Chatham 
County with 23,599 unaffiliateds — more than 
its 21,286 registered Democrats and 14,133 regis-
tered Republicans. Pandora Paschal, director 
of  the Chatham County Board of  Elections, 
said the figures headed into November aren’t 
surprising. 

She said across North Carolina, unaffiliated 
voters are the fastest growing group, outpacing 
both parties. Just because they aren’t regis-

A buzzing Chatham Park 
pollinator program looks to 

expand in Pittsboro 
BY MAYDHA DEVARAJAN

News + Record Staff

Tucked off the highway is a com-
munity of  hundreds of  thousands 
at work. 

Their office, near U.S. Hwy. Busi-
ness 64 East, is nestled between 
holly trees and blueberry bushes, 
and their busy schedule keeps 
them confined to a number of  tasks 
at hand — so blink too quickly and 
you might miss an appearance.

Who are these workers? Honey 
bees at Pittsboro’s Water Recovery 
Center. 

The bees are at the heart 
of  a series of  pollinator 
gardens that Chatham 
Park has planned, 
the first of  which 
was installed at the 
WRC last summer. 
A second installation 
with beehives was put 
into place at Mosaic at 
Chatham Park this spring. 

“What we’re trying to do is 
establish these pollination sta-
tions all throughout Chatham 
Park to provide honey bee pol-
lination coverage to the entire 
development,” said Bill Oes-
tereich, a property manager 
with Preston Development, 
Chatham Park’s developers. 

‘A NEVER-ENDING SENSE OF WONDER’

Photo by Bill Oestereich

One of eight hives along with a bee smoker at the pollination 
station at Chatham Park’s Water Recovery Center in Pittsboro.

Siler City’s town manager reflects 
on his first few months on the job

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The town of  Siler 
City has a lot on its plate, which means 

that Hank Raper — 
just three months 
into his new position 
as town manager — 
does, too.

Among his most 
pressing challenges: 
the town has been 
placed under a water 

moratorium by the N.C. Dept. of  
Environmental Quality, complicating 
Siler City’s efforts to attract industries 
to the Chatham-Siler City Advanced 
Manufacturing (CAM) megasite, 
which anticipates landing a large em-
ployer in the coming weeks.

And managing growth where it’s a 
certainty, but infrastructure is limited, 
is just the tip of  the proverbial iceberg 
of  to-dos on Raper’s list.

The News + Record recently spoke 
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N.C. Dept. of Transportation officials held a public input 
session at the Chatham County Agriculture & Conference 
Center last Tuesday. Officials explained the current plans for 
roadway improvements and received feedback about the 
potential housing and community impact of construction.

See BEES, page A7

‘WE WILL FAIL OUR COMMUNITY’
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
• Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with or-
ganizers prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA
• The Chatham County 
Board of Commission-
ers will meet on Wednes-
day, August 24, at the 
Historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in Pittsboro. 
A work session will begin 
at 2 p.m. The regular ses-
sion will begin at 6 p.m. 
Commissioners are also 
scheduled to meet at 1:30 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 29, 
in a special meeting..
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
Sept. 12 in a regular ses-
sion at 7 p.m. at Chatham 
County Agriculture & 
Conference Center.

OTHER
• Siler City Lions Club’s 
special emphasis is on 
helping visually impaired 
and children with child-
hood diabetes. The club 
will be at Old Fashion 
Farmer’s Day on Satur-
day and Sunday, Septem-
ber 3 and 4. Vision and 
hearing tests will be held 
Saturday, and they’ll be 
collecting used children’s 
books, eyeglasses and 
hosting other fundraising 
projects both days.
• Siler City Lions Club 
meetings for the month 
will be held on Tuesdays, 
September 13 and 27, at 
Dry Dock Restaurant, 408 
North Second Avenue. 
• Chatham County Dem-
ocratic Party will host a 
“Chatham Dems Togeth-
er” fundraiser on Friday, 
Sept. 9, at the C.C. Agri-
cultural and Conference 
Center in Pittsboro. The 
evening’s guest speakers 
include N.C. Supreme 
Court Associate Justice 
Anita Earls, N.C. House 
Democratic Leader Rob-
ert Reives, and Dr. Ronda 
Taylor Bullock, a local 
anti-racist educational 
specialist. The festivities 
kick off at 6 p.m. with a 
gumbo meal prepared 
by 401 Main in Carrboro, 
guided by Melton, who 
besides being a musician 

is also a local celebrity 
Cajun chef. Vegan options 
are available. Ticket op-
tions include event only, 
event/dinner, or event/
dessert. All proceeds will 
go to support Chatham 
County Democratic Par-
ty’s 2022 Get Out the Vote 
activities. For more infor-
mation and to purchase 
tickets, visit: ccdpnc.org/
event.  
• The Chatham County 
Parks and Recreation 
Department invites 
community members 
of  all ages to create a 
masterpiece at the second 
annual Sidewalk Chalk 
Festival on Saturday, Sep-
tember 10, (rain date Sep-
tember 11th) at The Park 
at Briar Chapel, located 
at 1015 Andrews Store 
Road, Pittsboro. For more 
information, visit the 
Chatham County Parks 
and Recreation website at 
www.chathamcountync.
gov/parks-rec, or contact 
Mallory Peterson at the 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment at 919-545-8553 
or mallory.peterson@
chathamcountync.gov. 
• Chatham Community 
Library will host a virtual 
film screening of  “Ways 
of  Being Home.” This 
program is free and open 
to the public. Access to 
the virtual screening will 
be available Thursday, 
September 8 through 15 
by visiting: https://www.
wmm.com/virtual-screen-
ing-room/ ways-of-being-
home-watch-page-cha-
tham-community-library. 
A password is required 
at the time of viewing. 
Those who are interest-
ed may contact social.
library@chathamlibrar-
ies.org to request the 
password or for addi-
tional information. The 
library has purchased a 
hard copy of  the film if  
residents who wish to see 
the film miss the virtual 
screening window. Resi-
dents may also visit the 
libraries’ website www.
chathamlibraries.org, or 
contact the Library at 919-
545-8084 or rita.vanduin-
en@chathamlibraries.org 
for information.  

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-

vation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the 
public. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is located in 
the basement and can be 
accessed through the far 
left door facing E. 3rd St. 
Parking available at the 
100 block of  E. 3rd St.
• Tarheel ChalleNGe 
Academy-New London is 
currently accepting ap-
plications for the October 
2022 class. This is a FREE 
educational program for 
accepted applicants, ages 
16-18. ChalleNGe is the 
Choice for Change! For 
more information contact 
Angelina Wilson at 704-
960-9347 or visit our web-
site at https://nc-tcacha-
llenge.org. We offer our 
services to students 
who are not faring well 
in their current school 
setting. Our free program 
includes a 5 ½ month res-
idential phase, followed 
by a 12-month post-res-
idential phase. While 
attending the 5 ½ month 
residential program, our 
students work on the pro-
gram’s core components: 
Academic excellence, 
Life-coping Skills, Lead-
ership and Followership, 
Responsible Citizenship, 
Job Skills, Service to the 
Community, Physical 
Fitness, and Health & Hy-
giene. To refer a student 
or if  you have any ques-
tions, please call/text me 
directly at 704-960-9347 
or email me at angelina.
wilson@ncdps.gov.
• League of Women Vot-
ers to Speak: In honor of  
the 75th Anniversary of  
the League of  Women Vot-
ers of  Orange, Durham 
and Chatham Counties 
(LWVODC), Deborah Ann 
Turner, MD, JD, current-
ly serving as the 20th 
president of  the League 
of  Women Voters of  the 
United States (LWVUS), 
will be coming to Chapel 
Hill.  She will speak at 
The Sonja Haynes Stone 
Center for Black Cul-
ture and History on the 
UNC Campus at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, September 
15. The Stone Center is 
located at 150 South Road, 
Chapel Hill. This program 
is free and open to the 
public. Free parking is 
available at the adjacent 

Bell Tower Parking Deck 
from 5 to 9 p.m.; registra-
tion is required: Register 
via our online calendar: 
https://my.lwv.org/
north-carolina/ orange-
durham-and-chatham-
counties-inc/calendar
• The Silk Hope Ruri-
tans host a Benefit Bingo 
on the first, third, and 
fifth Thursdays of  each 
month. This month’s 
events will be held 
September 1, 15, and 29, 
at the Silk Hope Com-
munity Center. All are 
welcome.
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.
• The Chatham Histor-
ical Museum is open 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. We will be following 
the governor’s directives. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
museum is located in the 

historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the Circle. 
More info at https://cha-
thamhistory.org.
• Second Bloom hours 
are 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
at 630 East St., Pittsboro. 
Credit cards are accept-
ed. All proceeds provide 
support for survivors of  
domestic violence, sex-
ual assault and promote 
community education in 
collaboration with Cha-
tham County.
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, Or-

ange and Alamance coun-
ties meets in Pittsboro 
and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 
919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of  Chatham Mill.

SCOUT NEWS 
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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resignation away from 
needing to close its doors.

No decisions about that 
have been made, but that 
didn’t stop more than 70 
nurses and community 
members from attend-
ing last week’s hospital, 
which was held via Zoom.

The MCC is currently 
the only medical facility 
in Chatham County for 
people to give birth. Since 
it opened two years ago, 
the unit has delivered 
more than 210 babies, but 
has been forced to, on 
occasion, limit its hours 
of  operation because of  
staffing shortages related 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

Currently, the MCC 

is open from 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Wolak said if  
laboring patients come 
after hours they will still 
be cared for until point 
of  discharge.  

The center is operat-
ing with a 35% staffing 
vacancy rate. To combat 
the vacancies, the MCC 
has utilized traveling 
nurses who rotate be-
tween hospitals within 
the UNC Health network, 
the hospital has also used 
nurses from outside that 
network as short-term 
solutions. Without those 
nurses, the MCC would 
have a vacancy rate of  
close to 44%, according to 
Wolak. 

These operations rep-
resent an improvement 
from where the hospital 
was a year ago, Wolak 

said. In November 2021, 
the MCC was only oper-
ating Monday through 
Thursday. Wolak said 
the center needs at least 
two nurses per shift to 
operate and ensure safety 
in baby delivery. 

UNC Chatham Hospital 
was recently identified as 
a Critical Access Hospi-
tal — meaning it receives 
federal funding to ensure 
it remains open. The CAH 
designation is designed 
to reduce the financial 
vulnerability of  rural hos-
pitals and improve access 
to healthcare by keeping 
essential services in rural 
communities.

Recent trends, how-
ever, show nationwide 
closures of  labor and 
delivery units, like the 
MCC across the country. 
In North Carolina, eight 
rural maternity care 
units have closed since 
2017. 

The Chatham MCC 
is especially valuable 
because of  the people it 
serves. Despite Census 
numbers showing that 
Chatham County is 
82% white, 88.8% people 
delivering through the 
MCC are people of  color, 
according to data from 
UNC Chatham Hospital.

Current state of flux
Last week’s meeting 

left more questions than 
answers for some nurses 
at the MCC. 

One of  those frustrat-
ed nurses was Fareedat 
Oluyadi. She wrote a let-
ter to Chatham Hospital 
President Jeffrey Strick-
ler sharing her concerns 
this week. The letter was 
cosigned by more than 
60 community members 
— many of  whom were 
nurses or doctors in ma-
ternal care — and shared 
shared during the public 
comment period at the 
Chatham County health 
board’s meeting held 
Monday night.

“It is with deepest 
fervor that we write in 
protest of  the impending 
closure of  the Maternity 
Care Center (MCC) at 
UNC Chatham Hospi-
tal,” the letter said. “We 
are voicing our concern 
as not only healthcare 
workers of  the maternity 
care center, but also as 
representatives of  the 
community we serve and 
are committed to caring 
for.” 

The MCC doesn’t reg-
ularly share updates be-
fore the Board of  Health, 
but they were asked to do 
so because of  public con-
cern following last week’s 
trustees’ meeting. 

“The board of  health 
invited them to provide 

an update given ques-
tions that were coming 
up around the MCC,” 
Mike Zelek, director of  
Chatham County Pub-
lic Health Department, 
told the News + Record. 
“They were added to 
the agenda before the 
Hospital Board meeting 
last week. While there 
haven’t been regularly 
scheduled updates, there 
have been presentations 
to the Board of  Health 
about the MCC in the 
past, especially as it was 
coming to fruition.”

Oluyadi’s letter con-
cluded with a call to ac-
tion asking the hospital 
to commit to a morato-
rium on the decision to 
close the MCC. Nurses 
called for engagement 
with the community 
and for the hospital 
to do everything in its 
power to keep the cen-
ter open. 

At Monday’s health 
board meeting, however, 
Strickler characterized 
the urgency of  the letter 
as “misinformation,” re-
iterating that no decision 
had been made about the 
MCC’s future.

Strickler also an-
nounced the creation of  
a community task force, 
which would embark on 
a 60-day investigation 
into the long-term via-
bility of  the MCC. The 
task force will consist of  
17 members, each from 
different community 
health organizations; 
the members of  the task 
force have not been an-
nounced. 

While the center will 

remain open for the 
time being, Strickler 
did say staffing short-
ages are hurting the 
department. The MCC 
had three nurses resign 
in July, which makes a 
significant impact to a 
staff of  11 total nurses 
who don’t work remote-
ly, but must work on-
site. He also said since 
the clinic opened two 
years ago, turnover has 
created ongoing staffing 
shortages.

Based on exit inter-
views conducted by 
UNC Chatham Hospital, 
nurses are leaving the 
MCC for a variety of  
reasons including taking 
other travel assignments 
— positions which typ-
ically pay much higher 
compensation rates — or 
transferring to different 
hospitals. 

Strickler said exit in-
terview data did not show 
systemic problems within 
the hospital that led to 
MCC nurse resignations. 

Nurses who have 
seen the resignations 
firsthand, however, call 
the consistent turnover 
“nothing short of  heart-
breaking.”

Oluyadi said she felt 
unseen, silenced and 
powerless in a clinic she 
believed has the neces-
sary resources and power 
to sustain itself. 

“The impending 
closure of  the unit is a 
hazardous event with 
rippling adverse out-
comes,” Oluyadi’s letter 
said. “If  we do not fight 
against this passivity 
— the ideas that things 
will continue working 
themselves out — we 
will fail our communi-
ty.” 

Oluyadi was joined by 
members of  local healthy 
equity organizations — 
Equity for Moms and 
Babies Realized Across 
Chatham (EMBRACe) 
and Community Orga-
nizing for Racial Equity 
(CORE). Jean Medearis 
Costillo, an EMBRACe 
member, told the Board 
of  Health the MCC is 
critical to Chatham 
County because of  its 
rural geography. 

“The MCC came about 
as part of  a need iden-
tified and supported by 
many agencies,” Costello 
said. “And just like other 
problems, the answer to 
this problem isn’t always 
in the hallways of  one 
agency. It sits in the space 
between our agencies 
— in the collaborative 
space.”

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brap-
paport@chathamnr.com 
or on Twitter @b_rappa-
port. 
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tered to a particular party, 
however, doesn’t mean they 
don’t lean one way or another, 
Paschal said. 

“It really only matters in the 
primary,” she told the News + Re-
cord. “[Unaffiliated voters] have 
been rising ever since I took over 
as director in 2016. As long as I 
can remember it’s been trending 
up throughout the state.”

Increased polarization 
leads to pushback 

One reason more people may 
be registering as unaffiliated as 
opposed to choosing a politi-
cal party is due to increased 
polarization. According to a 
2020 study from Brown Univer-
sity, polarization in the U.S. is 
accelerating much faster than 
in other countries. 

The study found that in 
1978, the average American 
rated the members of  their 
own political party 27 points 
higher than members of  the 
other major party. By 2016, 
Americans were rating their 
own party 45.9 points higher. In 
that time polarization had also 
risen in Canada, New Zealand 
and Switzerland but to a lesser 
extent. In the U.K., Australia, 
Germany, Norway and Swe-
den, polarization decreased.

The U.S. is a unique case and 
North Carolina is no exception. 
Chatham County Republican 
Party Chairperson Terry 

Schmidt agrees. He said he 
believes more people are regis-
tering as unaffiliated voters on 
the local level because of  that 
perceived polarization. 

“One of  the reasons people 
are leaning unaffiliated right 
now is because their percep-
tions, driven by the major 
media news organizations, is 
that both political parties are 
too extreme,” Schmidt said. 
“People want to be able to pick 
and choose their candidates.”

The News + Record queried 
readers about why they chose 
to switch their registrations to 
unaffiliated; many said they 
agreed with Schmidt. They 
said the parties are becom-
ing too polarized, and voting 
“straight ticket” isn’t as appeal-
ing as it once was.

“I don’t want the party 
telling me who to vote for,” said 
Siler City resident George Fow-
ble. “I’m a Conservative. That 
being said there are people I 
view as Conservatives in the 
Democratic party, though right 
now it’s hard to find them. I 
still want the choice of  picking 
from either party. That to me is 
the American way.”

Several readers said they re-
cently changed their registra-
tion because they see neither 
party as making effective prog-
ress; nowadays, they’re more 
inclined to vote for candidates 
on either side of  the aisle. 

‘No such thing as 
unaffiliated’

As November draws nearer, 

Schmidt said he isn’t looking 
at unaffiliated voters as swing 
votes. He said he believes most 
unaffiliated voters usually have 
their minds made up when 
they step in the voting booth. 

Liz Guinan, the director of  
the Chatham County Dem-
ocratic Party, agreed with 
Schmidt. She said a big reason 
people choose to be unaffiliated 
in North Carolina is because 
voters can choose which party 
to vote in for primary elections.

“There really is no such 
thing as unaffiliated,” Guinan 
said. “Your values are always 
your values and you’re going to 
vote your values. Those don’t 
typically change just because 
you went from Democrat to 
Unaffiliated or vice versa.”

N.C. is considered a partial-
ly closed primary state. This 
means state law permits politi-
cal parties to choose whether to 
allow unaffiliated voters to par-
ticipate in their nominating con-
tests before each election cycle. 
In this type of system, parties 
may let in unaffiliated voters, 
while still excluding members 
of opposing parties. This system 
gives the parties more flexibility 
from year to year about which 
voters to include.

Guinan said the increasing 
number of  unaffiliated voters 
isn’t a concern because neither 
major party sees unaffiliated as 
conflating with swing voters. 
She said parties pay more 
attention to surveys and data 
that show values, more than 
voter registration totals.

People change their affilia-

tions for a litany of  reasons. 
Several readers who reached 
out to the CN+R said they 
switched from Republican to 
Unaffiliated in the wake of  
the Jan. 6 riot in Washington, 
D.C. Others said they switched 
from Democrat to Unaffiliated 
because they lost belief  in the 
party’s ability to govern well.

“Both parties have gotten 
too extreme,” said Sue Crook, 
a reader who reached out. 
“Eighty percent of  America is 
not extreme right or left wing, 
yet our representatives vote to 
the extreme every time. It is 
ridiculous.”

Every election is local
Schmidt said party affilia-

tion and registration is often 
tied to national issues, but 
he believes every election is 
local, regardless of  who is on 
the ballot. He said regardless 
of  party, most people care 
about having good schools, 
clean water and putting 
enough food on the table — all 
policies that get predominant-
ly created and approved on a 
local scale.  

“A lot of  people are trying to 
put [former president Donald] 
Trump on the ballot in one way 
or another,” Schmidt said. “He 
is not on the ballot. We need to 
focus on local issues — school 
excellence, housing, water, the 
environment, growth, new in-
dustry — unaffiliateds should 
know that’s what our party 
stands for.”

He said voters need to 
understand issues that impact 

the individual, then choose 
the candidate based on if  they 
align with personal values.  

Guinan agreed. She said 
all elections matter, even if  
the candidates lack big name 
recognition. For the upcoming 
November election, Chatham 
County Democrats are prior-
itizing their efforts on “mid-
term skippers,” or people who 
ordinarily wouldn’t vote in the 
midterm election. 

“We want those skippers 
to be a lot more energized to 
come out and vote,” Guinan 
said. “We are doing everything 
we can to get the candidates 
out there. We want everyone 
to sit down, shake hands and 
get to know this year’s candi-
dates.”

Voter registration for the up-
coming election closes on Oct. 
14 with early voting set to begin 
Oct. 20. For more information 
on November’s midterm elec-
tion, visit the Chatham County 
Board of  Elections website, 
www.chathamcountync.gov/
government/departments-pro-
grams-a-h/elections. Voters 
must complete a Voter Regis-
tration Application and mail 
or deliver it to the elections 
office at least 25 days prior to 
an election. 

The News + Record plans 
to host two local candidate 
forums, one in September and 
another in October.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 
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If we do not fight against this passivity 
— the ideas that things will continue 
working themselves out — we will fail our 
community.

FAREEDAT OLUYADI, nurse at UNC Chatham  
Hospital Maternal Care Center

Sponsored by

Join Us for our first 

After-Hours Club Meeting!

What is Rotary? What do Rotarians do? We’re 
so glad you asked! We invite you to join us for 

an informal gathering so you can meet local 
members, learn about our service projects, 

& how we’re making an impact in 
our community & worldwide.

Thursday, September 15 @ 5:30pm 
Red Moose Brewing Company

90 East St., PBO

Chatham County Farm Bureau’s 
“Food Drive for Chatham Raffle”
at Silk Hope Old-Fashioned Farmers’ 
Days September 3rd and 4th, 2022

Prizes donated by Chatham Co. Farm Bureau, 
Lutterloh Trucking, Hickory Mountain Upland 

Preserve, Quality Equipment in Pittsboro, 
Southern States, Liquidambar Gallery and Gifts, 

Guiding Hand Woodturning, 2911 Boutique, 
Tractor Supply, Pittsboro Feed/Pittsboro Pet 
Supply, Liberty Farm and Garden, Country 

Farm and Home, San Felipe Siler City, Siler City 
Country Club, Best Foods and others.

Chatham County Farm Bureau 
will provide raffle tickets in 

exchange for food:
- 5 cans of food or $5 
donation for 1 ticket.

- $20 donation for 5 tickets.
All food and money collected will be divided 
between Chatham’s CORA food pantry and 

West Chatham Food Pantry.
RAFFLE PRIZES INCLUDE A BLACKSTONE 
GRILL, LOAD OF GRAVEL AND BIRD HUNT 
AS A GRAND PRIZE AND OTHER PRIZES.

*Prizes to be given away hourly*

You do not have to be present to win. 
You may get tickets at the Chatham County 

Farm Bureau office or at Old Fashioned 
Farmers Day.



Start of school unlike any 
other time of the year

At the risk of  stating the obvious, 
it’s that time of  year again. Unless 
you’re involved in a year-round 

school, students 
have or will be 
heading to class-
rooms around 
the time you read 
this.

For some, it’s 
back to school; for 
others, it’s a first-
time. Some will go 
with a clear goal 

while others may be not so sure. 
Some are excited; others ... well, 
you know.

It’s been a short summer. Always 
is, especially if  you’re young. All 
across the land there are shrieks 
and cries and moans and groans as 
the start of  the year nears ... and 
that’s just from the teachers and 
staff.

Reminds me of  the story of  the 
mother who came to her son’s 
bedroom door on the first day of  
school for the new year. He hadn’t 
arisen despite her repeated pleas 
and threats that he was going to be 
late getting there.

Again and again she knocked 
on the door and called to him and 
threatened to pour cold water on 
his noggin and all manner of  other 
things designed to get him out of  
bed, all to no avail. Finally she 
stood in the doorway and yelled at 

the top of  her lungs, “Young man, 
you get up ... right now!”

“Why, Mama?” he pleaded.
“Well, for one thing,” she said, 

“it’s almost 8 o’clock and I’ve got 
your breakfast ready. For anoth-
er, you’re 42 years old and for the 
third, you’re the only principal the 
school has.”

The farther away I get from that 
first day of  the year the more I see 
it with rose-colored glasses. It’s 
been awhile since those days for 
me, for either the 3rd grade or the 
third time I was a freshman in col-
lege. Still, no matter what, I think 
there’s something good and needed 
about the start of  the year and it 
has to do with starting over.

Seems like the older I become the 
more I need or think I need to start 
over on some things ... sometimes 
lots of  things. And that’s what the 
new school year means.

It means you can forget the 
unfinished plans, the unrealized 
dreams and the mistakes and 
downsides of  the previous year. Of  
course, conversely it means you 
can remember the good stuff and 
that’s good because you can build 
on that. It’s sort of  like I couldn’t do 
multiplication until I learned the 
numbers.

And I know it’s a different world 
today but, to me, there’s something 
really beneficial about the social 
dimension of  back to school. When 

I was a young boy, about the time 
dinosaurs were roaming the earth, 
I wanted to start the new school 
year. One reason was to learn in 
whose room I would be laboring. 
Would it be “The Teacher from the 
Black Lagoon” or would it be Pearl 
Pureheart?

And with which of  my run-
ning buddies would I be sharing 
the year? Would this be the year 
I push the envelope too far or 
would it be the one where I finally 
learned not only some English 
and history and math but also 
some sense?

So while the details may change 
somewhat the principles remain 
close to the same. And as the 2022-
23 academic year gets underway, 
wish your students well, think kind 
thoughts about and say a prayer for 
the teachers and find a way, even if  
you’re not a student, to go back to 
school this year.

Especially if  it’s the school of  
life.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham 
County and retired long-time man-
aging editor of  the Chatham News/
Chatham Record, having written 
a weekly column for more than 30 
years. During most of  his time with 
the newspapers, he was also a bi-vo-
cational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the 
second time as pastor.

Reflecting on the Downtown Pittsboro 
Community Vision Forum

I’m a product of  the Triangle 
area. I was born in Cary, went 

to school in 
Raleigh and 
have family 
in Durham. 
And despite 
spending 
the last four 
years in 
college just 
15 minutes 
down the 

road at UNC-Chapel Hill, I can 
count on one hand the number 
of  times I’ve visited Pittsboro 
prior to working at the News + 
Record. 

To be frank, the extent of  
my time wandering along 
the streets of  downtown has 
mostly been limited to family 
trips to the town to renew my 
passport. I remember being 
charmed by Circle City Books 
& Music and French Connec-
tions, and delighted by the bak-
eries and knick-knack shops 
we stopped into.

But I feel like I’m slowly 
gaining a better understanding 
of  Pittsboro, its community 
and its issues. So in more ways 
than one, last Tuesday’s Down-
town Pittsboro Community 
Vision Forum felt like a crash 
course in general sentiments 
surrounding Pittsboro’s devel-
opment and downtown. 

For two hours, attendees — 
who ranged from residents and 
business owners to commission-
ers and members of the Pitts-
boro Downtown Advisory Board 
 — sat around tables in a room at 
the Chatham County Agricul-
ture & Conference Center. 

Over the course of  the forum, 
attendees were asked in small 
groups to brainstorm lists of  
Pittsboro’s economic drivers, 
the town’s strengths and assets 
and the downtown’s weakness-
es and liabilities — a process led 
by Mike Dougherty, downtown 
development specialist with 
the N.C. Main Street & Rural 
Planning Center. 

The event was sponsored 
by the Chatham Chamber of  
Commerce, and commenced 
with introductions by the 
Chamber’s Cindy Poindex-
ter, Mayor Cindy Perry and 
Downtown Development 
Director Theresa Thompson, 
who underscored the impor-
tance of  community engage-
ment in shaping the future of  
Pittsboro’s downtown. 

“We need you beyond to-
night,” attendees were asked 
to repeat aloud by Thompson. 

I noticed that a select num-
ber of  words used to describe 
Pittsboro continued to crop 
up in brainstorming sessions 
or when attendees were asked 

to come up with a town vision 
statement. 

“Quaint.” “Small-town.” 
“Historic.” “Eclectic.” 

Perhaps the words were a re-
flection of  those present — as 
well as those who were absent 
— that night, but as a newcom-
er to the county, I was fascinat-
ed to see what attendees pulled 
to highlight about their beloved 
downtown — both the good and 
the bad. 

To my younger self, Pitts-
boro seemed right out of  an 
episode of  “Gilmore Girls,” 
with its quirky shops, single 
main street and historic land-
marks. I’d wondered whether 
that was a quick assessment on 
my part, but it was interesting 
to observe the confluence of  
how the town has marketed 
itself  and how some residents 
internalized those identifiers. 

At the forum, attendees also 
underscored economic drivers 
like Chatham Park and VinFast, 
Central Carolina Community 
College, the Ag Center, Shakori 
Hills and other festivals, and 
Pittsboro’s proximity to RTP 
and UNC-Chapel Hill. They were 
quick to highlight the Haw River 
and Jordan Lake, the town’s 
farming community, Fearington 
Village, a plethora of places to 
buy art and pottery and antiques. 

But participants also shared 

frank criticisms of the down-
town’s infrastructure and park-
ing, of Pittsboro’s overloaded 
water and sewer systems. They 
pointed to poor internet connec-
tivity, short hours of operation 
for businesses, a lack of public 
transportation, a desire for more 
food options and restaurants 
(something my table was partic-
ularly enthusiastic about). 

What I found especially in-
teresting was a note in a packet 
handed out to all attendees. The 
last page contained a SWOT 
analysis, listing strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats with regard to Pittsboro 
and its development. Under 
opportunities was one bullet 
that read: “How to not be Cary 
& Apex 20 years ago.”

Taking aspects of  similar 
cities in the Triangle that I 
know more intimately — the 
artsy nature of  Carrboro, the 
swaths of  green fields in Apex 
or the cuteness of  Cary’s down-
town — and mapping it onto 
Pittsboro is something I’ve 
certainly done. 

But I found it interesting that 
those comparisons, and particu-
larly a notion of  not moderniz-
ing fast enough, are things that 
Pittsboro is actively trying to 
stay away from. Over the course 
of  the night, I generally got 
the sense that forum attendees 

welcomed innovation but had 
a deep desire to preserve the 
small-town qualities of  Pitts-
boro that they loved so much. 

Ultimately, in listening to the 
conversations shared at the fo-
rum, I saw the value of and need 
for community engagement. 

The discussion and input 
offered by participants, as 
well as the responses from 
a survey they were asked to 
complete, will directly shape 
a one- to three-year work plan 
that the Downtown Advisory 
Board creates. The goal is for 
the board to come up with an 
economic development strate-
gy and a set of  main actions by 
October, Thompson told me.  

If  you want to have a hand 
in shaping perceptions of  the 
town, if  you have concerns 
about development that you feel 
are being overlooked, or if  your 
version of  Pittsboro isn’t partic-
ularly quaint or cute, then I’d 
encourage you to reach out to 
the Downtown Advisory Board 
and the town government to 
voice those opinions. 

As Pittsboro looks to the 
future, I don’t doubt that you’re 
needed beyond one night. 

Reporter Maydha Devarajan 
can be reached at mdevarajan@
chathamnr.com and on Twitter 
@maydhadevarajan.

Back to school 
is for the dogs

It is that time of  year when students return 
to classrooms and all manner of  pundits and 

politicians have instructions for 
young people. I think there is a 
place and time for experts and 
educators to pontificate …

But what about other opin-
ions from our four-legged best 
friends? Canines have advice 
for students that a cat or even a 
senator could understand.

So, without further ado, the 
Top 10 Back-to-School Advice 
from Dogs!

1. Be excited! New class, new 
teacher, new friends, new school supplies, new 
collar, I mean, new clothes. … It’s all wonderful! 
Don’t be afraid to wag your tail and hang your 
tongue out!

2. Be curious! Your nose is not as good as a dog’s 
sniffer, but you can still investigate and explore 
your surroundings. Be on the hunt for new ideas!

3. Listen when you are told to “Sit!” (and obey 
other commands, too). You may not understand 
why, but the adult instructing you has the bigger 
picture in mind and your best interest at heart. 
So, listen to what you are told and, …

4. Play when you can! When you get the chance 
to go outside, romp in the sunshine! Roll around 
in the grass! Fetch the ball! Chase squirrels! (But 
leave the mail carrier alone. Seriously.)

5. Know that things might not always seem 
fair. Why does the cat nap on the bed and use 
the bathroom inside? It might seem like a double 
standard, but adults know what they are doing 
(see No. 3). Comparison is the thief  of  joy, so be 
cautious about judging someone else’s experience. 
After all, the cat doesn’t have the joy of  rolling on 
the dead squirrel in the road!

6. Eat snacks, snacks and more snacks. … Woof  
’em up!

7. Speak up! Do you need to go to the bathroom? 
Then whine at the door! (Or, maybe raise your 
hand.) Teachers and other staff are there to help 
you. You don’t have a tail to put between your 
legs, but if  you are scared or hurt, use your words 
and let someone know.

8. Trust that your family will always come 
back. The people you live with will leave you and 
go somewhere else to do unexplainable things 
with computers or commuters or something like 
that. Once again, you don’t always know why. But 
know this: You will see them again … and they 
come back with snacks!

9. Make friends of  all shapes, sizes and colors. If  
a Lab can be buds with a poodle, and a Great Dane 
can chill out with a Chihuahua, then you can 
make friends with kids who don’t look like you. 
Maybe even best friends.

10. And finally, when you meet someone new, 
sniff their rear end!

Not all advice from dogs is to be followed 
exactly, but you get the idea. Take it from Robert 
Benchley, a newspaper columnist more famous 
than me: “A child can learn a lot from a dog: 
obedience, loyalty and the importance of  turning 
around three times before lying down.”

Have a great school year!

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chapel 
in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His newly-pub-
lished book is a collection of  his columns for the 
Chatham News + Record titled “Hope Matters: 
Churchless Sermons.”
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Surge in violence demands attention
While North Carolina continues to 

outperform the rest of the country on 
a range of eco-
nomic and social 
indicators, its lead-
ers can’t afford to 
overlook a flashing 
red light on the 
state’s dashboard: 
violent crime.

According to the 
latest FBI data, our 
urban areas con-
tinue to experience 
rising rates. Com-

paring the first quarter of 2022 to the 
first quarter of 2021, violent crime was 
up 23% in Raleigh, 22% in Greensboro 
and Fayetteville, 7% in Durham and 
Wilmington and 6% in Winston-Salem. 
Charlotte’s 2% increase looks compar-
atively tame, but it came after a bigger 
jump the previous year.

More generally, North Carolina’s 
rate of  violent crime was signifi-
cantly below the national average 
from 2009 to 2018. It shot up dramat-
ically in 2019 to 379 reported crimes 
per 100,000 residents, close to the 
national average of  381, and then 
again in 2020 to 419, blowing past the 
national average of  399.

The immediate victims were those 
murdered or attacked, plus family 
members, friends and neighbors. 
But the damage extends beyond 
them. Many North Carolinians now 
feel less safe. That, in turn, affects 
their decisions about where to live, 
work and spend money. And if  vio-
lent crime remains more prevalent 
in our state than in the rest of  the 
country, that will likely have serious 
economic and social consequences 

for North Carolina down the road.
So, what should we do about this?
Let’s start with two reality 

checks. First, the problem is multi-
faceted and not easily jammed into 
a partisan political frame. The surge 
appears to be confined to violent 
crimes, for example, and more spe-
cifically to homicides and aggravat-
ed assaults.

When it comes to property crimes 
— burglary, larceny, motor vehicle 
theft, etc. — North Carolina’s rate 
went down in 2020, not up. Indeed, 
our property-crime rate has been 
declining fairly steadily since the 
early 1990s. It’s down 35% in the past 
decade alone. While violent crimes 
are more likely to be reported to law 
enforcement than property crimes, 
the effect isn’t large enough to explain 
such a divergence in the trend lines.

Did the tumultuous events of  
2020 contribute to the surge in 
violence? That’s certainly plausible. 
The raucous protests we saw in the 
aftermath of  George Floyd’s death 
may have been well-intentioned, 
but they created incentives for 
law enforcement to pull back from 
neighborhoods where a dispropor-
tionate share of  violence occurs. 
The COVID-19 pandemic itself  could 
have contributed to the problem, 
as well, by reducing “eyes on the 
street” and accentuating the mental 
stresses that lead some to lash out 
violently.

My second reality check is about 
guns. Most violent crimes are also 
gun crimes, yes, but the weapon of  
choice is almost always a handgun. 
Whatever you think of  banning “as-
sault weapons,” its effect on violent 

crime would be negligible. As for 
banning or radically restricting the 
ownership of  handguns, I’d view the 
constitutional and political barriers 
as insurmountable even if  I favored 
such a policy, which I don’t.

More practical solutions exist. 
Even when it comes to guns, most 
North Carolinians would likely favor 
stronger measures to keep guns out 
of  the hands of  minors and the men-
tally ill, to crack down on “straw pur-
chases” and other illegal trafficking 
and to toughen penalties for those 
who use guns to commit crimes.

Speaking of  behavioral health, I 
believe there is broad support for 
spending more tax dollars on com-
munity-based treatment for mental 
illness and drug addiction, includ-
ing for the kinds of  faith-based 
programs that tend to produce the 
most-lasting results. North Caro-
lina communities can also employ 
such bread-and-butter solutions as 
installing more streetlights, keep-
ing existing lights in better repair, 
installing gates in alleyways and 
restoring vacant lots to productive 
use or at least “greening them over” 
with grass, trees and gardens.

We were never going to “defund the 
police.” As Manhattan Institute ana-
lyst Charles Fain Lehman put it, polic-
ing remains “the heart of American 
crime control” because of its “proven 
efficacy.” Still, there are other tools in 
our toolbox. Let’s use them.

John Hood is a John Locke Founda-
tion board member. His latest books, 
Mountain Folk and Forest Folk, com-
bine epic fantasy with early Ameri-
can history (FolkloreCycle.com).

The ‘s’ word … and risking transparency 
On a late Saturday morning, 

I was participating in a Zoom 
workshop. 
Suddenly, 
there was 
pounding at 
my door — 
and I do mean 
pounding. I’m 
very reactive 
to loud noises 
and quickly 
slipped into 
fight-or-flight 

mode, threw down my laptop 
and rushed toward the door. I 
didn’t make it. In my haste, I 
tripped over the leg of  the otto-
man in front of  me and fell on 
my dominant right arm. 

Broken.
A wonderful neighbor took 

me to an urgent care center. 
There, I was splinted and be-
came a new virgin to the world 
of  having no right hand to do 
just about anything.

Sigh. (Well, if  we’re going to 
get into sob stories, another 
neighbor had to scissor off my 
T-shirt — a favorite — because 
the good urgent care folks made 
the splint much too large to be 
pulled through the sleeve. Sigh.)

Oh, but wait, more fun’s 
a-comin’! Ten days later, I stood 
up from a chair, slightly twisted 
my body and a degenerative 
meniscus tear in my right knee 
suddenly intruded into my al-
ready physically-challenged life.

Victimhood becomes so 
seductive at points like this. I 
used to be oh-so-good at victim-
hood.  OMG, OMG, look what 
happened to me! (Wait, wait, is 
this something about which to 
be proud?) However, the joy of  
adding more gray hair has also 
brought the realization that 
victimhood can be incredibly 
toxic to my mental health — 
and to the mental health of  
those having to listen to me 

again, again and again.
Victimhood aside, my 

current mental health strate-
gy in difficult situations is to 
learn whatever I can from the 
challenge. It’s rather like com-
posting — taking the crappy 
experience and turning it into 
something useful eventually. 
When people began asking 
how I broke my arm, I would 
sagely reply, “I wasn’t being 
mindful of  where I was going.” 
I thought that sounded pretty 
cool and mindfulness is cer-
tainly au courant these days. 
Yay, Jan! Leaning into mindful-
ness as a lesson from breaking 
my arm. Five gold stars… 

Then, along comes a wise 
friend of  mine. Having heard 
my mindfulness response, she 
noted that I made the broken 
arm episode sound like a moral 
failure (I wasn’t mindful! What 
kind of  human being am I, not 
being mindful?) Oops. Initially 

defensive, I had to admit she 
was right. I was startled by the 
loud pounding at my door and 
tripped over the ottoman in my 
haste to find out what the heck 
was going on. Not so much 
lacking in mindfulness, but 
scared into fight-or-flight mode 
by the frenzied knocking.

Instead of  self-flagellation 
for not being mindful, how 
about just allowing myself  to 
be vulnerable and share my 
oh-so-human tripping foible 
with all you other humans? 
(I’m sure none of  you have ever 
tripped or been clumsy and 
caused damage to yourselves, 
right?)

So here comes an “s” word 
(not the one you think, how-
ever.) Let’s just spit it out: 
self-compassion — offering 
kindness to oneself  for being, 
well, human, with all our frail-
ties. In my case, the frailties 
included tripping over an otto-

man because of  an adrenaline 
rush. Oh, yeah, I wish I could 
keep voicing the culturally ad-
mirable mantra about learning 
mindfulness as a result of  my 
broken arm (and there is truth 
to that.) However, what if  I 
just offer myself  kindness for 
having been a panicked human 
being who tripped over an 
object because of  a loud noise 
that scared me?

Risking transparency in our 
humanness.

Come on out and join me….
“Out beyond ideas of  wrong-

doing 
and right-doing, there is a 

field. 
I’ll meet you there.” 
— Rumi

Jan Hutton is a retired hospice/
hospital social worker who 
believes in living life with heart 
and humor. She has happily 
lived in Chatham for 20 years.

Bring back the 
sales holiday 
tax weekend

As students go back to classes in Chatham 
County, I know that families like mine are 
preparing to buy new supplies, clothes and ev-
erything else that goes along with a new school 
year. I also know that the prices for some of  
those items have gone up, and for working folks, 
every dollar counts.  

That’s why I supported the idea of  bringing 
back the sales tax holiday weekend in North 
Carolina. Republican leaders repealed it nearly 
a decade ago and refused to consider bringing 
it back this year. That hurts families who need 
every dollar to help make ends meet. 

The sales tax holiday is not — or should not 
be — a partisan issue. States around the coun-
try stepped up this year to help ease the bur-
den on families. Virginia, South Carolina and 
Tennessee all have tax-free weekends that just 
concluded. All told, there were 20 states that 
either lowered or removed their sales tax for a 
few days. At a small cost for the state, we could 
provide real benefits to North Carolinians. 

Lowering the sales tax would help more than 
just the families with students going back to 
class. We all know that North Carolina teachers 
deserve more pay and respect. Many of  these 
educators invest their own money to improve 
classrooms and provide supplies for students 
who lack what they need. Slashing the sales 
tax would help them, many of  whom have kids 
going back to class themselves.

It would also be a boon for the many adult 
learners who are going to further their educa-
tion, especially at Central Carolina Community 
College. Sanford faith leaders just held an event 
to help provide supplies for CCCC enrollees. A 
tax-free weekend would have made the reach of  
their event stretch even further. And for adults 
who are going back to school, saving some mon-
ey on supplies they would not otherwise need 
would be significant.  

Finally, it helps our local businesses. Families 
are planning to make these purchases anyway, 
so freeing up a bit of  spare money means they 
can afford to spend it in the many small busi-
nesses in Chatham County. These local busi-
nesses thrive with the support of  our communi-
ties. Extra traffic during the busy weeks at the 
end of  summer and right before school starts 
back can make all the difference for them. 

Other states stepped up to provide this 
financial relief  to families as schools started 
back. Working families deserve more attention 
and more results from their leaders in Raleigh. 
I support a tax-free weekend because I know 
what sort of  difference that extra money in your 
pocket can mean. I will continue to work toward 
a North Carolina where families have more 
support and more compassion from their state 
government. You deserve leaders who fight for 
everybody, not just the wealthy and powerful.

Rep. Robert Reives, a Goldston resident, rep-
resents Chatham County in the N.C. General 
Assembly.

VIEWPOINTS

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its 
readers on topics of local and public interest, as well as 
thoughtful and informative guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We 
reserve the right to refuse letters and other submissions 
that promote a commercial product, contain either 
libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar 
language. Consumer complaints and letters containing 
unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and 
daytime telephone number for verification. Letters should 
be no more than 400 words in length. Letter-writers are 
limited to two published letters per month. Letters selected 
for publication may be edited and all letters become 
property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. 
Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email to bhorner3@
chathamnr.com; or drop by our office at 303 West Raleigh 
Street in Siler City.
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GUEST COLUMN  
REP. ROBERT REIVES II

Sheriff Andy still lives in 
Mayberry — or does he?

Last week’s Sunday’s CBS-TV’s 
Sunday Morning show featured a 

repeat of  a feature 
hosted by former 
news anchor Ted 
Koppel and bring-
ing the country’s 
attention to North 
Carolina again.

Reporting from 
Mount Airy, Kop-
pel noted that it 
had been almost 55 
years since Sheriff 

Andy left the popular “Andy Grif-
fith” show, along with other favorite 
characters such as Ron Howard, 
who played Andy’s son, Don Knotts, 
who played Andy’s deputy Barney 
Fife, and the actors who played 
Aunt Bee and Floyd the barber. All 
are dead now except Howard.

With all these important actors 
gone, Koppel said, “It may come as 
something of  a surprise to learn 
that Mayberry is doing just fine 
even though its actual name is 
Mount Airy, and its only genuine 
link to the Andy Griffith show is 
that Andy was born and grew up 
here.”

Randy Collins, president and CEO 
of  the Greater Mount Airy Cham-
ber of  Commerce, explained how 
important the memory of  the Andy 
Griffith show has been to his town, 
especially, Koppel added, “after to-
bacco and textile industries had the 
stuffing knocked out of  them and 
the mills closed.”

Koppel continued, the TV show 

“captured a memory that never was 
true. Mayberry is fictitious.”

Collins agreed, “most everyone 
knows that except maybe some of  
the rabid fans of  the show, they 
believe it’s real.”

Today, people from all over the 
country visit Mount Airy to see 
Mayberry, but the connection did 
not happen automatically.

Collins continued, “I think a lot 
of  the town fathers and the busi-
ness owners got together and said, 
hey, you know, what about this 
Mayberry thing? Maybe we can do 
something with it, and businesses 
were born or reinvented. It’s a little 
bizarre, isn’t it?”

Koppel explained, “It went off the 
air more than 50 years ago. Yes sir, 
it captured a reality that never was 
true.”

In fact, as Collins explained, “We 
are constantly looking at other ways 
that we could promote the commu-
nity because we know the Mayberry 
generation won’t be here forever. 
But now with streaming television 
Andy will be forever with us and we 
hope the younger generation will 
pick it up.”

One visiting family explained 
they liked Mayberry so much be-
cause they could get clean comedy. 
“Yeah, good clean comedy with 
moral values. You don’t see that a 
lot today in TV.”

Another said that Mount Airy’s 
real Snappy Lunch played a part 
even though it only got a few men-
tions on the TV show: “We drove 

from Louisiana for the famous pork 
chop sandwich.”

Another visitor explained, “I 
think the generations now long for 
that simplicity of  the episodes of  
Andy being real with his son about 
stealing or doing the right thing 
and as a godless society that we see 
today is longing for simple life that 
when neighbors were neighbors and 
they provided for everybody else.”

Koppel tried to measure the 
political views of  a group of  visitors 
on a trolley bus. When he asked if  
they thought the 2020 presidential 
election was fair, only two hands 
shot up.

One visitor explained, “We don’t 
even watch news on TV. We don’t 
feel like that we are being told the 
truth, and we found our truth in 
other ways, and I won’t say what 
those other ways are, but I feel 
like we’re not being told the truth 
because we’re trying to be swayed in 
a direction that we know is not the 
right direction.”

Another complained, “This 
conversation about politics is what 
people come here to get away from. 
We don’t care what color you are. 
We don’t care what your politics are. 
We just want to be good neighbors 
and treat everybody alike and that’s 
why they’re coming here.”

If  only Mayberry were real.

D.G. Martin, a lawyer, served as 
UNC-System’s vice president for 
public affairs and hosted PBS-NC’s 
North Carolina Bookwatch.

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

JAN HUTTON
This Being 
Human Thing
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U.S. 1, New Elam Church 
Road and Pea Ridge Road 
are necessary to facili-
tate access to the major 
industrial sites.

All told, NCDOT 
expects it will need to 
displace 27 homes, five 
businesses and relocate 
Merry Oaks Baptist 
Church for construction; 
the construction and 
related work is necessary 
to reroute roadways for 
the 2,150-acre Triangle 
Innovation Point site — 
the future location of  
VinFast and FedEx.

To ease access to the 
planned VinFast electric 
vehicle plant NCDOT 
wants to replace Exit 84 
from U.S. 1 with a new 
interchange at New Elam 
Church Road, which 
would be relocated and 
extended over Old U.S. 1 
into the site.

Kay Hinsley lives in the 
Merry Oaks community, 
just off Old U.S. 1. She 
says she’s directly im-
pacted by the construc-
tion. Her property is at 
the point where the road 
resurfacing and widening 
is slated to start, just off 
U.S. 1’s Exit 84.

“This is definitely 
going to be an inconve-
nience,” Hinsley said. 
“It’s going to take part 
of  my property to widen 
that road. It also impacts 
a church I went to for 
most of  my life and I 
don’t think that’s right. 
I cannot believe they 
could not accommodate 
the needs of  the local 
residents.”

Hinsley believes Exit 
84 serves a critical 
role in the community 
because of  the church 
and the residents who 

live there. She said she’s 
frustrated that the cur-
rent maps didn’t receive 
community input from 
those affected by the 
development and con-
struction.

“These are families 
with generational land,” 
Hinsley said. “We’ve seen 
this before with the U.S. 
1 Bypass, which split my 
family farm in half. Then 
again with the Jordan 
Lake Dam, which unset-
tled residents. Now, this 
manufacturer is coming 
in.”

Hinsley said she and 
her neighbors were 
shocked when they 
saw the proposed maps 
because nobody expected 
this level of  interruption 
to the land to happen this 
fast. She first saw the 
maps just two weeks pri-
or to the meeting, when 
the first public announce-
ment of  the input session 
was released. 

The construction will 
take place in two phases. 
The first phase includes 
widening and resurfacing 
existing routes around 
the site including Chris-
tian Chapel Church Road, 
Pea Ridge Road, and Old 
U.S. 1.; it’s expected to be 
completed by the sum-
mer of  next year.

The first phase also 
includes widening New 
Elam Church Road from 
two lanes to a four-lane 
divided road from the 

VinFast site to U.S. 1. 
That development will 
start in early 2023 and 
finish in spring 2024. The 
final part of  the road 
widening, which includes 
building access roads to 
U.S. 1, is expected to be 
completed by the winter 
of  2025.

Phase two of  the road 
construction by NCDOT, 
which includes improve-
ments to the new access 
road from the VinFast 
site to U.S. 1 on Pea Ridge 
Road, does not have a 
definitive timeline right 
now; construction is 
tied to the creation of  
3,875 jobs by VinFast. 
Chatham County and the 
state offered VinFast $1.2 
billion in tax incentives, 
including $250 million for 
road improvements near 
the site.

“We want folks to see 
the plans as they are and 
make comments if  they 
have any,” said Harris 
Kay, NCDOT commu-
nications official. “A lot 
of  people just want to 
understand this complex 
process and we get that. 
People want to know 
when they’ll start to see 
the changes and what to 
do if  they see the devel-
opment will impact them 
directly.”

Kay said if  people are 
concerned about the proj-
ect they should further 
engage with the public 
process because con-

struction plans are still 
incomplete. That means 
signing up for NCDOT 
mailing lists and submit-
ting feedback through 
public forums or online 
at www.publicinput.com/
Chatham-TIP-Road-Im-
provements.

NCDOT accepts com-
ments throughout all 
phases of  project develop-
ment. Comments on this 
phase of  project devel-
opment are requested by 
Sept. 1.  

After last week’s 
input sessions, NCDOT 
says it will read through 
feedback, make neces-
sary changes and eval-
uate how the project is 
being received by the 
public. After that pro-
cess, Kay said if  prop-
erties are still impacted 
then landowners will be 
directed to the NCDOT 
Right of  Way Unit for 
land acquisition negoti-
ations.  

NCDOT said the 
existing highway system 
can’t accommodate 
VinFast’s needs in order 
to fulfill its promise of  
7,500 jobs by 2027, which 
is why these roadway 
improvements need to 
be made. Colin Mellor, 
environmental policy 
official with NCDOT, said 
VinFast’s timeline is ag-
gressive and fast-paced, 
but NCDOT is working 
to accommodate it. The 
Vietnamese EV manufac-
turer has promised vehi-
cles off the factory lines 
as soon as July 2024, but 
Mellor said it should be 
clear that timelines are 
tentative. 

“Since the project was 
announced in March, 
we’ve hit the ground 
running,” Mellor said. 

“We believe that this is a 
reasonable timeframe but 
these things do take time. 
We aren’t going to cut 
corners and will be sure 
to continue dotting all of  
our I’s and crossing all of  
our T’s”

Mellor said the 
benefits of  the VinFast 
site won’t be realized 
for several years, once 
the plant is fully oper-
ational. That’s why he 
believes it is important 
to ensure all community 
voices are heard. He said 
while he can’t guarantee 
anything, the NCDOT 
does take everyone’s 
feedback into account 
and if  there is enough 
commonality in the feed-
back, it will refine its 
road designs. After the 
meeting, he said com-
ments will be analyzed 
in a spreadsheet and 
grouped for common 
concerns. 

“We work to avoid right 
of  way concerns as much 
as possible,” Mellor said. 
“Unfortunately, it’s often 
impossible to eliminate 
all of  them. We want the 
input and we will address 
the concerns as best we 
can.”

‘Going to affect 
everybody’

Sheila Lassiter’s family 
has lived in Moncure for 
three generations, and 
she said her neighbors 
have similar stories. She 
came to the meeting be-
cause she fears NCDOT 
and VinFast will disrupt 
the character of  her com-
munity.

“We are used to Mon-
cure being a small town 
where everybody knows 
everybody,” Lassiter said. 

“This place is going to 
be major and it’s really 
unclear how it’s going to 
affect everybody around 
me.”

While the site plans 
don’t cross directly 
through Lassiter’s 
property, she believes her 
proximity to the facility 
will change her neighbor-
hood. She believes small 
businesses and local 
communities in Moncure 
will suffer the most from 
this development, which 
she said isn’t fair.

“People in Moncure 
have all been here 
forever,” Lassiter said. 
“They don’t deserve to 
have their properties 
taken or their small 
businesses taken just 
because a bigger busi-
ness wants to come in. 
That shouldn’t have to 
happen.”

Lassiter said she 
understands it’s difficult 
for Moncure to have the 
benefits of  development 
while preserving the 
neighborhood, but that 
doesn’t mean NCDOT 
and VinFast shouldn’t 
try. She and many of  her 
neighbors are scared 
right now because so 
much of  the future re-
mains up in the air.  

“How can you ask for 
support from the com-
munity if  you’re coming 
in and taking from the 
community?” she said. 
“People shouldn’t have 
to lose their place and 
their livelihood just so we 
can gain something they 
say is a bigger and better 
opportunity.”

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter @b_rappaport. 

This is definitely going to be an 
inconvenience. It’s going to take part of 
my property to widen that road. It also 
impacts a church I went to for most of my 
life and I don’t think that’s right. I cannot 
believe they could not accommodate the 
needs of the local residents.

KAY HINSLEY, Merry Oaks resident on NCDOT’s 
construction plans for the VinFast site

with Raper to discuss his first 
few months on the job — his 
first day was back on May 
16 — and get a sense of  how 
he’s responding to the town’s 
challenges.

These questions and answers 
have been edited for clarity and 
brevity. 

You arrived at a busy time — 
you started work a day before 
the town’s municipal election 
and in the midst of growth (and 
potential growth) that would put 
a strain any town and its admin-
istration. You have a new mayor 
(albeit a veteran member of the 
commission) and some other new 
faces. Can you make any com-
ment on your and your board’s 
approach to addressing all the 
challenges and opportunities the 
town has before it?

RAPER: I’ve gone around 
trying to talk with the staff, 
talk to members of  the commu-
nity and the board individually, 
trying to learn the community, 
learn the issues and challenges 
that we’re facing before trying 
to take a lot of  big initiatives, 
while also having to deal with a 
lot of  challenges. 

So it’s been a lot going on, 
all at one time, but I think it’s 
great. With just having had an 
election, it’s new people com-
ing on board. With new key 
staff hires that we’ve had and a 
new town manager, I think it’s 
a great opportunity to hit the 
“reset button” with the strate-
gic plan together and start the 
course for where we want to go 
as a team of  the next few years.

We know the CAM site is poised 
and teed up for landing a tenant 
that will certainly change the 
landscape for Siler City. What’s 
your long-term outlook for how 
a major company choosing to lo-
cate here might make significant 

positive differences?
A company coming here 

brings an opportunity for that 
company to get involved as an 
organization itself  to contribute 
to the needs of  the community. 
Beyond that, any type of  project 
that lands there would lead to 
opportunities to create jobs, 
which could lead to more hous-
ing opportunities in Siler City.

When we have additional 
housing and additional resi-
dents, that leads to secondary 
and tertiary levels of  business 
growth, which can mean more 
service, jobs and opportunities, 
more restaurants, all those 
sorts of  things. 

There will be additional 
needed jobs to support the peo-
ple who work at the CAM site. 
They’re going to want things to 
do when they’re not working — 
they’re going to need assistance. 
That’s going to be a need for 
additional schools, potentially; it 
all depends on what the growth 
pattern looks like. So that’s a 
potential opportunity there. 

You’re looking at additional 
revenue for the town. It doesn’t 
mean in any way a reduction 
of  cost of  service, but it does 
present the opportunity of  al-
lowing residents to revisit what 
types of  services they want the 
town to provide.

One issue you’re dealing with 
is the moratorium — what’s the 
latest update on that?

We’re actively working to get 
out from under it. 

Our expectation is that we 
will have to enter something 
called a Special Order by Con-
sent or an SOC, and that is ba-
sically a contractual agreement 
between DEQ and the town say-
ing that we will agree to these 
things, which can exchange for 
relief  from the moratorium. 
As long as we’re continuing to 
make progress and compliance 
with the SOC, we will begin 
to be granted grace from the 
moratorium and also get us 

out from under further penal-
ties and fines. We’re working 
through that process.

With the town working toward 
developing an SOC, what does 
that process look like and how 
long will it be before the morato-
rium is lifted?

The one question I can’t 
answer is when it’s time to get 
out from under the moratori-
um — that falls completely in 
the hands of  the state.

I would prefer them to tell us, 
“These are the problems. We 
want you to correct these things 
and we’ll let you have the mor-
atorium.” They’re not that up 
front — instead of them telling 
us what to do, they want us to 
get a plan of what we plan to do.

I feel like that’s a little back-
wards. They’re the ones telling 
us we’re under the moratori-
um, but that’s their process. 
So that’s why we’re having to 
go through the business plan, 
because the business plan is 
essentially this is what we 
would do under an SOC should 
you accept it, and then you’d 
go through the legal process 
of  drawing that up and nego-
tiations beyond that. So they 
would have to choose to accept 
what we’re proposing.

One change you recently sug-
gested was splitting the town’s 
public works and utilities depart-
ment into two separate depart-
ments — how’s that going?

That’s going really well. 
Chris McCorquodale, who 

was the director of  works and 
utilities, is now the public utili-
ties director. He’s enjoying that 
role and having the opportuni-
ty to focus on water and sewer 
issues, which has been one of  
the major challenges that our 
city has faced in recent years. 
It gives him that opportunity 
to focus in that area and give it 
the attention that it deserves. 

Cal Pettiford has worked for 
us as the Public Works director 

for over a month now. He comes 
from Fayetteville, where he was 
the street superintendent and 
was responsible for overseeing 
all their street maintenance and 
paving projects for the city of  
Fayetteville. If  I’m not mistak-
en, Fayetteville has the second 
most amount of  lane miles of  
road of  any municipality in the 
state — only Charlotte has more 
lane miles of  road. So, we’re 
gaining someone with 20 years 
of  experience in that field. 
I’m very happy with his skill, 
expertise and ability that he 
brings to lead that initiative. I 
don’t think the transition there 
could really have gone better 
than it has.

City hall has been seeing some 
renovation for some time now. 
What’s the status of that?

I’ll just say that the project is 
approximately 90% complete, 
but the license plate agency 
and the courtroom are signif-
icant areas of  the town hall 
facility left to complete, along 
with completing HVAC work 
and the elevator.

The last date they gave us 
was Aug. 18, so obviously, 
that didn’t happen. We’ll have 
another monthly meeting, and 
they will give us an update.

What else is on your radar and 
your lists these days in terms of 
Siler City and its future?

We need help from the pub-
lic, from the community and 
anyone who is interested in 
having a career in law enforce-
ment. That is an ongoing strug-
gle for our city. It’s a problem 
across the nation, but it’s really 
hitting us particularly. 

Our salaries statewide are 
competitive, but within driving 
distance are so many places that 
are larger than us and certainly 
economically better off than 
Siler City. Due to that geograph-
ic market, we’re not competitive. 
We may be competitive when it 
comes to other towns of our size 

across the state, but we’re not 
competitive with Greensboro or 
Chapel Hill or Durham. 

The downside of  that is ... 
there just aren’t enough people 
going into the law enforcement 
career for the number of  posi-
tions that are available. 

The George Floyd incident 
and other incidences of  mis-
conduct and brutality by police 
have damaged the reputation 
of  law enforcement across the 
entire country, particularly 
amongst the African American 
community. 

We, as all municipalities, 
face increasing demand for 
community policing with a 
diverse collection of  the com-
munity serving in law enforce-
ment roles. We are struggling 
to meet that need. We have 
several vacancies now, and we 
have taken proactive steps to 
try to remedy the problem is 
just to this point. The problem 
has been greater than the re-
sources we have to address it. 

We have also made the deci-
sion to hire individuals as train-
ees to go through Basic Law 
Enforcement Training because 
we recognize that as someone 
may be interested in the law 
enforcement career — but they 
haven’t gone through BLET. Be-
cause of  that, we could not hire 
them. When they go through 
the BLET, they’re snatched up 
by an agency who can pay more 
money. But we’re trying to get 
ahead of  that by hiring an indi-
vidual as a trainee, paying them 
a salary while they go through 
that process. So this is giving us 
an opportunity to step in and 
help subsidize them while they 
go through this process.

Publisher and Editor Bill Horn-
er III contributed reporting to 
this story.  

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter at @Heed-
enTaylor.

Courtesy of N.C. Dept. of Transportation

N.C. Department of Transportation wants to replace Exit 84 from U.S. 1 with 
a new interchange at New Elam Church Road, which would be relocated 
and extended over old U.S. 1 into the site. This plan is being considered to 
ease access to the VinFast site.

Courtesy of the N.C. Dept. of Transportation

The second phase of construction, seen above, would create a new 
interchange at Exit 81 and turn Pea Ridge Road into a four-lane divided 
road leading to the VinFast plant.

VINFAST
Continued from page A1

MANAGER
Continued from page A1
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“By the time we’re done, 
we’ll have these stations 
all over the place.”

A pollinator garden 
— dubbed a “pollination 
station” by Jody Moore, 
the N.C. Master Beekeep-
er on the project — is 
intended to attract bees, 
butterflies, birds, moths 
and other insects with 
the goal of  supporting 
pollinators by providing 
them a source of  nectar 
and pollen. 

The garden at the 
WRC has eight bee hives 
— each with 30,000 to 
40,000 bees, depending 
on the time of  the year 
— that have been shaped 
to mimic a hollow tree 
trunk. In addition to 
hives, Chatham Park has 
also implemented native 
pollinator condos like 
birdhouses for bees and 
other pollinators. 

‘Little safe spaces’
The bees at both sites 

were raised by Moore, 
the owner of  Rocky River 
Bee Farm and the former 
president of  the Chatham 
County Beekeepers’ 
Association. Moore, who 
has been keeping bees 
since 2000, transported 
the bees from his 15-acre 
farm south of  Pittsboro. 

For Moore, beekeeping 
began as an “expensive 
hobby” but eventually 
turned into a full-time 
gig. More than a decade 
ago, he set up Rocky 
River Bee Farm; now, 
through the registered 
business, he raises bees, 
sells local honey, offers 
consultation services 
to local beekeepers 
and even performs bee 
extractions — the most 
recent was off the ledge 
of  a roof  at Mosaic a few 
weeks ago. 

In the case of  the Cha-
tham Park pollination 
stations, Moore appre-
ciates that native plants 
are being incorporated 

as a requirement into the 

gardens. 
Honey bees also 

typically have a range 
of  a couple miles from 
their hive, Moore said, 
a factor that was taken 
into consideration when 
planning the locations for 
the stations. 

“It’s great that they’re 
given a chance for these 
pollinators that would 
otherwise just have been 
pretty much wiped out,” 
he said. “And it’s pretty 
cool that they’ve got 
these little safe spaces 
within the area to thrive.”

The idea for incorpo-
rating the stations into 
Chatham Park started 
even before the COVID-19 
pandemic began, accord-
ing to Oestereich. He said 
the pollination stations 
follow along with a set of  
core beliefs at Chatham 
Park — namely the idea 
of  “stewardship.”

“We wanted to see if  
in a project as large as 
Chatham Park, where 

we’re developing almost 
8,000 acres, if  we could 
do something on a large 
scale that would make 
a difference with polli-
nators and honeybees,” 
Oestereich said.

Bees as pollinators
One in every three 

bites of  food a person 
takes is because of  the 
work of  pollinators, 
according to the U.S. 
Department of  Agricul-
ture. And within that 
group, honey bee colonies 
managed by humans are 
the primary pollinators, 
responsible for increas-
ing the country’s crop 
values annually by more 
than $15 million. 

Managing honey bee 
colonies is no easy task. 
Rocky River Bee Farm 
has about a dozen bee 
yards across the county, 
and Moore pays regular 
visits to each. 

In the spring, he goes 
into the hives every seven 
days to make sure the 
bees aren’t swarming — a 

natural process in which 
a honey bee colony repro-
duces to split into more 
colonies, but something 
that beekeepers try to 
avoid because the bees 
often don’t survive due 
to lack of  forage or being 
overcome by pests, and 
because they may take up 
residence in someone’s 
home.

During a visit to 
the WRC’s pollination 
station, Moore carefully 
pulled out frames in one 
of  the hives to show the 
honey bees at work. 

The drones and worker 
bees remained clustered 
closely together, but were 
clearly busy, crawling 
up and down the plastic 
honeycomb foundation 
to fulfill their duties. An 
onlooker would be able 
to spot larvae, tucked 
like little grains of  rice 
in cells (the only one to 
remain hidden was the 
elusive queen bee). 

In spending time out in 
the garden with Moore, 
it’s clear he was in 
his element, rat-
tling off facts 
about bees 
and answer-
ing what were 
probably 
elementary-level ques-
tions with a never-ending 
supply of  patience. But 
it’s also clear he has a 
great deal of  respect for 
the pollinators.

“Going into a hive, and 
just to understand how 
much goes on in there, 
and that it’s all coordi-
nated — there’s so many 
individuals, but, ‘Wow, 
they work as a single 
unit,’” he said. “It’s really 
mind-blowing. And the 
more you learn about 
them, the more you real-
ize what you don’t know.”

A tricky time
At the moment, the 

bees are in a summer 
dearth, a dry period 
between spring and fall 
flowers in which there 
is a shortage of  nectar 
sources. 

Late summer is a 
tricky time to be a 
beekeeper, Moore said, 
because he’ll need to 
maintain enough food for 
the bees, manage high 
mite counts and ensure 
the bees being raised 
now are strong enough to 
raise the bees that have 
to survive through the 
winter. 

Rebekah Gunn, a veter-
inary pathologist and the 
president of  the Chatham 
County Beekeepers 
Association, said two of  
the biggest challenges 
faced by honey bees are 
varroa mites and a lack 
of  forage. 

The mites, first iden-
tified in North Carolina 
in 1980, have contributed 
significantly to cutting 
back honey bee popula-
tions in the state, accord-
ing to the N.C. Cooper-
ative Extension. The 
red-brown parasites have 
decimated wild honey 
bee colonies. 

Moore uses organic 
treatments in his colonies, 
implementing “Integrated 
Pest Management” with 
the Chatham Park hives. 
IPM is applied through 
multiple tactics to target 
pests and minimize risks, 
keeping sustainability 
and effectiveness in mind, 
the N.C. Cooperative 
Extension states.

When it comes to a 
lack of  forage, Gunn said 
honey bees are “phenom-
enal” at regulating their 
own environment inside 
a hive, but they still need 
food, regardless of  where 
in the country they might 
be located. 

“I mean, it doesn’t 
matter if  you’re a bee in 
Alaska, or you’re a bee 
in Florida, or you’re a 
bee in North Carolina, or 
any other pollinator — 
you need a food source,” 
Gunn said.

On an individual scale, 
she said people don’t 
often realize that their 
green manicured lawns 
or knockout rose bush-
es — common in many 
suburban front yards — 
have no nutritional value 
to pollinators (and in the 
case of  lawns, have plen-
ty of  harmful chemicals). 

Instead, Gunn recom-
mends growing native 
plants, which offer forage 
and support to pollina-
tors.

Pollinator gardens 
also provide a greater 
awareness to the public, 
she believes.

“It’s amazing to me 
to watch the quote-un-
quote ‘general public’ 
or non-beekeepers 
walking out at Chatham 
Mills [which has its own 
pollinator garden],” she 
said. “They walk past a 
plant that’s full of  things 
like paper wasps and 
honey bees, and all kinds 
of  other things that out 
of  context might elicit a 
fear response in people, 
but yes, they see them on 
these beautiful flowers 
and they’re not scary. 
And so I think then that 
people begin to have this 
awareness about pollina-
tors around us.”

For people looking to 
keep bees, it’s important 
to be aware of  the work 
involved and to pro-

vide regular 
maintenance 

to the colonies, 
she said. From 

overharvesting 
honey to keeping 

too many bees in one 
spot, Gunn said there’s 
little sometimes done in 
managing bees “that’s 
actually what bees would 
prefer to do.”

“More and more people 
are getting into it, which 
is both good and bad,” 
she said. 

Ultimately, it’s crucial 
to keep in mind native 
pollinators and a balance 
of  quantity with quality 
when it comes to manag-
ing honey bees, she said.

Pollinator gardens
In designing the WRC 

pollinator garden, the 
landscape architects 
on the project pulled a 
great deal of  information 
produced by the N.C. 
Cooperative Extension, 
Oestereich said. 

Debbie Roos is an 
agricultural extension 
agent with the Chatham 
County Center of  N.C. 
Cooperative Extension. 
Moore calls her the “go-
to person” in the area 
when it comes to pollina-
tor gardens. 

Roos, who began 
working on a pollinator 
garden at Chatham Mills 
in Pittsboro more than 14 
years ago, now has over 
225 species of  pollinator 
plants in the demonstra-
tion garden, which is 
maintained by volunteers 
and is open to visitors for 
tours. Her website, grow-
ingsmallfarms.ces.ncsu.
edu, has resources on ev-
erything from apiculture 
and pollinator conserva-
tion to pest management 
and crop production.

Roos was part of  early 
conversations about 
the pollination stations 
across Chatham Park, 
but wasn’t involved in the 
development of  the proj-
ect. She said she’s glad to 
see Chatham Park put in 
the gardens.

“Absolutely, I mean, 
if  they’re building out 
all these places, we want 
them to be able to ben-

efit wildlife, especially 
considering they had to 
take down habitat to put 
Chatham Park in,” Roos 
said.

She also emphasized 
the educational aspect of  
pollination gardens. The 
past 15 years of  her work 
in this area has largely 
been working towards 
one goal: to empower 
people, whether it’s on an 
individual or large scale, 
to incorporate native and 
pollinator plants into 
their environments. 

“So that’s the idea of  it, 
is looking at how we can 
help,” Roos said. “Even in 
urban settings, wheth-
er it’s your backyard 
or in a natural area, or 
downtown Pittsboro, how 
we can provide floral re-
sources, nesting resourc-
es, shelter, protection 
from pesticides, of  course 
is important, and how we 
can provide all of  that for 
pollinators.”

Anyone can make a 
difference to support 
pollinators, she said. 

“It doesn’t have to be 
huge, you can make a 
difference by planting 
milkweeds in your yard 
to help monarchs, that 
kind of  thing,” Roos said. 

Similarly, Moore said 
there are several things 
homeowners can do to as-
sist pollinators: planting 
different types of  native 
plants (like fruit trees, 
ornamentals and flower 
gardens), avoiding pes-
ticides or restricting use 
to the late evenings, and 
keeping a bird bath.

“You’d be amazed how 
many honey bees you 
could draw to a bird-
bath,” he said. “And that 
really does help them this 
time of  year.”

Eventually, the WRC 
plans to host educational 
tours of  the center and 
the pollination station. In 
the past year, Oestereich 
said they were able to 
harvest 248 pounds of  
honey from the hives, 
which they’ve given out 
at realtor events and to 
business associates. At 
some point, Chatham 
Park developers may sell 
the honey that was har-
vested from the hives, but 
Oestereich said they also 
want to avoid being in 
competition with Moore. 

Preston Development is 
also in talks with Stra-
ta Solar to potentially 
install Chatham Park’s 
third pollination station. 

Oestereich, who 
worked closely with 
Moore on the project, 
said he didn’t have such 
an intimate knowledge of  
honey bees prior to the 
program as he does now. 
Over time, the bees have 
become “[his] family.”

It seems like the goal 
for visitors to Chatham 
Park’s gardens is to 
develop a similar appre-
ciation for the pollinators 
around them.

“It’s a never-ending 
sense of  wonder,” Moore 
said. “It’s this really 
fascinating thing.”

Reporter Maydha De-
varajan can be reached at 
mdevarajan@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter @
maydhadevarajan.
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Photo by Bill Oestereich

Honey bees hard at work in a hive at the Water 
Recovery Center’s pollination station in Pittsboro. 

Photo by Bill Oestereich

N.C. Master Beekeeper Jody Moore pulls out a 
frame from one of the Water Recovery Center’s 
hives in Pittsboro.
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Look Past These Life 
Insurance Myths

Most people recognize the need for life 
insurance – but many of them still don’t have 
it. Why?
People offer a variety of rationales for 
remaining uninsured. But these reasons may 
just be myths. Here are a few of them:
• “I’m single (or married with no children), 
so I don’t need life insurance.” Even if you’re 
single, you may still have financial obligations 
that could be met by life insurance proceeds 
if something happened to you. Perhaps you 
have taken out some loans with a co-signer 
who would be on the hook for the balance, 
or maybe you have a business partner who 
might be in trouble without your resources. 
And if you’re married but don’t have 
children, you’d still want to provide support 
for your spouse, particularly if student loans 
or a mortgage is involved. 
• “Life insurance is too expensive.” Different 
types of insurance carry different costs. 
If you purchase permanent insurance, 
such as whole life or universal life, your 
premiums are paying for a death benefit 
and a savings component. Consequently, 
this type of policy is more expensive than 
term insurance, which just provides a death 
benefit for a certain number of years. Term 
insurance is usually quite affordable, and, 
generally speaking, the younger you are, the 
less expensive the policy – and, of course, 
you can shop around for the best rates.
• “I get enough life insurance through my 
employer.” Many employers do offer life 
insurance as an employee benefit, but there 
are two possible issues with this coverage. 
First, it may be for a minimal amount and 
not enough for your needs, especially if 
you have several dependents. And second, 
an employer’s life insurance policy is not 
necessarily portable – if you leave your job, 
you might lose your coverage. 
• “I have a pre-existing condition, so I’m sure 

I couldn’t get life insurance.” Some pre-existing 
conditions don’t automatically disqualify you 
from getting life insurance, although you might 
end up paying higher premiums than someone 
without any health issues. In any case, it’s a 
good idea to look at what various companies 
might offer, as insurers use somewhat different 
underwriting processes and may view pre-
existing conditions differently. 
• “Insurers don’t want to pay out the proceeds.” 
Actually, there’s a fairly straightforward 
process for paying out death benefits. Your 
beneficiaries must file a claim and submit the 
death certificate – and that’s about it. An insurer 
must have a strong reason to deny a claim, and, 
in fact, the company is typically motivated 
to pay as soon as possible to avoid incurring 
interest charges for delayed payments.
Don’t let any of these myths deter you from 
obtaining life insurance. Then, when you’re 
ready to act, you’ll need to ask some questions: 
How much coverage do I need? Should I get 
term or permanent insurance? How should I 
designate my beneficiaries? You may want to 
work with a financial professional to determine 
the type and amount of insurance you need. 
Once you’ve gotten your coverage in place, 
you’ll know that you’ve done what you could 
to help protect your loved ones – and that’s no 
myth. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones. Member SIPC.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all 
states and Washington, D.C., through Edward D. 
Jones & Co., L.P., and in California, New Mexico 
and Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance 
Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance 
Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.



OBITUARIES

CURTIS LANDELL MCIVER 
SR.

June 11, 1963 ~ August 16, 
2022

Curtis Landell McIver, 59, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022, at his 
residence.

The funeral service was 
held Sunday, August 21, 2022, 
at Zion Hill Christian Center, 
with burial following in Minter 
Cemetery.

VERONICA SUZETTE 
SILER-MARTIN

May 2, 1959 ~ August 15, 
2022

Veronica Suzette 
Siler-Martin, of  Maryland, 
formerly of  Siler City, 
passed away on Monday, 
August 15, 2022, at Doctors 
Community Hospital in Lan-
ham, Maryland.   

No service information at 
this time.

GARY BROOKS  
FAIRLEY JR.

Gary Brooks Fairley Jr., 
52, of  Southern Pines, passed 
away on Tuesday, August 16, 
2022, at Moore Regional Hospi-
tal in Pinehurst.

The funeral service was 
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Au-
gust 23, 2022, at Mt. Calvary 
Church of  God with burial 
following in the church’s 
cemetery.

ODESSA FREZZELL 
(HARRIS) PARTRIDGE

December 5, 1920 ~ August 
20, 2022

Mrs. Odessa Harris Par-
tridge, 101, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Saturday, August 20, 
2022, at Sanford Health and 
Rehab. 

ROSA MICHELLE 
ANDREWS

January 5, 1979 ~ August 19, 
2022

Rosa Michelle Andrews, 43, 
of  Pittsboro, passed away on 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022, at 
UNC Hospitals in Chapel Hill.

FREDERICK ‘ROD’ 
RODRIKER MURDOCK

October 29, 1965 ~ August 17, 
2022

Frederick “Rod” Rodriker 
Murdock, 56, of  Bear Creek, 
passed away on Wednesday, 
August 17, 2022, at his home. 

DESHAUN QUANTE 
BROOKS

July 13, 1994 ~ August 13, 
2022

DeShaun Quante Brooks, 
28, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, August 13, 2022.

REV. GEORGE  
FRANKLIN BRICE

March 4, 1935 ~ August 16, 
2022

Rev. George Franklin Brice, 
87, of  Cameron, passed away 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022, at his 
home.

A funeral service was held 
Friday, August 19, 2022, at 3 
p.m. at Good Shepherd Baptist 
Church with Chaplin Randy 
Beasley officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in the church cemetery 
with full military rites.

He was born in Queens 
County, N.Y., son of  the late 
John Brice and Henrietta 
Hulse Brice. George served 
as an Ordained Minister of  
the Good Shepherd Baptist 
Church. He served his country 
in the U.S. Navy. Rev. Brice was 
preceded in death by his first 
wife Betty Jean Brice; broth-
ers, John and Robert Brice; 
and a sister, Henrietta Soogoff.

He is survived by his wife, 
Libby Readling Brice of  the 
home; sons, Bill Winfree Brice 
of  Greenville, Ricky Brice of  
Sanford; daughters, Cindy 
White of  Hope Mills, Jackie 
Bauer of  Fayetteville, Karen 
Anderson of  Charleston; sister 
Elmira Petersen of  Concord; 
eight grandchildren and eight 
great- grandchildren.

HAZEL BISHOP GRIFFITH
April 11, 1934 ~ August 18, 

2022
Hazel Bishop Griffith, 88, of  

Siler City, went to be with her 
Heavenly Father on Thursday, 
August 18, 2022.

The family received friends 
on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, 
at Fellowship Baptist Church. 
A funeral service followed at 2 
p.m. at the church with Rev. Ja-
son Golden officiating. Burial 
will be at the church cemetery. 

Mrs. Griffith was born 
in Green County, Georgia, 
the daughter of  Melvin and 
Leila King Bishop. She was a 
member of  Fellowship Baptist 
Church, where she sang in the 
choir, taught Ladies Sunday 
School Class, and was the as-
sistant piano and organ player. 
She spent her working years 
as a teacher for special needs 
classes at the community col-
lege. In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death by her 
son, Brian Griffith; and several 
brothers and sisters.

Hazel is survived by her hus-
band of  66 years, Rev. Robert 
“Bob” A. Griffith; children, 
Douglas Griffith of  Asheboro, 
and Krista Blackburn of  Koko-
mo, Indiana; eight grandchil-
dren; 12 great-grandchildren; 
and brothers, Jack Bishop of  
Hull, Georgia, and Gerald Bish-
op of  Buckhead, Georgia. 

Online condolences may be 
made at www.smithbucknerfh.
com. 

WILLIAM JAMES ‘WHEEL’ PHILLIPS  
August 24, 1953 ~ August 18, 2022
William James “Wheel” Phillips, 

68, of  Bear Creek, was called home to 
be with his Lord on August 18, 2022. 

He was born on August 24, 1953, 
a native of  Chatham County, N.C. 
Wheel was a 1971 graduate of  
Chatham Central High School and a 
graduate of  Wake Technical Com-
munity College. A faithful Christian, 
he was a member of  Hickory Grove 
Baptist Church in Bear Creek. 

Wheel was a self-employed carpen-
ter. As a handy man, he was always there to lend others a 
helping hand. He built a log home with his own hands from 
the ground up for he and his wife. Wheel enjoyed his work-
shop and gardening with his Farmall tractor. He enjoyed 
fishing and loved to hike in the Great Smokey Mountains. 
He loved hiking to waterfalls and especially the one in Valle 
Crucis. A kind a gentle soul, he loved to spend time with 
friends and family. Wheel and his wife Lynn were passion-
ate over their nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death 
by his father James Madison Phillips. 

He is survived by his wife of  44 years, Patricia Edwards 
“Lynn” Phillips; mother, Shirley Austin Phillips; siblings, 
Cathy Phillips Brewer and husband Samuel, Beckie Phillips 
Spivey and husband Danny, and Darrell Phillips; brother-in-
law, Allen Edwards and wife Robette; nieces and nephews, 
Shalon Matthews, Bristin Brewer (Ashley), Haley Phillips, 
Sumner Reaves (Andrew), Daniel Spivey (Brooks), Steph-
anie Edwards, Perry Spivey (Tammy), and Wesley Spivey 
(Heather); and 10 great-nieces and nephews. 

The family received friends on Tuesday August 23, 2022, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 N. 
Second Ave., Siler City. A funeral service was held at 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at Smith & Buckner Chapel. 
Rev. David Hicks and Daniel Spivey will share tributes to 
Wheel, and Rev. Darrell Garner will officiate the service. 
Burial followed at Hickory Grove Baptist Church Cemetery, 
17721 N.C. Hwy 902, Bear Creek.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to Hickory 
Grove Baptist Church.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Phillips 
family. 

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-
fh.com

We will send our love to Wheel as he celebrates his 69th 
birthday with his Heavenly Father this Wednesday, and 
what a celebration that will be!

CHARLES JAMES CALDWELL  
February 19, 1944 ~ August 17, 2022 
Charles James Caldwell, 78, of  Siler City, passed away on 

Wednesday, August 17, 2022, at UNC Hospitals. 
Mr. Caldwell was born in Bryson City, on February 19, 

1944, the son of  Pauline Caldwell. Charles held many jobs 
throughout his life, from his time as a manager with Service 
Distributors, working for Selig Manufacturing, then retir-
ing after years as a repairman with Baird Sales. He later 
became the owner of  Caldwell Lawn Mower Repair Shop, 
where he took pride in his work. Charles was a member of  
Community Baptist Church in Siler City. He was a home-
body who loved watching cowboy movies on the television. 
He enjoyed going on trips to the mountains. In addition to 
his mother, Charles is preceded in death by his wife, Betty 
Lineberry Caldwell; and daughter, Patsy Watson. 

He is survived by his daughter, Brenda Lipofski of  Siler 
City; grandchildren, David, William, Jessica, Katie and 
Thomas; great-grandson, Billy; brother, Francis Caldwell of  
Siler City; and son-in-law, Ray Watson. 

The family received friends on Friday, August 19, 2022, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, and 
other times at the home of  his daughter, Brenda. A funeral 
service was held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, August 20, 2022, at 
Community Baptist Church, 2575 Hamp Stone Road, Siler 
City, with Pastor Mark Agan officiating. Burial followed in 
the church cemetery. 

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home assisted the Caldwell 
family.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-
fh.com.
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As vacancies boom, international teachers may be a solution
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

From Bangkok, Thai-
land, to Margaret Pollard 
Middle School, Francis 
Salmazan has seen a lot 
in his time as an interna-
tional teacher. 

He’s entering his fifth 
year as an 8th grade 
science teacher at Pollard 
and he says teaching 
there has been almost 
like a dream come true.

“Before I left college, I 
knew working in the U.S. 
was something I always 
wanted to do,” he said.

Salmazan grew up in 
Tarlac, in the Philippines, 
before spending 10 years 
as a teacher in Bangkok. 
He says he’s loved seeing 
the world through the 
eyes of  young people, 
exploring the culture and 
getting to teach students 
about his own home. 

In Chatham County 
Schools, Salmazan is 
one of  53 international 
teachers. It’s a figure that 
only continues to grow 
year after year. In fact, 
North Carolina leads the 
nation in international 
teachers and the number 
has quadrupled in the 
past decade. The boom 
in international teach-
ers may be a solution to 
workforce shortages that 
have hurt the county and 
the state. 

According to an analy-
sis by WRAL-TV, North 
Carolina has allocated 
$121.4 million in this 
year’s budget to pay in-
ternational teachers, six 
times what it did a decade 
ago. That funding is why 
international teachers 
now make up more than 
2% of  the total teachers 
in the state, and 8.5% in 
CCS. 

Salmazan is able to 
teach in CCS through a 
J-1 visa, which allows ex-
change visitor programs 
between countries. The 
visa lasts three years, 
but is frequently extend-
ed by two years if  the 
teachers meet perfor-
mance goals. 

At the conclusion of  
this school year, Sal-
mazan will have to return 
to the Philippines be-
cause his visa will expire. 

He wound up finding 
Pollard through a North 
Carolina-based interna-
tional teachers compa-
ny called Educational 
Partners International 
(EPI). The company helps 
teachers file visa papers, 
find housing and other 
basic needs in their new 
schools and help identify 
jobs they’re qualified for.

EPI is one of  several 
programs utilized by 
CCS. Others include the 
Chapel Hill-based compa-
ny Participate Learning, 
which is how Siler City 
Elementary 2nd grade 
teacher Sandra Rincon 
ended up in CCS.

“We came here to 
teach the students, but 
it’s more fulfilling than 
I could’ve imagined,” 
Rincon said. 

Rincon is from Colom-
bia and teaches at a dual 
language school, mean-
ing half  the education 
is in Spanish. She said 
bringing her culture into 
the classroom has helped 
the students grow.

“I have a student who 
entered 2nd grade not 
knowing any Spanish, 
even though her family 
is Hispanic,” she said. 
“By the end of  the year, 
her mom called me and 
said she was finally able 
to speak to her grandma 
— that’s more important 
than any lesson I could 
teach, because that’s 
going to last forever.”

Rincon said especially 
at her school, which has 
a high Hispanic popula-
tion, she can be an asset 
because she connects 
students back to their 
cultural roots in Latin 
America. She said in-
ternational teachers are 
given the freedom to in-

fuse their home cultures 
into lesson plans through 
dances, presentations 
and holidays. 

“We provide a unique 
mindset,” Rincon said. 
“We can teach culture as 
part of  the curriculum or 
teach the curriculum as 
part of  the culture.”

That kind of  impact 
and cultural awareness 
is something CCS sees 
as a major benefit to its 
students and it’s why 
the district continues to 
bring in international 
teachers. JoAnna Mas-
soth is an international 
teachers coach with CCS. 
She’s seen firsthand the 
benefits of  increasing 
international teachers in 
the district. 

“I started doing this 
work in 2018 and I had 10 
dual language teachers,” 
Massoth said. “Last year, 
I had 46 international and 
dual language teachers 
and there are even more 
in the county.”

Massoth helps sup-
plement the role of  the 
companies by assisting 
with housing and helping 

the international teach-
ers get acclimated with 
specific cultural challeng-
es in CCS.

While the growth in in-
ternational teachers has 
overall been successful, it 
isn’t without its chal-
lenges. Those challenges 
have been exacerbated by 
COVID-19 and the rapid 
growth in the county. 
Massoth and teachers 
both said helping teach-
ers find housing and 
transportation became 
much harder this year 
due to rising costs in both 
markets. 

“Last year, it was a 
nightmare to find a car 
or make the necessary 
paperwork appointments 
we needed,” Rincon said. 
“It was not easy for us.”      

Massoth said these 
challenges are likely 
short term and caused 
by the immediate fallout 
from COVID-19. Overall, 
she believes the district 
will be able to continue 
growing its international 
teacher program, and 
the state supports them 
doing so. 

CCS recently an-
nounced it was adding 
three more international 
teachers from Colom-
bia ahead of  the new 
school year to help at 
Jordan-Matthews High 

School. The district is 
able to support interna-
tional teachers through 
Massoth and an addition-
al coach, which is some-
thing that most districts 
don’t have.

North Carolina had the 
most new J-1 visas last 
year, with 830 new visas 
for teachers. Each year, 
North Carolina receives 
about one in five to six of  
the new visas granted.

With fewer people 
graduating from N.C. col-
lege teaching programs, 
the state is looking at 
international teachers to 
help fill the need. Accord-
ing to federal data, 4,228 
students completed a 
North Carolina teaching 
program in 2020, down 
36% from 2012.

“As an international 
teacher you’re already 
different from others,” 
Massoth said. “We want 
to support creating a 
community here for them 
to thrive. When we do 
that we really help the 
district, these teachers 
and most importantly 
the students be more 
prepared to be global 
citizens.”   

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter @b_rappaport. 

CHATHAM COUNTY SCHOOLS

Staff photo by Ben Rappaport

International Teacher Coach JoAnna Massoth (left) poses with Chatham 
County Schools international teachers Shirley Rojas, Jacqueline Aguiluz, 
Sandra Rincon and Francis Salmazan in front of the CCS administrative 
office in Pittsboro.
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Mountaire plant overwhelming  
Siler City’s wastewater facility

State imposes moratorium for chronic noncompliance, levies fines 

BY LISA SORG
N.C. Policy Watch

SILER CITY — Down-
stream from the Siler 
City wastewater treat-
ment plant, sickness had 
beset the Rocky River.

At least 30 fish, includ-
ing the Eastern shiner 
and some species of  chub, 
“were observed with 
lesions and appeared 
stressed,” Tim Savidge, 
an environmental sci-
entist, wrote in his field 
notes to the NC Wildlife 
Resources Commission. 
“Gasping, irregular 
swimming, etc.”

On that cloudy, warm 
day last October, Savidge, 
who works for Three 
Oaks Engineering, and 
his team were conducting 
a freshwater mussels 
survey when he observed 
an even more disturbing 
phenomenon. “Large 
concentrations of  poultry 
organs, gizzards, intes-
tines, hearts,” he wrote, 
were splayed over the 
river bottom and at the 
base of  the banks where 
the water level was low.

“It was too much for 
fish bait,” Savidge told 
Policy Watch.” And it 
wasn’t concentrated in 
one place. As we were 
moving up the river, we’d 
see eight or nine parts, 
then another pile. It 
seemed kind of  unusual.”

The provenance of  
the chicken parts is 
unknown. Mountaire’s 
poultry processing 
facility is also upstream 
from where the entrails 
were found. A company 
spokeswoman told Policy 
Watch that “no one from 
the town or the state 
have been in contact with 
us about it. We do not 
discharge chicken parts 
to the town’s wastewater 
facility.”

Siler City’s wastewater 
treatment plant is an 
unlikely source for the 
organs — they would 
not pass through the 
filter system — but it 
could be responsible for 
the sick fish. Since 2019, 
the N.C. Dept. of  Envi-
ronmental Quality has 
cited the plant for nearly 
80 violations, including 
exceedances for fecal coli-
form, nitrogen, ammonia 
and aquatic toxicology 
standards. 

In just the last two 
years, DEQ has fined 
Siler City more than 
$118,000 related to these 
and other violations. The 
plant has been designated 
by the EPA as a “signifi-
cant non-complier.”

Many of  the violations 
stem from the effluent 
the wastewater treat-
ment plant receives from 
Mountaire, one of  the 
largest poultry proces-
sors in the nation. Since 
the facility opened three 
years ago, it has sent 
more than 1 million gal-
lons of  effluent per day 
to the plant. In turn, the 
plant discharges treated 
wastewater into Loves 
Creek, which feeds the 
Rocky River less than a 
half-mile downstream.

“Mountaire is bom-
barding them with 
waste,” said Connie 

Allred, a founder of  the 
environmental group 
Friends of  the Rocky 
River. She lives in Siler 
City, along the water-
way. “Mountaire makes 
money on the back of  
the environment, public 
health and safety.”

Siler City’s attempts 
to rein in pollution from 
Mountaire has far-reach-
ing environmental, public 
health and economic 
ramifications: Parts of  
the Rocky River and 
Loves Creek are on the 
federally impaired waters 
list because aquatic hab-
itats have been damaged. 
People also use these 
waterways for kayak-
ing, wading and fishing. 
Farther downstream, 
the Rocky River joins 
the Deep and the Haw to 
form the headwaters of  
the Cape Fear River, the 
drinking water supply for 
the city of  Sanford.

In May, conditions at 
the Siler City wastewa-
ter treatment plant and 
in its discharge were so 
severe and the violations 
so chronic, that DEQ 
imposed a statutory 
moratorium on new 
sewer connections. (See 
Q&A with Town Manager 
Hank Raper, page A1.)

No new housing devel-
opments can tap in. No 
new industry, including 
a computer chip maker 
that state lawmakers are 
trying to woo with $57.5 
million in incentives in 
the most recent state bud-
get. No new connections 
for prospective tenants of  
the Chatham-Siler City 
megasite.

Of  the 120 wastewater 
treatment plants under 
DEQ’s purview, just nine 
have a statutory morato-
rium.

As for the mystery of  
the dying fish and sundry 
poultry parts, it remains 
unsolved. 

Savidge said he called 
DEQ’s Raleigh Regional 
Office and left a message 
on the same day that he 
spotted the problem, last 
Oct. 4. No one called him 
back, he said. A DEQ 
spokeswoman said the 
agency has no record of  
the call. Wildlife Re-
sources didn’t learn of  
the problem until April, 
when Savidge entered his 
field notes. 

By then, the evidence 
was gone.

When Mountaire 
announced it would buy 
the former Townsend 
processing plant in 
2016, Siler City officials 
rejoiced. The town’s 
economic fortunes had 
suffered after two chick-
en slaughterhouses — 
Townsend and Pilgrim’s 
Pride — had closed.

Buoyed by $1.5 mil-
lion in incentives from 
Chatham County and 
$800,000 from Siler City, 
Mountaire would create 
more than 1,250 jobs and 
contribute millions of  
dollars to the region’s 
economy, the company 
said in a press release 
when the plant opened in 
April 2019. 

“To be good stewards 
of  all the assets God has 
entrusted to us is part of  
our Mountaire creed,” 
company executive vice 
president Dee Ann En-
glish said at the time. 

(While English was 
lauding the company’s 
stewardship, Mountaire 
was facing a class-action 
suit in Delaware over 
groundwater contami-
nation; the company last 
year agreed to pay $65 
million to settle the litiga-
tion. A separate federal 
consent decree requires 
Mountaire to spend $140 
million to upgrade and 
maintain its treatment 
plant.)

In Siler City, behind 
the scenes, town officials 
and state regulators 
knew that Mountaire, in 
slaughtering 1.4 million 
birds each week, would 
significantly increase pol-
lutant loads — nitrogen, 
ammonia, phosphorus 
and fecal coliform — to 
the wastewater treatment 
plant, which was ill-
equipped to handle them. 

Officials also expected 
that without a waste-
water treatment plant 
capable of  removing or 
significantly reducing 
levels of  these contami-
nants, they would enter 
— and harm — Loves 
Creek and downstream 
waters. 

“Allowing the town’s 
nitrogen load to rise for 
the next three to four 
years is less than ideal,” 
wrote Linda Culpepper, 
then the director of  the 
Division of  Water Re-
sources, in 2019. “Allow-
ing it to exceed historic 
levels is not acceptable. 
We cannot ignore predict-
ed increases in nitrogen 
loads [that will happen] 
until upgrades are com-
plete.” 

One of  the many pol-
lutants leaving Moun-
taire and the wastewater 
treatment plant, Total 
Nitrogen is of  particular 
concern. There are many 
types of  nitrogen, such 
as ammonia, nitrates and 
nitrites. Total Nitrogen 
is the sum of  those types. 
High levels are toxic to 
fish, mussels and, in 
some cases, even hu-
mans. 

Siler City’s wastewater 
treatment plant had al-
ways struggled with Total 
Nitrogen, which for years 
had regularly polluted 
Loves Creek. Only after 
Townsend and Pilgrim’s 
Pride closed, and Total 
Nitrogen loads from 
those operations stopped, 
did contaminant levels 
in Loves Creek drop — 
by 70% — state records 
show. 

Nonetheless, Siler City 
didn’t require Mountaire 
to install pretreatment 
equipment that would 
have reduced the amount 
entering the wastewater 
treatment plant. It was 
an expense the company 
could have well afford-
ed: Mountaire’s gross 
revenues in 2019 were 
$2.1 billion; last year they 
increased to $2.4 billion.

Instead, the town’s 
wastewater treatment 
plant, funded by taxpayer 
dollars, has borne the 
burden of  removing the 
contaminants. 

Only last year did Siler 
City limit the amount of  
Total Nitrogen that could 
leave the Mountaire facil-
ity. DEQ has also capped 
how much Total Nitrogen 
the wastewater treatment 
plant can discharge into 
Loves Creek, but the 
amounts are still astro-
nomical: 182,646 pounds 
per year through Dec. 31. 

Once the wastewater 
treatment is upgraded — 
a year and half  behind 
schedule — its annual 
Total Nitrogen discharge 
will be limited to 54,800 
pounds in 2025.

To meet those bench-
marks Mountaire will 
have to limit its nitrogen 
as well. Cathy Bassett, a 
company spokeswoman, 
told Policy Watch in an 
email that “we consis-
tently look at ways to 
improve our sustain-
ability efforts and are in 
the midst of  designing 
a wastewater system 
upgrade.”

However, nitrogen isn’t 
the only pollutant harm-
ing Loves Creek and the 
Rocky River. Siler City’s 
wastewater treatment 
plant has consistently 
blown past its average 
weekly and monthly 
limits for several oth-
er contaminants. This 
includes exceedances of  
1,220% for ammonia and 
1,093% for fecal coliform, 
bacteria that is found in 
human and animal waste, 
according to EPA data.

As recently as July 
25, DEQ again cited the 
wastewater treatment 
plant for violating its 
“duty to mitigate” pollut-
ants earlier this spring. 
Siler City could be fined 
as much as $25,000 per 
day.

If  DEQ fines Siler City 
even a portion of  that 
amount, the total penal-
ties assessed since 2019 
could approach $200,000. 
That is nearly twice the 
amount — $105,000 — the 
town spent on the first 
phase of  the wastewater 

treatment plant upgrade, 
town records show.

“For Siler City, the 
fines don’t seem to be 
a deterrent,” Allred of  
the Friends of  the Rocky 
River said. “And Siler 
City has to work with 
Mountaire, so having 
an adversarial position 
with them is problematic. 
This used to be the state’s 
responsibility. Now it’s 
the town’s.”

Local governments are 
in a difficult spot. DEQ 
issues discharge permits 
to, and regulates, waste-
water treatment plants. 
The governments are 
responsible for regulating 
their industrial custom-
ers. 

Yet industrial custom-
ers actually have the up-
per hand. They pay fees 
and taxes that help local 
governments stay afloat. 
They create jobs, even 
low-paying and physical-
ly demanding ones, like 
those at Mountaire. For 
a small and low-wealth 
town like Siler City, they 
must penalize the very 
entities on which their 
economic well-being 
depends.

Siler City town records 
filed with DEQ show 
wastewater treatment 
plant officials did cite 
Mountaire for eight 
violations unrelated to 
nitrogen in 2021. No fines 
were listed in the town’s 
annual report to DEQ.

However, Siler City 
gave Mountaire a pass 
on several other viola-
tions. DEQ cited the town 
last year for failing to 
enforce pollutant limits 
on the company, records 
show. The town failed to 
determine that Moun-
taire was “in significant 
noncompliance.” Nor did 
it penalize the company, 
a violation of  town’s 
permit, according to DEQ 
records. 

This spring, the compa-
ny failed to notify waste-
water treatment plant 
staff that it changed its 
disinfectant from bleach 
to peroxide. When perox-
ide entered the treatment 
plant, it killed all the ben-
eficial microorganisms 
that help break down the 
waste, state records show. 
“Mixed liquor” — raw 
wastewater and activated 
sludge that are key to 
the treatment process 
— “turned septic,” state 
records say.

Wastewater treatment 
plant superintendent 
Brittany York wrote to 
DEQ this month that 
utilities officials had “dis-
covered” Mountaire had 
also been sending high 
amounts of  chlorine to 
the facility. The town has 
since asked the company 
to begin monitoring and 
decrease its levels of  
chlorine in the discharge.

“No one is fixing the 
problem,” said Blakely 
Hildebrand, an attorney 
for the Southern Envi-
ronmental Law Center. 
SELC represented the 
Friends of  Rocky River 

in contesting the waste-
water treatment plant’s 
discharge permit. “It’s a 
vicious cycle with a lot of  
finger-pointing.”

In written correspon-
dence with DEQ, Siler 
City officials regularly 
explain why the waste-
water treatment plant 
continues to violate the 
law. All of  it speaks to a 
wastewater treatment 
plant on the brink.

Planned upgrades 
are 18 months behind 
schedule. The town has 
justified the delays based 
on pandemic-related 
supply chain disruptions 
and other “unforeseen 
circumstances,” accord-
ing to state records, and 
won’t be finished until 
December 31, 2024.

When finished, the 
improved plant will 
accept 6 million gallons 
of  wastewater per day, up 
from the current 4 mil-
lion gallon per day limit, 
and will include other 
pollutant controls, at 
an estimated cost of  $21 
million, according to 2019 
board of  commissioners 
minutes. 

Siler City has cobbled 
together enough to cover 
the cost of  the plant 
upgrade and other sewer 
system improvements: 
a total of  $9.6 million in 
grants from the Golden 
Leaf  Foundation, the 
state Department of  
Commerce, Chatham 
County, a state budget 
allocation and the USDA. 
The town also received 
a $14.5 million low-inter-
est loan from the USDA, 
board minutes show. 

Not all of  the money 
has yet been released. 
For example, the Golden 
Leaf  Foundation has not 
yet given Siler City the 
$2 million award to the 
WWTP, according to a 
foundation spokeswom-
an. Funds are available 
for improvements and 
expansion of  the facility 
which will include engi-
neering and construction 
expenses.

Chatham County Com-
missioner Diana Hales, 
who lives in Siler City 
along the Rocky River, 
said she is “very trou-
bled by the number of  
violations” that led to the 
moratorium, both from 
an environmental per-
spective and an econom-
ic one. “The investment 
that the state and town 
is about to make at the 
megasite — it could jeop-
ardize a tenant choosing 
to locate there.” 

[Editor’s note: Siler 
City officials told the 
News + Record the town 
has been in close contact 
with the state environ-
mental department 
regarding wastewater 
treatment plans and has 
taken immediate action 
to aggressively address 
water treatment needs 
over the the next 90 
days. In a statement pro-
vided to the newspaper, 
the town says its action 
plan has an aggressive 
timeline of  90 days and 
will optimize perfor-
mance of  the Siler City 
WWTP and the Siler 
City Water Treatment 
Plant. 

“We are confident that 
these combined actions 
will achieve compliance 
with regulations,” the 
statement said. “We 
have, and will continue 
to meet frequently with 
state regulators to work 
through requirements 
for lifting the morato-
rium. State regulators 
have recommended a 
short term action plan 
to implement operation-
al improvements and 
capital improvements 
which is expected to 
provide a clear path 
forward to remove 
restrictions and provide 
certainty to our econom-
ic partners.”] 

Photo by Lisa Sorg

Mountaire, a poultry processing plant in Siler City in Chatham County, is a main contributor to the 
town’s wastewater plant, which has been cited by the state for nearly 80 water quality violations 
since 2019. 
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Bruce McDaniel
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Various 
Options 

Available

T.V. ANTENNAS
- 45 Years Experience -

Call today for an estimate and to see 
what channels are available at 

your location.

SALES & INSTALLATION



REAL ESTATE
SEVERAL ACRES of land with 
mature timber is for sale. Lo-
cated near 5300 Old U.S. 421 S., 
Bear Creek, N.C. Call 410-655-
5146 to inquire. Jn30-Au25,9tp   

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc        

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Tues & Thurs, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 919-533-
6319 for more information, 
TDD #1-800-735-2962, Equal 
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. No security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Jy14,tfnc

HOMES FOR RENT
HOUSE FOR RENT - Bennett 
area; 2 bedrooms, 1 bath; 
appliance included, one year 
lease. $1,000 per mo., $1,000 
Security deposit. Call 919-427-
2122, leave message. Au11-
Oct14,10t/c

MOBILE HOME SALES
FOR SALE – New 3 Bedroom 
2 Bath singlewide manu-
factured homes located in 
Hampton Village in Siler City. 
Starting at $94,500. LIMITED 
TIME ONLY receive a $4,000 
discount through the month 
of August. Call 919-742-1250. 
Au11,18,25,3tc 

MOBILE HOME RENTALS
RENTAL - Brand new 3 Bed-
room 2 Bath singlewide man-
ufactured home located in 
Hampton Village (Siler City). 
$1,000 per month. Move-In 
ready! Call 919-742-1250. 
Au11,18,25,3tc  

RENTAL - New 2022 16x76 3 
Bedroom, 2 Bath Deluxe res-
idential package singlewide 
manufactured home. Features 
painted drywall throughout, 
smooth finish ceilings, elegant 
walk-in shower. Located in 
Hampton Village in Siler City. 
$1,200 per month. Call 919-742-
1250. Au11,18,25,3tc  

FOR SALE
TV ANTENNAS - Come by 
MacPage Communications at 
102 North Third Avenue, Siler 
City. 919-227-6698, Au4,tfnc

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
ED’S BACKHOE AND BRUSH 
CLEARING, driveways and 
drain-line repairs. Call 919-352-
5599. Au4,11,18,25,4tp  

CASH PAID FOR JUNK CARS 
and pickups. Call 336-581-3423, 
Jy28-S15,8tp 

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 

charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
CHATHAM CARES COMMU-
NITY PHARMACY is hiring a 
part-time Executive Director/ 
Pharmacy Manager. Must be 
a licensed pharmacist and 
located in the Piedmont region 
of the state. Bilingual English/ 
Spanish skills a plus. For more 
info, or to apply: Chatham-
Cares.com/executive-director.  
Au18-O6,8tc  

FOOD SERVICES STAFF, 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Monday – Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc 

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 417
All persons having claims 
against HARVEY LLOYD BROW-
ER, deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 4th day of November, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 1st day of August, 
2022.
Susan Belle Brown Sloan, 
Executrix
347 S. 2nd Avenue
Siler City, NC 27344 

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 420
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of J. WAYNE STROWD, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned at 
his address, 4041 Mt. Gilead 
Church Road, Pittsboro, North 
Carolina, 27312, on or before 

the 4th day of November, 2022, 
or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons indebted to said 
estate will please make imme-
diate payment.
This 27th day of July, 2022.
  John Wayne Strowd, Jr.
  4041 Mt. Gilead Church Road
  Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P.O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312-0880

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of TERRY R. 
THALMAN, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
the estate of said deceased to 
exhibit them to John G. Kelso, 
Esq., Van Winkle, Buck, Wall, 
Starnes and Davis, P.A., Attor-
neys-at-Law, 11 North Market 
Street, Asheville, NC 28801, 
on or before the 4th day of 
November, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
Patricia A. Thalman, Executor
Estate of Terry R. Thalman
John G. Kelso, Esq., Van 
Winkle, 
  Buck, Wall, Starnes and Davis, 
P.A., 
Attorneys-at-Law  
11 North Market Street
 Asheville, NC 28801

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tx

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 416
All persons having claims 
against SHELIA ASHLEY, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
4th day of  November, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.       
This the 1st day of August, 
2022.
Misty Squires Peeler, Executrix
197 Gallup Rd. 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27517 

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS    
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utor of the Estate of LYMAN 
DARDEN JARMAN, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 

this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 3rd day of 
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 29th day of July, 2022.
 Pamelia Joyce Jarman, Exec-
utor of
 The Estate of Lyman Darden 
Jarman
 3165 W. Third Street
 Siler City, North Carolina  
27344
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE
Attorneys at Law
Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
(919) 542-5605

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS    
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utrix of the Estate of WADE 
HERMAN PHILLIPS late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 3rd day of 
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 29th day of July, 2022.
  Heather B. Doucette, Execu-
trix of
  The Estate of Wade Herman 
Phillips
  822 Fitts Street
  Sanford, North Carolina  
27330
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE
Attorneys at Law
Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
(919) 542-5605

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Execu-
trix of the Estate of MARTHA 
LOIS SMITH PHILLIPS  late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 3rd day of 
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.

 This the 29th day of July, 2022.
 Heather B. Doucette, 
Executrix of
 The Estate of Mar-
tha Lois Smith Phillips
  822 Fitts Street
  Sanford, North 
Carolina  27330
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE
Attorneys at Law
BOX 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
(919) 542-5605

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, Thomas 
William Andrew and David 
Herbert Andrew, having 
qualified as Co-Executors of 
the Estate of RUTH THAMES 
ANDREW, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of 
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 4th day of August, 
2022. 
  Thomas William Andrew
  14108 Flint Rock Road
  Rockville, MD 20853
  1-301-455-3027  
  David Herbert Andrew
  975 Melody Lane
  Roswell, GA 30075
  1-770-371-6077
W. Ben Atwater, Jr. 
Moody, Williams, Atwater & 
Lee
P.O. Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, Steve Clark 
Phillips, having qualified as Ex-
ecutor of the Estate of SUSAN 
SILER PHILLIPS, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, this 
is to notify all persons having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 4th 
day of November, 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-

ment to the undersigned.
This the 4th day of August, 
2022. 
  Steven Clark Phillips
  7431 Silk Hope Liberty Road
  Siler City, NC 27344
  1-336-622-4963
W. Ben Atwater, Jr., Attorney 
Moody, Williams, Atwater & 
Lee
P.O. Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executrix 
of BERTHA FOY RIDDLE MANN, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
or corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at 
Amy Mann Meacham, 134 Rid-
dle Road, Pittsboro, NC 27312, 
on or before the 9th day of 
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

Chatham Monument Co. has an opening for 
a monument installer. Work involves working 
in Siler City and surrounding area installing 

monuments as part of a 3-person team. 

Apply in Person, 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

227 N. 2nd Ave. Siler City, NC 27344 

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete

application and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

EOE/M/F/V

Please Inquire At: Wilson Brothers Main Office
919-837-2131

20412 NC Hwy 902, Bear Creek, NC 27207
Applications Also Available Online: 
www.wilsonbrotherstrucking.com

Live Poultry Driver

Positions Available

• Live Haul Poultry Loads for Mountaire Farms-   
 Siler City Plant
• Local Loads – Home Daily
• 200-300 Miles Per Day
• Good Driving Record/Clean History Required
• Competitive Pay & Benefits Package Includes:  
 Medical, Dental, Life, STD and LTD Insurance, 
 401K Plan, Holiday & Vacation Pay

$10,000 Sign On Bonus

For Experienced Live 

Poultry Drivers
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make immediate payment to 
the undersigned. 
This 1st day of August, 2022.
Amy M. Meacham, Executrix 
of the
   Estate of Bertha Foy Riddle 
Mann
134 Riddle Rd
Pittsboro NC 27312

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 413
All persons having claims 
against GERALD HARVARD 
BARSKY, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 4th day of  Novem-
ber, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 1st day of August, 
2022.
Barbara Barsky, Executor
719 Birstall Dr. 
Cary, NC 27519

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 408
All persons having claims 
against DERRY EDWARD 
MATTHEWS, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of  
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 1st day of August, 
2022.
Hilda Lauretta Ewalda Mat-
thews, Executrix
16140 U.S. Hwy 421 South, 

Sanford, NC 27330 
Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 390
All persons having claims 
against JAMES ERVIN DIXON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 4th day of  November, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 1st day of August, 
2022.
Stuart Lee Dixon, Executor
99 Runa Ct. 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Au4,Au11,Au18,Au25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 28th day of 
July, 2022, as Executor of 
the Estate of DONNA MARIA 
LLOYD aka Donna M. Lloyd, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 24th day of 
November, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 11th day of August, 2022.
Kelly D. Farrell, Executor
  Donna Maria Lloyd aka Donna 
M. Lloyd
c/o J Alan Campbell LawcPO 

Box 850
Hillsborough, NC 27278

Au11,Au18,Au25,S1,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Estate of Kearney Hill Andrews
FILE NO. 22 E 405
 All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
KEARNEY HILL ANDREWS, 
deceased, Chatham County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 
or before 11th day of Novem-
ber, 2022 or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 11th day of August, 
2022.
Clara Perry, Executor
� NC Estate Solutions
PO Box 3006
Raleigh, NC 27602

Au11,Au18,Au25,S1,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Estate of Thomas Elvin Hinton, 
Sr.
File No. 22 E 282
All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
THOMAS ELVIN HINTON SR., 
deceased, Chatham County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 11th day of 
November, 2022 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 11th day of August, 
2022.
Michelle Hinton, Administrator
� NC Estate Solutions
PO Box 3006
Raleigh, NC 27602

Au11,Au18,Au25,S1,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
22 E 379
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executrix of the 
Estate of WILLIAM ROBISON, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at her 
address, P.O. Box 1225, Pitts-
boro, North Carolina, 27312, 
on or before the 11th day of 
November, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
 This 8th day of 
August, 2022.
 Tunney Lee LeVac
  P. O. Box 1225
  Pittsboro, North 
Carolina   27312
 GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
 P. O. Box 880
 Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312-0880
Au11,Au18,Au25,S1,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against LINDA MARIE LEE, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
11th day of  November, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 9th day of August, 
2022.
Vickie Lee Jimenez, Adminis-
trator

1109 West Pope Street
Benson, NC 27504

Au11,Au18,Au25,S1,4tp

CREDITORS NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Execu-
trix of the Estate of HAZEL 
PATTERSON STONE, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the 
Estate of the deceased to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 18th day of 
November, 2022 or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the Estate of the deceased 
will please make immediate 
payment. 
This the 15th day of August, 
2022. 
Pattie Stone Turner, Executrix
2978 Butterwood Drive
Jamestown, NC 27282

Au18,Au25,S1,S8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against CLINTON PEARCE, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
18th day of  November, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 15th day of August, 
2022.
Ronald Pearce, Executor
6205 Buckhorn Rd
Greensboro, NC 27410 

Au18,Au25,Au1,Au8,4tp

22-SP-98 NOTICE OF SUBSTI-
TUTE TRUSTEE’S 
FORECLOSURE SALE OF REAL 
PROPERTY  UNDER AND BY 
VIRTUE of the power and 
authority contained in that 
certain Deed of Trust executed 
and delivered by David Shaw 
dated October 3, 2017 and 
recorded on October 3, 2017, 
in Book 1950 at page 125, in 
the Office of the Register of 
Deeds of Chatham County, 
North Carolina; and because of 
default in the payment of the 
indebtedness secured thereby 
and, pursuant to demand 
of the holder of the Note 
secured by said Deed of Trust, 
the undersigned Goddard & 
Peterson, PLLC (Substitute 
Trustee) will offer for sale at 
the courthouse door in the 
City of Pittsboro, Chatham 
County, North Carolina, or the 
customary location designated 
for foreclosure sales, on Au-
gust 30, 2022 at 10:30 AM and 
will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash the following real 
estate situated in the County 
of Chatham, North Carolina 
and being more particularly 
described in the above refer-
enced Deed of Trust, together 
with all improvements located 
thereon: 
Address of Property:  3638 
Bonlee Bennett Road, Bear 
Creek, NC 27207 Tax Parcel ID:  
0004279 Present Record Own-
er:  David Shaw Trustee may, 
in the Trustee’s sole discretion, 
delay the sale for up to one 
hour as provided in N.C.G.S. 
§45-21.23. Said property is sold 
subject to applicable Federal 
and State laws. A deposit 
of five percent (5%) of the 
amount of the bid or seven 
hundred fifty Dollars ($750.00), 
whichever is greater, is re-
quired and must be tendered 
in the form of certified funds 

at the time of the sale.  Should 
the property be purchased 
by a third party, that party 
must pay the excise tax, any 
Land Transfer Tax, as well as 
the court costs of Forty-Five 
Cents ($0.45) per One Hundred 
Dollars ($100.00) required by 
N.C.G.S. §7A-308(a)(1). The 
real property described above 
is being offered for sale ‘‘AS 
IS, WHERE IS’’ and will be sold 
subject to all superior liens, 
unpaid taxes, and special 
assessments.  Neither the Sub-
stitute Trustee nor the holder 
of the Note secured by the 
Deed of Trust being foreclosed, 
nor the officers, directors, 
attorneys, employees, agents 
or authorized representatives 
of either the Substitute Trust-
ee or the holder of the Note 
make any representation or 
warranty relating to the title or 
any physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions 
existing in, on, at or relating to 
the property being offered for 
sale, and any and all responsi-
bilities or liabilities arising out 
of or in any way relating to any 
such condition expressly are 
disclaimed. The sale will be 
held open for ten (10) days for 
upset bids as required by law. 
If the Trustee or Substitute 
Trustee is unable to convey 
title to this property for any 
reason, the sole remedy of the 
purchaser is the return of the 
deposit.  Reasons of such in-
ability to convey title include, 
but are not limited to, the filing 
of a bankruptcy petition prior 
to the sale and reinstatement 
of the loan without knowledge 
of the Substitute Trustee(s).  
If the validity of the sale is 
challenged by any party, the 
Substitute Trustee(s), in its/
their sole discretion, if it/
they believe(s) the challenge 
to have merit, may declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit.  The purchaser 
will have no further remedy. 
Additional Notice where the 
Real Property is Residential 
with less than 15 Rental Units: 
An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 45-21.29 
in favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the Clerk of 
Superior Court of the County 
in which the property is sold.  
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or/after October 1, 
2007, may, after receiving the 
notice of sale, terminate the 
rental agreement by providing 
written notice of termination 
to the landlord, to be effective 
on a date stated in the Notice 
that is at least ten (10) days, 
but no more than ninety (90) 
days, after the sale date con-
tained in the Notice of Sale, 
provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at 
the time the tenant provides 
the Notice of Termination. 
Upon termination of a rental 
agreement, the tenant is liable 
for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the 
effective date of such termina-
tion. This is a communication 
from a debt collector.  The pur-
pose of this Communication 
is to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose, except 
as stated below in the instance 
of bankruptcy protection. If 
you are under the protection of 
the bankruptcy court or have 
been discharged as a result of 
a bankruptcy proceeding, this 
notice is given to you pursuant 
to statutory requirement and 
for informational purposes and 
is not intended as an attempt 
to collect a debt or as an act to 
collect, assess, or recover all 
or any portion of the debt from 
you personally. 
FN#   3130.01222  59142

Au18,Au25,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Execu-
trix of the Estate of SANDOR 
ALAN BALOGH [22-E-449] late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the said de-
scedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
18th day of November, 2022, 
or this notice will be plead 

in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons, firms and corporation 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment.
This the 15th day of August, 
2022.
Melissa Young Allen, Executrix
210 Hillsborough Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Au18,Au25,S1,S8,4tc

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE NO: 22-E-448
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY   
    
  
IN RE: ESTATE OF MARY JOHN 
RESCH
    A.K.A. 
MARY L. RESCH
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE UNDERSIGNED having 
qualified as co-Executors of 
the Estate of MARY JOHN 
RESCH, a.k.a. Mary L. Resch, 
Deceased, in the Office of 
the Clerk of Superior Court of 
Chatham County, do hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the said Decedent to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before November 
21, 2022, said date being at 
least three months from the 
date of the first publication 
or posting of this Notice as 
indicated below, or the same 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said Estate, please make 
immediate payment.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of G.S. 28A-
14-1.  
This the 18th day of August, 
2022.
   Mary Resch Lloyd
   Margaret Resch Morgan
   ESTATE OF MARY JOHN 
RESCH
   a.k.a. MARY L. RESCH
   3853 Philip Ludwell
   Williamsburg, NC 23188  
   
Taylor Avioli
Narron Wenzel, PA
5400 Glenwood Ave., Suite 201
Raleigh, NC 27612

Au18,Au25,S1,S8,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of HUGH FRANCIS BRESLIN IV 
a/k/a HUGH FRANCIS BRESLIN, 
JR., Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at the offices of Till-
man, Whichard & Cagle, PLLC, 
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 
130, Chapel Hill, NC 27514, 
on or before the 18th day of 
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to the estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 18th day of August, 2022.
HUGH F. BRESLIN V, EXECUTOR 
ESTATE OF HUGH FRANCIS 
BRESLIN IV
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC
 501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Au18,Au25,S1,S8,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
MARVENE L. HILKEY, deceased 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, on the 10th day of 
August, 2022, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the office of 
the attorney for the estate 
on or before the 20th day of 
November, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
This 18th day of August, 2022.
James Harold Hilkey, Personal 
Representative
 c/o Larry H. Rocamora, Attor-
ney for the Estate, 
McPherson, Rocamora, Nichol-
son, Wilson & Hinkle, PLLC 

†As compared to other streaming services. Regional sports networks are not available in all areas and may vary by ZIP code and package.†As compared to other streaming services. Regional sports networks areare not available in all areas and may vary by ZIP code and package.

CARRIES THE MOST LOCAL 
MLB® GAMES†

855.548.9839
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

*DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream 
recommended for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your DIRECTV STREAM service renews 
monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file unless you cancel. New customers who cancel service in the first 14 days will receive a full refund. 
Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial month periods or unwatched content. However, once you’ve cancelled, you can access DIRECTV STREAM through the remaining 
monthly period. Regional Sports and Local Channels: Regional Sports available with CHOICE and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package and billing region. 
Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Taxes: State and local taxes or other governmental fees and charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges assessed 
against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subject to blackout restrictions. All offers, 
programming, promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See 
directv.com/stream/ for details. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

No annual contract Price subject to change.

$8999†

+ tax
MO. CHOICE™ PACKAGE

90+ Live TV Channels

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT 
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BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

When outdoors, your impact 
should be smaller than this ad.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. 833-987-
0207

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH! 
Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much 
you can save!  Call:  833-472-
0580

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and 
mosquito control.  Call for a 

quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress 
#6258

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Use Happy Jack® DD33 to kill 
fleas & ticks on dogs & cats on 
contact.  At Tractor Supply® 
(www.fleabeacon.com)

Statewide Classified

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-213-6711

FROM
$2,549

$2,299*

TM

1-855-874-7693
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on 
airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 
guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally 
located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront 
lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. 
Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round
BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR
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3211 Shannon Road, Suite 400
 Durham, NC 27707

Au18,Au25,S1,S8,4tc     

IVAN GALLEGOS DBA MAXX 
USED CARS LCC
506 WEST STREET
PITTSBORO, NC 27312
NOTICE OF SALE 
The petitioner will be selling 
a 2018 SUBARU FORESTER, 
Under Lien, 
on Wednesday, 08/31/2022 at 
11:00 a.m. 
at 506 West Street
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Au18,Au25,2tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 450
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of MARY STROWD WARD 
RIGGSBEE, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 17th day of  
November, 2022 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 18th day of August, 
2022.
Lunday A. Riggsbee, Executor 
of the 
Estate of Mary Strowd Ward 
Riggsbee
3868 Mt. Gilead Church Road
 Pittsboro, NC  27312

Au18,Au25,S1,S8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 460
All persons having claims 
against ELIZABETH MCCOY 
MASON, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 18th day of  
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 15th day of August, 
2022.
Pattie Mason Sturdivant, 
Executrix  

3867 Crawford Dairy Rd

Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
Au18,Au25,Au1,Au8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 459
All persons having claims 
against DONALD LEE BRAY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 18th day of  November, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 15th day of August, 
2022.
Sara Neal Bray, Administrator  
295 Henry Bray Dr
Siler City, NC 27344

Au18,Au25,Au1,Au8,4tp

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS  
The Town of Siler City is 
seeking general contractors 
for the rehabilitation and re-
construction of homes funded 
under the Town’s Community 
Development Block Grant – 
Neighborhood Revitalization 
(CDBG-NR) program. The 
bidder must be licensed as a 
NC General Contractor if the 
individual unit bid is greater 
than $30,000.  Contracts will be 
awarded based on a competi-
tive bidding process.  
You may obtain a copy of 
the bid package (rebid) for 
the rehabilitation of one (1) 
unit and the reconstruction 
of three (3) units by emailing 
Insight Planning & Develop-
ment at crico@insight-pd.com. 
A pre-bid conference is not 
being held for this rebid. There 
is no charge for receiving bid 
packages. Bids will be due by 
Thursday, September 1, 2022, 
at 11:00 AM, and opened and 
read promptly thereafter, at 
the Multipurpose Room, Wren 
Memorial Library, 500 N. Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, NC.
The Town of Siler City is an 
equal opportunity employer/
service provider and encourag-
es participation by historically 
underutilized businesses, 
including small, minority, and 
female-owned businesses.

Au25,1tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as the Exec-
utor of the Estate of STANLEY 
DEE FORESTER, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at 82 Patton 
Avenue, Suite 500, Asheville, 
NC 28801 on or before Novem-
ber 28, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This the 15th day of August, 
2022.
Maxine C. Forester, Executor 
of the
  Estate of Stanley Dee Forester
Attorney for Estate:
Richard J. Kania
The Kania Law Firm, P.A.
82 Patton Avenue, Suite 500
Asheville, NC 28801

Au25,S1,S8,S15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 442
All persons having claims 
against JOHN ROSS DOWDY, 
JR., deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 25th day of  November, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 23rd day of August, 
2022.
Lura D. Broadie, Administrator  
4301 Holstein Dr. 
High Point, N.C. 27265 

Au25,S1,S8,S15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 466
All persons having claims 
against JEAN H. RUSH, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
25th day of  November, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 23rd day of August, 
2022.
Ricky Rush, Executor
302 Rush Rd.
New Hill, NC 27562

Au25,S1,S8,S15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
STANLEY JOHN GIROUX, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
25th day of November, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 25th day of August, 
2022.
  Cheryl Ann Giroux, Co-Admin-
istrator
  6 Crown Dr., Unit 110
  Quincy, MA 02169
  Andrea Marie Hayes, Co-Ad-
ministrator
  593 Canal Town St.
  Brunswick, MD 21716
c/o John M. Perna, Attorney 
at Law
202 Davis Grove Circle, Suite 
105
Cary, N.C. 27519

Au25,S1,S8,S15,4tc

NOTICE OF SALE  
Siler City Self Storage 
(“Lienor”), P.O. Box 143, Siler 
City, North Carolina, will hold 
this public sale of personal 
property at its storage facility 
on Tuesday, September 13th, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m. in Siler 
City, NC.  The sale will start 
at 1407 E. 11th St (behind Sir 
Pizza), then to 500 West 2nd St 
(behind Maxway), then to 1112 
S. Chatham Ave.

The following persons and 
property at 1407 E. 11th St., 
Siler City, NC, are subject to 
this lien sale: 
Linda Carol Alston, Unit: 1071
24 Country Manor Est
Siler City, NC 27344
Shenika Alston, Unit: 1041
327 Duncan Farm Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
Jennifer Bradley, Unit 1023
13310 Hwy 902
Bear Creek, NC 27207
Brenda Blanco, Unit 1025
47 Crystal Lane
Siler City, NC 27344
Lori Cockman, Unit 1096
327 E Davis Dr, Apt 13B
Burlington, NC 27215
Micah Jenkins, Unit 1098
5202 Bedrock Rd
Julian, NC 27283
Samantha Johnson, Unit 2008
2527 Buffalo Church Rd, Unit 
#7
Sanford, NC 27330
Lucien Maynard, Unit 1034
295 Webb Creek Rd
Fairview, NC 28730
Margaret McKeiver, Unit 1060
911 12th St
Siler City, NC 27344
Anthony McIntosh, Unit 1127
1808 N Chatham
Siler City, NC 27344
Cristina Miller, Unit 1048
1601 Autumn Dr
Greensboro, NC 27405
Karen Simmons, Unit 1094
1825 Rocky Lane
Asheboro, NC 27205
Shenea Whiting, Unit 1044
103 Rose St
Hamlett, NC 28345
Candace Williams, Unit 2014
106 Hunters Court, Ste A
Siler City, NC 27344
The following persons and 
property at 500 W. 2nd St., 
Siler City, NC are subject to 
this lien sale:
Adrian Alston, Unit 190
115 S Dogwood Ave
Siler City, NC 27344
Eric Bair, Unit 175
106 Sunset Place
Carrboro, NC 27510
Faline Doolin, Unit 110
4539 Bunton Swain Rd
Liberty, NC 27298
Fernando English, Unit 166
1736 Mandeville Ln
Los Angeles, Ca 90049
Kanisha Goldston, Unit 111
747 W Dolphin St
Siler City, NC 27344
Kristen Gordon, Unit 106 & 133
2400 Bowers Store Rd
Siler City, NC 27344

Teresa Lynch, Unit 194
PO Box 103
Bear Creek, NC 27207
Nikia Peoples, Unit 158
463 Ed Clapp Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
Patricia Rumley, Unit 147
2312 Monroe St SW
Supply, NC 28462
Joy Smith, Unit 108
41 William Goins Dr
Siler City, NC 27344
Joan & Charles Underwood, 
Units 185, 186, and 187
117 N Chatham Ave
Siler City, NC 27344  
Natalie Ussery, Unit 126
2833 W 3rd St
Siler City, NC 27344
Robert Willett, Unit 199
224 N East St
Raleigh, NC 27601
The following persons and 
property at 1112 S. Chatham 
Ave., Siler City, NC, are subject 
to this lien sale:
Pattie Cromer, Unit 244 
6853 NC Hwy 49N
Liberty, NC 27298
Durwood Fuller, Unit 322
1206 April Loop
Siler City, NC 27344
Debbie Hatch, Unit 239
8245 Old Switchboard Rd
Snow Camp, NC 27349
Jocelyn Wallace, Unit 335
405 E 10th St
Siler City, NC 27344
Martha Yarborough, Unit 310 
645 E 5th St
Siler City, NC 27344 

Au25,1tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 363
All persons having claims 
against JOHNIE LONDON 
ALSTON, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of  
November, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 23rd day of August, 
2022.
Bryan Keith Alston, Adminis-
trator CTA
2 Wildrose Ct.
Greensboro, NC 27410

Au25,S1,S8,S15,4tp

Pittsboro water filtration project  
moving ahead despite delays 

BY MAYDHA DEVARAJAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Pittsboro 
residents are one step closer to 
having access to clean drinking 
water via the town’s Granular 
Activated Carbon (GAC) filter 
project.

At Monday’s board meeting, 
town commissioners heard an 
update on progress with the 
GAC system from Reed Barton, 
an associate environmental 
engineer with CDM Smith.

The GAC system is the first 
phase of  addressing PFAS, 
or per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances, contamination 
in the town’s drinking water. 
The town has faced delays in 
getting the system online; most 
recently, Pittsboro had hoped 
to activate the system in early 
August but had to postpone 
because the construction crew 
encountered an unexpected 
rock bed while finalizing un-
derground pipe installation. 

Barton said at Monday’s 
meeting that supply chain 
issues and a holdup in the con-
struction schedule due to late 
delivery of  certain key compo-
nents — like the second of  two 

pumps — have contributed to a 
delay in activating the filtra-
tion system, putting the town a 
month behind schedule.

In 2021, the treatment goal 
was a removal of  at least 90% 
of  all PFAS from the filtered 
supply. 

The EPA updated to a 
temporary health advisory 
level (HAL) for PFOA and 
PFOS, chemicals within the 
PFAS family, in June. The 
updated levels are .0004 ppt for 
PFOA and .002 ppt for PFOS, a 
significant decrease from the 
previous level of  70 ppt for both 
chemicals combined.  

Barton said the EPA is 
expected to set a maximum 
contamination level of  how 
much PFAS can be in drinking 
water, and will have a draft by 
the end of  2022.

“So I think it’s a wait-and-
see-what-they-do [situation],” 
Barton said. “But hopefully 
in the next couple of  months, 
we’ll find out what the regula-
tory limit for PFOS and PFOA 
are, and we can evaluate what 
the system can do in terms of  
that new regulation.”

The GAC system was in 
operation for the first time on 

Monday for one hour, and was 
expected to be put into contin-
uous operation by Wednesday, 
pending final checks. Barton 
said the system will initially 
be limited to 1 million gallons 
a day — though it’s intended 
to be a 1.5 million gallons a 
day system — while the town 
waits for the installation of  the 
second pump. 

Barton estimates that 
homeowners in town will have 
purified water a day after the 
system goes online. 

Town Manager Chris Ken-
nedy also said the town had 
hoped to cease the partnership 
with Chatham Marketplace to 
provide clean drinking water 
to residents by Labor Day to 
coincide with the GAC system 
going online. The town now 
plans to run the program until 
Oct. 1, he said. 

Other business
• Commissioners also ap-

proved Development Associ-
ates as the firm that will help 
recruit a new town manager 
and a $25,000 line item increase 
to the town’s budget for the 
contracted services. On Thurs-
day, the board will meet at 3 

p.m. to review the candidate 
for interim manager, though 
a location had not yet been 
finalized by Tuesday.

• The board heard an infor-
mational update from Billy 
Williams, the president of  the 
Chatham 9/11 First Respond-
ers Memorial Foundation, on 
the memorial, which broke 
ground in 2014. 

In his update, Williams asked 
commissioners to donate to the 
foundation, emphasizing the 
work of  volunteers in estab-
lishing the memorial. Over the 
last four to five years, he said 
the foundation has asked Pitts-
boro, Siler City and Chatham 
County to budget $1,500 each 
to assist in supporting the me-
morial, but is asking for $2,000 
each this year.

“The problem is, which y’all 
know, everything’s going up 
fast and that’s not going to cov-
er all our stuff,” he said. “And 
right now we have no other 
income other than donations.”

The memorial will also have 
a service on Sept. 10 in com-
memoration of  9/11, and a sur-
vivor will speak at the event. 

• After some discussion and 
disagreement among commis-

sioners with regard to lighting 
standards, the board approved 
three minor deviations to 
Northwood Landing, a multi-
use planned development. 
The other deviations revolved 
around inconsistencies with 
parking space requirements 
and vehicular use area screen-
ing.

• The board also approved a 
resolution to establish a capital 
project budget for the merger 
of  utility systems between the 
town of  Pittsboro and city of  
Sanford of  $75,000. Commis-
sioners also approved a con-
tract between consulting firm 
Freese and Nichols Inc. (FNI) 
and the town; some of  their 
services will include data de-
velopment, systems evaluation 
and a comprehensive review of  
rates. The firm had previously 
prepared a scope of  work for 
the potential utility merger. 

The board’s next regular ses-
sion will be at 7 p.m. on Sept. 12 
at the Chatham County Agri-
culture & Conference Center in 
Pittsboro.

Reporter Maydha Devarajan 
can be reached at mdevarajan@
chathamnr.com and on Twitter 
@maydhadevarajan.

WATER WOES CONTINUE

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum



Chatham football teams go 
winless in opening week

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

Week 1 was one to forget for the 
four Chatham County high school 
varsity football teams, as they com-
bined to go 0-4 while putting up just 
26 points and allowing 199.

Two teams were shut out and all 
four teams lost their first games of  
the 2022 season by 30 or more points. 
Here’s an extended look at three of  
the four games:

Purnell Swett 32, Seaforth 0
Week 1 action actually kicked off 

Thursday night, as Seaforth trav-
eled to Purnell Swett for a JV-var-
sity doubleheader with rain in the 
forecast for Friday. Playing in their 
first varsity game ever, the Hawks 
were shut out by the Rams, 32-0.

Purnell Swett jumped out to a 13-0 
lead in the first quarter and never 
looked back, extending the score 
to 25-0 just ahead of  the halftime 
break. It was Purnell Swett’s first 
win in a season-opening game since 
the 2017 season.

Despite the result, Seaforth head 
coach Terrance Gary told the News 
+ Record that he was encouraged by 

his team’s effort Thursday night.
“They played really hard, and I’m 

proud of  them,” Gary said. “The 
scoreboard doesn’t really show how 
hard we played. We played our butts 
off the best we could, and that’s 
all I can ask from the guys. We’re 
playing varsity now, so we just have 

some things we need to execute a 
little better.”

Seaforth is competing in its first 
varsity season after playing as a 
junior varsity team for the first time 
in 2021. The Hawks went 6-3 under 
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SPORTS NEWS &
ENTERTAINMENT

Sheriff’s Office arrests woman in 
‘death by distribution’ case, Page B6

Rooks bringing dance classes back to 
Jordan-Matthews, PAGE B7

Inexperienced Bears open  
season with lopsided loss

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

BEAR CREEK — It looks 
like it’s going to be another 
long season for the Chatham 
Central football team.

Playing in their first game 
of  the 2022 season, the Bears 
were dominated by Trinity 
High, 52-0, at home Friday 
night. Trinity outgained Cen-
tral, 346-155, and found itself  
well in control early after put-
ting up 22 first-quarter points. 
The Bears, who had only 24 
players fully dressed, were 
hampered by inexperience and 
some untimely turnovers.

Things looked promising for 
Chatham Central out of  the 
gate, as the Bears returned the 
opening kick into Trinity ter-
ritory and eventually marched 
inside the Trinity 10-yard line 
thanks to some hard running 
by junior Devonte Johnson. 
But disaster struck on 2nd-
and-goal from the 5-yard line.

On that play, a miscue on a 
handoff led to a fumble, which 
the Bulldogs jumped on to 
take over possession and end 
the scoring threat. Four plays 
later, Trinity fired the opening 

salvo of  the game on a 61-yard 
touchdown pass from junior 
quarterback Dominic Payne to 
senior running back/receiver 
Dylan Hodges.

The flip in momentum left 
the Bears shellshocked, as 
they went three-and-out on 
their next possession and were 
sacked inside their own territo-
ry on fourth down to hand the 
ball back to Trinity. This time it 
only took one play for the Bull-

dogs to strike, as Hodges broke 
free for a 49-yard touchdown 
run aided by some poor tackling 
by the Central defense.

“You have to capitalize when 
you get a chance to,” Howze 
said. “We get that (touchdown 
on the first drive), we’re up 7-0, 
and that’s the difference in the 
game … We just took ourselves 
out of  the game. I’m proud of  
the fight and the effort, but we 
have to play better.”

After blocking a punt and 
scoring another touchdown 
on the following possession, 
Trinity took full control of  the 
game and never looked back. 
The Bulldogs held Chatham 
Central to six first downs 
throughout the game, and over 
half  of  the Bears’ 82 rushing 
yards came on that first drive 
before the fumble. It didn’t 
help that one of  Central’s 
starting offensive lineman — 

junior Aidan Holton — went 
down with a lower-body injury 
in the first half  and didn’t 
return to the game.

Defensively, the Bears were 
unable to contain Trinity on 
the ground or through the air. 
On several occasions, a Bull-
dogs’ receiver found himself  
wide open behind Central’s 
secondary. And the first time 
the Bears completely sold out 
for the pass — with Trinity 
driving down the field just 
before halftime — Payne called 
his own number on a quarter-
back draw and raced 53 yards 
untouched to the end zone to 
put Trinity up 36-0 heading 
into the break.

Despite the lopsided result 
on the scoreboard, there were 
a few encouraging things 
to take away from Chatham 
Central’s postgame huddle. 
The first is that over a third of  
the Bears’ roster played their 
first high school football game 
— JV or varsity — Friday 
night, meaning there should 
be plenty of  room to grow as 
those inexperienced players 
get more reps.

See BEARS, page B3

Deshaun Watson 
isn’t sorry and 
neither are the 

Browns
The NFL, the Players Association, the 

Cleveland Browns and everyone involved with 
Deshaun Watson would like 
you to think justice has been 
done. 

It hasn’t. Don’t be con-
fused.

Last week, it was an-
nounced that a settlement 
had been reached by the 
league and the NFLPA to set 
the suspension for Watson 
— who was accused by 24 
different women of  sexual 

misconduct during massage therapy sessions 
— at 11 games with an additional fine of  $5 
million.

There’s also a third element to Watson’s sus-
pension that the NFL pushed for: mandatory 
counseling. This stems from the quarterback’s 
attitude to the allegations against him. In a 
ruling last month, former federal judge Sue L. 
Robinson ruled that the NFL should sus-
pend Watson six games, citing that Watson’s 
behavior “posed a genuine danger to the safety 
and well-being of  another person.” She also 
described his actions as “predatory conduct.”

JEREMY 
VERNON
Sports Editor

Chatham Charter volleyball coach Rains hopes to 
get most out of 6 varsity players

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

New Chatham Charter volleyball 
coach Dawn Rains hopes the old adage 
of  “quality is better than quantity” will 
be true during the 2022 season.

Rains, who takes over as the team’s 
head coach after acting as an assistant in 
2021, told the News + Record that there 
are only six players currently on her var-
sity roster. During a match, a team must 
have six players on the court at all times, 
meaning every player is playing every set 
for the Knights right now.

“It’s a good group of  girls with some 
strong skills and talent,” Rains said. 
“I’m eager to see them grow and play 
as a team. It’s going to be a good season 
for them … We’re getting some JV girls 
ready as backups in case there’s an 

injury or illness, but it’s just too soon in 
the season to see who’s ready.”

Through the first week of  the season, 
the Knights have proven tougher than 
their numbers suggest. Entering Tues-
day night’s match at Eastern Randolph, 
Chatham Charter was 1-1 and had al-
ready earned a big win over a non-con-
ference opponent. After shaking off 
a loss in their season opener against 
Eastern Randolph last Tuesday, the 
Knights picked up their first win of  the 
2022 season on Aug. 18 with a 3-0 sweep 
of  North Moore.

The win avenged two of  Chatham 
Charter’s four non-conference losses in 
2021. Last season, the Knights lost their 
first game of  the year to North Moore, 
3-1, and fell to the Mustangs again one 
week later. 

Chatham Charter eventually rallied 

to finish with a 17-7 record and tie for 
first in the Central Tar Heel 1A Con-
ference standings in 2021 with county 
rival Woods Charter, which ended up 
defeating the Knights in the Central 
Tar Heel Conference Tournament. This 
year, expectations are that the Knights 
and Wolves will be among the top two 
teams in their conference once again.

Prior to the 2021 season, Chatham 
Charter had amassed an overall record 
of  51-75 in the six seasons previous un-
der former head coach Johnny Alston. 
Alston is now the head coach at Jor-
dan-Matthews, which has started the 
season 0-3 ahead of  a Tuesday match 
vs. Thomasville.

In 2021, Chatham Charter was led by 
Emerson Clark, who had 332 kills, 90 
aces and 25 blocks as a junior. Clark is 
back for her senior year in 2022 and she 

has picked up right where she left off. 
In the win over North Moore last week, 

Clark had a team-high 10 kills while also 
leading the way in serves received (21) 
and digs (19). Clark’s 10 kills were four 
more than her next closest teammate.

“Emerson definitely has the experi-
ence and the passion for volleyball,” 
Rains said. “She’s going to be a great 
leader for this team and really help 
everyone with their skills. 

The Knights also got a big perfor-
mance from fellow senior Alison Perez, 
who dished out 18 assists as the team’s 
setter. Last year, Perez was second in 
the Central Tar Heel Conference with 
430 assists. The only player with more 
was current Woods Charter sophomore 
Maya Sheridan, who had 542 assists for 

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL | WEEK 1

See ROUNDUP, page B2 See WATSON, page B2

See VOLLEYBALL, page B3

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood senior quarterback Will Smith (2) ran for 110 yards in the 
Chargers’ 53-20 loss to Lee County last Friday.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Central junior running back Devonte Johnson (22) ran for 93 yards on 25 carries 
in the Bears’ 52-0 loss to Trinity High last Friday.
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Robinson was also 
concerned with Wat-
son’s lack of  remorse, 
which is likely where the 
mandatory counseling 
portion of  the settlement 
came into play. When the 
news of  the settlement 
dropped last week, the 
Browns quickly tried to 
ensure their new quar-
terback was taking things 
seriously and ready to 
take responsibility for his 
actions.

Even before the set-
tlement was reached, 
Watson took a half-step 
toward an apology, say-
ing before his team’s first 
preseason game that he 
felt sorry for those whom 
he affected. 

“I want to say that 
I’m truly sorry to all of  
the women that I have 
impacted in this situa-
tion,” Watson said. “The 
decisions that I made that 
put me in this position I 
would definitely like to 
have back, but I want to 
continue to move forward 
and grow and learn and 
show that I am a true 

person of  character.” 
The timing of  the press 

conference was curi-
ous, as the quarterback 
seemingly only made 
the impromptu state-
ment to try and generate 
good will toward a more 
lenient punishment. The 
NFL repeatedly said it 
was pushing to suspend 
Watson for a whole 
year, but the settlement 
reached was undoubtedly 
impacted by the belief  
Watson would come clean 
and express remorse.

Then the circus that 
was last Thursday hap-
pened. 

Right after the sus-
pension was announced, 
Watson released a state-
ment saying, “I apologize 
once again for any pain 
this situation has caused. 
I take accountability for 
the decisions I made.”

Then, at the press 
conference, he said this: 
“I’ve always stood on my 
innocence and always 
said I’ve never assaulted 
anyone or disrespected 
anyone. I’m going to 
continue to stand on my 
innocence.”

Either Watson is con-
fused or he never really 

planned on showing 
any real contrition. The 
Browns have said Watson 
has started mandatory 
counseling already, but 
at this point I’m not sure 
he has the capacity to 
fully admit guilt or take 
responsibility for his 
alleged misconduct. Even 
if  he comes around and 
issues a more sincere 
apology, his actions over 
the past several months 
lead me to think he’s just 
lying to appease the NFL.

Things somehow got 
worse from there, as 
Browns owner Jim-
my Haslam harped on 
second chances. He even 
brought up Kareem Hunt 
as a redemptive success 
story. In 2018, Hunt was 
released by the Chiefs 
after video surfaced of  
him shoving and kicking 
a woman in an incident 
at a hotel. Cleveland 
signed him a few months 
later and he played for 
the Browns in 2019 after 
serving an eight-game 
suspension.

Haslam likely only 
views it as a successful 
second chance because 
Hunt — who is still with 
the team — has helped 

the team win football 
games. And he seems 
like he’s going to have 
the same mindset with 
Watson. During the 
press conference Thurs-
day, Haslam at one 
point abruptly said, “It’s 
important to remem-
ber Deshaun Watson is 
26-years old and he’s a 
high-level NFL quarter-
back.”

Besides how gross that 
statement is on its face, 
Haslam repeatedly said 
he was comfortable with 
the lengths the Browns 
went to investigating 
Watson’s situation before 
they signed him to a $230 
million, fully-guaran-
teed deal. Then general 
manager Andrew Berry 
came up and said that 
they would make the 
same trade again today 
knowing everything they 
know.

Multiple outlets have 
reported that Cleveland 
didn’t interview any of  
the women who accused 
Watson of  sexual mis-
conduct. Doesn’t seem 
like their investigation 
was as thorough as they 
claimed.

The moves Cleveland, 

Watson and the NFL have 
made will likely only 
have a chilling effect on 
future claims of  sexual 
misconduct, especially 
against NFL superstars. 
And even if  there are, 
this isn’t an encouraging 
precedent for how the 
NFL will punish those 
who committed similar 
“predatory” acts.

At the end of  the day, 
all parties are willing to 

put this behind them — 
Watson for his career’s 
sake, Cleveland for the 
immediate success of  its 
team and the NFL for its 
bottom dollar. I encour-
age fans to not make the 
same mistake.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

Gary last fall and ended the 
year on a four-game winning 
streak.

The Hawks only lost a 
handful of  players over the 
offseason, meaning most of  the 
team’s core from 2021 is back, 
now with a full year of  expe-
rience under their belts. Gary 
said the program has made 
a lot of  progress in a short 
amount of  time.

“I’m very pleased (with our 
returning players,” he said. 
“Last year was about teaching 
them our standard of  effort 
and how we play football, 
and this year compared to 
last year, the first game was 
like night and day. Guys were 
flying around. Our guys got 
a little gassed, but it is what 
it is. I didn’t have to tell them 
too much. They know what to 
do — pull your britches up and 
play ball.”

Lee County 53, 
Northwood 20

Northwood began the season 
on the road at Lee County, 
and the Chargers had trouble 
getting anything going against 
the Yellow Jackets, who also 
defeated Northwood by a score 
of  61-0 in both teams’ sea-
son-opener a year ago.

After forcing a punt on 
Northwood’s first drive, Lee 
County drove down the field 
and scored on a 23-yard touch-
down run by junior Bradley 
Brown, who finished the day 
with 222 yards and two scores 
on 18 carries. After intercept-
ing a pass on Northwood’s en-
suing drive, the Yellow Jackets 
found the end zone again and 
entered the second quarter 
with a 13-0 lead.

“I saw a few positives to take 
away from it,” said Northwood 
head coach Chris Kenan. “The 
kids didn’t quit. It seems no 
matter how bad things got 
or how big the deficit was, 
the kids continued to fight 
until the end, and that was so 
encouraging to see ... I want to 
see the kids execute. That was 
probably the biggest negative 
takeaway from the game. No 
matter what the scoreboard 
entails Friday night, I just 
want to see my kids finish and 
execute every play the whole 
game.”

The Chargers gave up anoth-
er touchdown on the ground on 
Lee County’s third drive, but 
Kenan’s team gained some mo-
mentum on the Yellow Jackets’ 
next possession. After North-
wood forced fourth down, the 
ensuing snap went over the 
punter’s head. He was tackled 
at the Lee County 9-yard line, 
where the Chargers took over.

Northwood ended up capital-
izing on the advantageous field 
position, as senior quarterback 
Will Smith found sophomore 
tight end Gus Ritchey for a 

six-yard touchdown to cut the 
score to 20-7. Ritchey had a 
strong game, catching three 
passes for 46 yards and the 
score and picking up a sack 
from the defensive end posi-
tion.

Things quickly turned back 
in Lee County’s favor, though, 
as the Yellow Jackets marched 
downfield and scored on their 
next drive. And on the follow-
ing Northwood possession, 
Lee County forced a fumble 
and returned it 50 yards for 
a touchdown to make it 32-6 
midway through the second 
quarter. 

After halftime, Lee County 
scored on three of  its final sec-
ond-half  possessions, the last 
of  which came one play after a 
bad snap on a Northwood punt 
gave the Yellow Jackets the ball 
at the Chargers’ 23-yard line.

Northwood was led offen-
sively by the duo of  Smith 
and junior Carson Fortunes, 
who combined for 160 rushing 
yards on 38 carries. Smith had 
110 yards and scored the final 
touchdown of  the game on a 
one-yard keeper with 3:07 re-

maining in the fourth quarter.
“We’re going to try and take 

what the defense gives us every 
week, whether it’s run or pass 
…” Kenan said. “I thought Will 
Smith displayed a lot of  guts. 
He’s playing a lot of  snaps 
offensively and defensively, but 
he was still willing to tuck it 
and run it through the dura-
tion of  the game.”

The Chargers will try to turn 
things around Friday as they 
face Jordan-Matthews at home. 
Northwood defeated the Jets, 
72-0, last season and has won 
eight straight games in the 
all-time series between the two 
teams. 

Southwestern Randolph 
62, Jordan-Matthews 6

Jordan-Matthews found 
itself  in the path of  a buzz-
saw from the beginning of  its 
Week 1 game Friday night, as 
Southwestern Randolph scored 
35 points in the first quarter en 
route to stunning the Jets.

“We have a very young team, 
so when you come out and try 
to execute and things go south 
really early, it’s hard to kind 
of  reel things back in,” said 
Jordan-Matthews head coach 
Ryan Johnson. “We have a lot 
of  youth, and when you get 
down early it can be hard to get 
their mindset back to where it 
needs to be to compete.”

J-M had a hard time con-
taining senior quarterback 
Easton Clapp, who ran for over 
100 yards and two touchdowns 
and threw for two more scores. 
Clapp’s 40-yard touchdown run 
in the second quarter answered 
the Jets’ only touchdown of  the 
game  — a six-yard touchdown 
pass from freshman Nick Glov-
er to junior William Brewer.

The Jets gave up anoth-
er touchdown before half, 
ultimately entering the locker 

room with a 56-6 deficit. South-
western Randolph scored just 
once in the second half, which 
featured a running clock for 
the entire 24-minute duration.

Offensively, Jordan-Mat-
thews was held to less than 
100 yards of  total offense  — 79 
rushing and 18 passing. On the 
other side of  the field, the Cou-
gars gained 472 yards of  total 
offense, 348 of  which came on 
the ground.

Johnson was pleased with 
the play of  Glover, who filled 
in at quarterback for Brewer 
in the second half. The Jets’ 
coach hinted that the team 
is going to try and work in a 
package involving Glover at 
quarterback more often going 
forward.

“(Glover) was one of  our 
bright spots,” Johnson said. 
“We didn’t start him on offense 
and just kept him on defense 
(at first) to get his feet wet …  I 
think he showed some glimps-
es of  his athleticism and his de-
cision-making. Going forward 
we’re going to make the game 
really easy for him, just give 
him a couple of  things to look 
at so he can play fast.”

Despite the loss, the Jets 
hope to avoid a similar start 
to last season, when they lost 
their first nine games before 
defeating East Chapel Hill 
in their season finale. One 
glimmer of  hope is that Jor-
dan-Matthews scored points 
Friday, something it took them 
until the fourth game of  the 
season to do in 2021.

The Jets travel to Northwood 
next week in what will be 
another tough matchup. Last 
fall, the Chargers defeated J-M, 
72-0.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@jbo_vernon.  

New Northwood baseball coach Kyle Robinson 
wants to be someone his players can trust

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

PITTSBORO — When Kyle Robinson 
took his first coaching job after grad-

uating from UNC-Wilm-
ington, he felt like he had 
something to prove. But 
shortly into his tenure as 
an assistant for the North 
Moore High baseball 
team, the Carthage native 
changed his approach 
to how he dealt with his 

players.
“When I started, I tried to be more of  

an authority figure,” Robinson told the 
News + Record. “We were successful 
and we were winning games, but I felt 
like I needed to change how I was as 
a coach. I needed to be someone they 
could lean on as opposed to someone 
they felt like they had to listen to every 
day.”

The success continued as Robinson 
began honing his style. He soon took 
over as the head coach of  the junior 
varsity team, which went 9-1 each 
season he was there. As an assistant for 
the varsity program, Robinson helped 

lead the Mustangs to a 16-2 record this 
past spring, a first-place finish in the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A Conference and a 
league tournament title.

Recently, Northwood named Robin-
son the new head coach of  its varsity 
baseball program. Though he hasn’t 
had a chance to meet his players 
face-to-face yet, Robinson said he 
plans to bring over his more friendly 
approach.

“I think a good coach, a quality you 
have to have is you have to be someone 
that these players trust,” Robinson 
said. “You have to be someone who they 
can approach outside baseball, some-
body they can lean on for support when 
they need it. I don’t want any player I 
ever coach to think the only reason this 
guy is there is for me to do something 
productive on the baseball field for 
him. I want them to know that they can 
trust me and that I’m more than just a 
baseball coach.”

Robinson, who will be 25 at the start 
of  the 2023 season, has plenty of  talent 
to work with at Northwood. In 2022, 
the Chargers finished the year with 
a record of  19-11 after finishing third 
in Central Tar Heel conference play 

during the regular season.
In the 3A state playoffs, Northwood 

defeated higher-seeded teams Cur-
rituck County and C.B. Aycock before 
eventually falling in the third round 
to West Carteret. The Chargers only 
graduated two seniors from their roster 
over the offseason.

Several key players from the 2022 
team are expected to be back this 
spring, including seniors Zach Barnes 
(.370 average, 30 hits, 14 RBI in 2021), 
Seth Davis (.281 average, 25 hits, 11 RBI) 
and Nate Davis (.300 average, 24 hits, 
13 RBI). The Chargers will also return 
sophomore Kaleb Howell, who hit .253 
with 19 hits and 19 RBI in his first high 
school season last spring.

On the mound, Northwood returns 
its top two pitchers in Barnes and 
fellow senior Salvador Delgado. Barnes 
was 3-2 with a 0.82 ERA and 40 strike-
outs in 59.2 innings pitched this past 
season, while Delgado was 8-4 with 
a 2.98 ERA and 32 strikeouts in 47 
innings.

Robinson is encouraged by the 
amount of  returning players he has 
back. He knows having such a strong 
senior class should benefit the team as 

they try to make another deep playoff 
run in 2023.

“I’m not coming in to try and rein-
vent the wheel,” Robinson said. “It’s 
baseball. These kids have played it 
their entire lives. I think the biggest 
thing for us is going to be work ethic. 
If  we come out there and do what we 
need to do in practice and give our best 
effort in the games, I think we’ll be sat-
isfied as a team. Every team has some 
struggles. Even if  you win every game, 
there are still going to be some hard 
times through the season, but I think 
if  everybody is on board and everyone 
is giving their best effort, success will 
follow.”

The 2023 baseball season is set to 
begin in late February. The Chargers 
enter the year having finished 14 of  the 
past 15 seasons with a record of  .500 
or better. The only year Northwood 
has had a losing season since 2008 was 
when the team went 6-8 in a year that 
was heavily affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  
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Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Lee County senior Dayreon Jennings stiff-arms a Northwood 
defender in a 53-20 win over the Chargers last Friday.

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.
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Northwood senior golfer Jordan looks to 
build on T7 finish at 2021 3A Tournament

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

One of  the top returning 
golfers in Chatham County 
this fall is Northwood’s Lillian 
Jordan.

Jordan, who enters what 
will be her final high school 
season in 2022, made a name 
for herself  as a junior by fin-
ishing tied for seventh at last 
year’s 3A state championship. 
Jordan shot an 85 in the first 
round and an 83 in the second 
round for a total score of  168, 
24 strokes behind eventual 
winner Emily Matthhews of  
Eastern Alamance.

On Monday, Jordan and the 
rest of  the Northwood girls golf  
team kicked off the 2022 season 
with a match against Seaforth 
at The Preserve at Jordan Lake 
Golf  Club in Chapel Hill. Jor-
dan shot a 10-over par 46 in the 
nine-hole match.

Aferward, Jordan spoke with 
the News + Record about her 
first match of  the year, her 
expectations for the upcoming 
season and some of  the players 
she looks up to.

How did your first round go? 
What did it feel like to be in a 
competitive atmosphere again 
after a long offseason? 

LILLIAN JORDAN: We 

ended up playing Seaforth, so it 
was nice getting out and seeing 
some new faces. Score-wise, 
I just couldn’t get my putts to 
drop. My coach has nicknamed 
me “Shorty” because all my 
putts have been short. Other 
than that, I was really proud of  
my drives and how my woods 
were working, and my iron ap-
proaches were strong. People 
who have played The Preserve 
will tell you that it’s a pretty 
hard course to get the ball on 
the greens (in regulation), so 
I’m happy with that. But I’ll 
definitely be spending some 
time on putting this week.

During your career at North-
wood you had to play through the 
COVID-19 pandemic. How does it 
feel knowing the worst of the pan-
demic is in the rear-view mirror?

It’s definitely a relief. During 
my sophomore season, we 
actually had to wear masks 
when we were playing outside. 
For safety reasons that was 
important, but, being on the 
golf  course, one of  my favorite 
things is being able to make 
those connections with girls 
I’m playing with or competing 
against. We’re all part of  the 
same community. Yesterday 
we shook hands after we 
played, and that’s something 
we weren’t able to do before. 

That’s such an important part 
of  it, the connection. It’s more 
than a game. You’re making 
friendships.

Tell me about your teammates 
... I know your coach was scram-
bling to try and find a few girls to 
fill out the roster.

Compared to junior golf, it’s 
definitely different going in 
and playing for a team. Espe-
cially since we’re struggling for 
girls, it’s been different as far 
as trying to recruit while also 

focusing on my individual scor-
ing. We actually had my friend 
Ella, who is learning how to 
play, come out with me yes-
terday to see how everything 
works, where to stand when 
someone’s hitting or when not 
to talk. It was fun having her 
out there and having her be a 
part of  the competition itself.

You had a very strong junior 
season in 2021. What are some of 
the goals you set for yourself for 
the 2022 season?

I’m looking to shoot pret-
ty consistently through our 
matches and hopefully get 
some close-to-par rounds. And 
of  course, qualifying for re-
gionals and states is always up 
there. Maybe finishing higher 
at states this year? I’m trying 
to stay consistent, enjoy my 
senior year and try to make the 
most out of  it. If  I don’t have a 
good round, I think I just need 
to push through and enjoy the 
time left I have in high school.

How does it feel knowing you 
have already competed and 
performed at a high level at last 
year’s state championship tour-
nament?

It feels good. It kind of  
makes me feel like an “O.G.,” 
like I’ve been there and done 
that already. And knowing the 

girls and how they score and 
the course ... it’s nice going 
to an environment where 
you’re comfortable. Freshman 
year states was definitely 
nerve-wracking, and having 
those nerves can make you 
not score great. It feels nice 
to have that under my belt 
already, and hopefully I can 
move up  a bit in the rankings 
this year.

Are there any golfers you have 
looked up to or have tried to mod-
el your game after?

I look up a lot to the college 
athletes, specifically Clemson’s 
girls golf  players. Ivey Shep-
herd and the girls who play for 
Clemson and how they rep-
resent themselves on the golf  
course ... And honestly there’s 
a girl in our conference, Emily 
Matthews, who is committed to 
Virginia Tech. I look up to her 
a lot because we’re paired at 
almost every tournament. She 
shoots the eyes out of  the ball 
always, so she pushes me to 
play good. We also have a great 
time together on the course 
cracking jokes. It’s nice to have 
that balance. 

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@jbo_vernon.  

CLIPBOARD Q&A

the Wolves last season.
“(Alison)’s a great setter and a great as-

set to the team,” Rains said. “She’s worked 
incredibly hard in the offseason with dif-
ferent travel teams that she has played on. 
She’s prepared for this, and we hope she 
continues to grow and bond with this team 
and continue to hopefully be the lead setter 
in the conference this year.”

Chatham Charter has three more 
non-conference games on its schedule 
before opening up league play at Southern 
Wake Academy on Sept. 6. The Knights 
swept both matches they played against 
Southern Wake last season.

After losing in the first round of  the state 
playoffs last season, Rains hopes she can 
lead the team further into the tournament 
this season. She admits, though, that she is 
still figuring things out as she goes.

“We’re growing and learning together,” 
Rains said. “The girls are very supportive. 
I have a great team to work with. They 
have the talent. I’m just trying to help 
them reach their goals.”

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

“More reps will help with the tackling,” 
Howze said. “We have 15 or 16 kids that 
have never played football before at all. But 
I’m proud of  my guys that kept fighting. 
We’ll get better. We’ll get better in time.”

The second was the leadership displayed 
by junior quarterback/linebacker Hasten 
Paige and senior slotback/linebacker Mat-
thew Smith, who urged their teammates 
to take responsibility for their mistakes 
and vow to work harder in next week’s 
practice. When you don’t have the num-
bers, sometimes it helps to have the right 
attitude, and that’s exactly what the Bears 
hope happens from here on out.

“Those guys, they’re leaders,” Howze 
said of  Smith and Paige. “The kids will 
follow them. We just have to get it together. 
That’s the main thing.”

This Friday, Chatham Central will host 
South Davidson at home. The Bears have 
a 7-9 record against the Wildcats since the 
start of  the 2004 season. The last meeting 
between the two teams saw Central fall to 
South Davidson, 32-20, on Nov. 1, 2019.

 Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

TRINITY 52, CHATHAM CENTRAL 
0
CC | 0 | 0 | 0 | 0 | — 0

T   | 22 | 14 | 9 | 7 | — 52

SCORING SUMMARY
T — Dylan Hodges 61 pass 
from Dominic Payne (Chance 
Grogan kick)

T — Hodges 49 run (Grogan 
kick)

T — Brandon Campbell 25 
pass from Payne (Pass good)

T — Xavier Horton 29 pass 
from Payne (Grogan kick)

T — Payne 53 run (Grogan 
kick)

T — SAFETY

T — Grogan 13 run (Grogan 
kick)

T — Bo Gibson 15 run 
(Grogan kick)

TEAM STATS
Chatham Central | Trinity

6 | First downs | 10

155 | Total yards | 346

34-82 | Rushing attempts-
yards | 18-230

4-9-73 | Passing completions-
attempts-yards | 4-7-116

0 | Interceptions | 0

2-2 | Fumbles-lost | 0-0

2-15 | Penalties-yards | 5-45

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing: CC — Devonte 
Johnson 25-93. Hasten Paige 
6-(-4), Brandon Toomer 
1-3, Brycen Edwards 1-(-5); 
T — Bo Gibson 7-55, Dylan 
Hodges 4-64, Dominic Payne 
3-72, Aidan Goodwin 2-25, 
Chance Grogan 2-14  

Passing: CC — Paige 4-9, 73; 
T — Payne 4-7, 116

Receiving: CC — Toomer 
2-54, Matthew Smith 1-14, 
Raymond Zapata 1-5; T — 
Hodges 1-61, Grogan 1-29, 
Brandon Campbell 1-25, 
Gibson 1-1

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Northwood senior golfer 
Lillian Jordan takes her tee 
shot during a match at The 
Preserve at Jordan Lake Golf 
Club on Monday.

VOLLEYBALL
Continued from page B1

BEARS
Continued from page B1

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR
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Robinson was also 
concerned with Wat-
son’s lack of  remorse, 
which is likely where the 
mandatory counseling 
portion of  the settlement 
came into play. When the 
news of  the settlement 
dropped last week, the 
Browns quickly tried to 
ensure their new quar-
terback was taking things 
seriously and ready to 
take responsibility for his 
actions.

Even before the set-
tlement was reached, 
Watson took a half-step 
toward an apology, say-
ing before his team’s first 
preseason game that he 
felt sorry for those whom 
he affected. 

“I want to say that 
I’m truly sorry to all of  
the women that I have 
impacted in this situa-
tion,” Watson said. “The 
decisions that I made that 
put me in this position I 
would definitely like to 
have back, but I want to 
continue to move forward 
and grow and learn and 
show that I am a true 

person of  character.” 
The timing of  the press 

conference was curi-
ous, as the quarterback 
seemingly only made 
the impromptu state-
ment to try and generate 
good will toward a more 
lenient punishment. The 
NFL repeatedly said it 
was pushing to suspend 
Watson for a whole 
year, but the settlement 
reached was undoubtedly 
impacted by the belief  
Watson would come clean 
and express remorse.

Then the circus that 
was last Thursday hap-
pened. 

Right after the sus-
pension was announced, 
Watson released a state-
ment saying, “I apologize 
once again for any pain 
this situation has caused. 
I take accountability for 
the decisions I made.”

Then, at the press 
conference, he said this: 
“I’ve always stood on my 
innocence and always 
said I’ve never assaulted 
anyone or disrespected 
anyone. I’m going to 
continue to stand on my 
innocence.”

Either Watson is con-
fused or he never really 

planned on showing 
any real contrition. The 
Browns have said Watson 
has started mandatory 
counseling already, but 
at this point I’m not sure 
he has the capacity to 
fully admit guilt or take 
responsibility for his 
alleged misconduct. Even 
if  he comes around and 
issues a more sincere 
apology, his actions over 
the past several months 
lead me to think he’s just 
lying to appease the NFL.

Things somehow got 
worse from there, as 
Browns owner Jim-
my Haslam harped on 
second chances. He even 
brought up Kareem Hunt 
as a redemptive success 
story. In 2018, Hunt was 
released by the Chiefs 
after video surfaced of  
him shoving and kicking 
a woman in an incident 
at a hotel. Cleveland 
signed him a few months 
later and he played for 
the Browns in 2019 after 
serving an eight-game 
suspension.

Haslam likely only 
views it as a successful 
second chance because 
Hunt — who is still with 
the team — has helped 

the team win football 
games. And he seems 
like he’s going to have 
the same mindset with 
Watson. During the 
press conference Thurs-
day, Haslam at one 
point abruptly said, “It’s 
important to remem-
ber Deshaun Watson is 
26-years old and he’s a 
high-level NFL quarter-
back.”

Besides how gross that 
statement is on its face, 
Haslam repeatedly said 
he was comfortable with 
the lengths the Browns 
went to investigating 
Watson’s situation before 
they signed him to a $230 
million, fully-guaran-
teed deal. Then general 
manager Andrew Berry 
came up and said that 
they would make the 
same trade again today 
knowing everything they 
know.

Multiple outlets have 
reported that Cleveland 
didn’t interview any of  
the women who accused 
Watson of  sexual mis-
conduct. Doesn’t seem 
like their investigation 
was as thorough as they 
claimed.

The moves Cleveland, 

Watson and the NFL have 
made will likely only 
have a chilling effect on 
future claims of  sexual 
misconduct, especially 
against NFL superstars. 
And even if  there are, 
this isn’t an encouraging 
precedent for how the 
NFL will punish those 
who committed similar 
“predatory” acts.

At the end of  the day, 
all parties are willing to 

put this behind them — 
Watson for his career’s 
sake, Cleveland for the 
immediate success of  its 
team and the NFL for its 
bottom dollar. I encour-
age fans to not make the 
same mistake.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

Gary last fall and ended the 
year on a four-game winning 
streak.

The Hawks only lost a 
handful of  players over the 
offseason, meaning most of  the 
team’s core from 2021 is back, 
now with a full year of  expe-
rience under their belts. Gary 
said the program has made 
a lot of  progress in a short 
amount of  time.

“I’m very pleased (with our 
returning players,” he said. 
“Last year was about teaching 
them our standard of  effort 
and how we play football, 
and this year compared to 
last year, the first game was 
like night and day. Guys were 
flying around. Our guys got 
a little gassed, but it is what 
it is. I didn’t have to tell them 
too much. They know what to 
do — pull your britches up and 
play ball.”

Lee County 53, 
Northwood 20

Northwood began the season 
on the road at Lee County, 
and the Chargers had trouble 
getting anything going against 
the Yellow Jackets, who also 
defeated Northwood by a score 
of  61-0 in both teams’ sea-
son-opener a year ago.

After forcing a punt on 
Northwood’s first drive, Lee 
County drove down the field 
and scored on a 23-yard touch-
down run by junior Bradley 
Brown, who finished the day 
with 222 yards and two scores 
on 18 carries. After intercept-
ing a pass on Northwood’s en-
suing drive, the Yellow Jackets 
found the end zone again and 
entered the second quarter 
with a 13-0 lead.

“I saw a few positives to take 
away from it,” said Northwood 
head coach Chris Kenan. “The 
kids didn’t quit. It seems no 
matter how bad things got 
or how big the deficit was, 
the kids continued to fight 
until the end, and that was so 
encouraging to see ... I want to 
see the kids execute. That was 
probably the biggest negative 
takeaway from the game. No 
matter what the scoreboard 
entails Friday night, I just 
want to see my kids finish and 
execute every play the whole 
game.”

The Chargers gave up anoth-
er touchdown on the ground on 
Lee County’s third drive, but 
Kenan’s team gained some mo-
mentum on the Yellow Jackets’ 
next possession. After North-
wood forced fourth down, the 
ensuing snap went over the 
punter’s head. He was tackled 
at the Lee County 9-yard line, 
where the Chargers took over.

Northwood ended up capital-
izing on the advantageous field 
position, as senior quarterback 
Will Smith found sophomore 
tight end Gus Ritchey for a 

six-yard touchdown to cut the 
score to 20-7. Ritchey had a 
strong game, catching three 
passes for 46 yards and the 
score and picking up a sack 
from the defensive end posi-
tion.

Things quickly turned back 
in Lee County’s favor, though, 
as the Yellow Jackets marched 
downfield and scored on their 
next drive. And on the follow-
ing Northwood possession, 
Lee County forced a fumble 
and returned it 50 yards for 
a touchdown to make it 32-6 
midway through the second 
quarter. 

After halftime, Lee County 
scored on three of  its final sec-
ond-half  possessions, the last 
of  which came one play after a 
bad snap on a Northwood punt 
gave the Yellow Jackets the ball 
at the Chargers’ 23-yard line.

Northwood was led offen-
sively by the duo of  Smith 
and junior Carson Fortunes, 
who combined for 160 rushing 
yards on 38 carries. Smith had 
110 yards and scored the final 
touchdown of  the game on a 
one-yard keeper with 3:07 re-

maining in the fourth quarter.
“We’re going to try and take 

what the defense gives us every 
week, whether it’s run or pass 
…” Kenan said. “I thought Will 
Smith displayed a lot of  guts. 
He’s playing a lot of  snaps 
offensively and defensively, but 
he was still willing to tuck it 
and run it through the dura-
tion of  the game.”

The Chargers will try to turn 
things around Friday as they 
face Jordan-Matthews at home. 
Northwood defeated the Jets, 
72-0, last season and has won 
eight straight games in the 
all-time series between the two 
teams. 

Southwestern Randolph 
62, Jordan-Matthews 6

Jordan-Matthews found 
itself  in the path of  a buzz-
saw from the beginning of  its 
Week 1 game Friday night, as 
Southwestern Randolph scored 
35 points in the first quarter en 
route to stunning the Jets.

“We have a very young team, 
so when you come out and try 
to execute and things go south 
really early, it’s hard to kind 
of  reel things back in,” said 
Jordan-Matthews head coach 
Ryan Johnson. “We have a lot 
of  youth, and when you get 
down early it can be hard to get 
their mindset back to where it 
needs to be to compete.”

J-M had a hard time con-
taining senior quarterback 
Easton Clapp, who ran for over 
100 yards and two touchdowns 
and threw for two more scores. 
Clapp’s 40-yard touchdown run 
in the second quarter answered 
the Jets’ only touchdown of  the 
game  — a six-yard touchdown 
pass from freshman Nick Glov-
er to junior William Brewer.

The Jets gave up anoth-
er touchdown before half, 
ultimately entering the locker 

room with a 56-6 deficit. South-
western Randolph scored just 
once in the second half, which 
featured a running clock for 
the entire 24-minute duration.

Offensively, Jordan-Mat-
thews was held to less than 
100 yards of  total offense  — 79 
rushing and 18 passing. On the 
other side of  the field, the Cou-
gars gained 472 yards of  total 
offense, 348 of  which came on 
the ground.

Johnson was pleased with 
the play of  Glover, who filled 
in at quarterback for Brewer 
in the second half. The Jets’ 
coach hinted that the team 
is going to try and work in a 
package involving Glover at 
quarterback more often going 
forward.

“(Glover) was one of  our 
bright spots,” Johnson said. 
“We didn’t start him on offense 
and just kept him on defense 
(at first) to get his feet wet …  I 
think he showed some glimps-
es of  his athleticism and his de-
cision-making. Going forward 
we’re going to make the game 
really easy for him, just give 
him a couple of  things to look 
at so he can play fast.”

Despite the loss, the Jets 
hope to avoid a similar start 
to last season, when they lost 
their first nine games before 
defeating East Chapel Hill 
in their season finale. One 
glimmer of  hope is that Jor-
dan-Matthews scored points 
Friday, something it took them 
until the fourth game of  the 
season to do in 2021.

The Jets travel to Northwood 
next week in what will be 
another tough matchup. Last 
fall, the Chargers defeated J-M, 
72-0.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@jbo_vernon.  

New Northwood baseball coach Kyle Robinson 
wants to be someone his players can trust

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

PITTSBORO — When Kyle Robinson 
took his first coaching job after grad-

uating from UNC-Wilm-
ington, he felt like he had 
something to prove. But 
shortly into his tenure as 
an assistant for the North 
Moore High baseball 
team, the Carthage native 
changed his approach 
to how he dealt with his 

players.
“When I started, I tried to be more of  

an authority figure,” Robinson told the 
News + Record. “We were successful 
and we were winning games, but I felt 
like I needed to change how I was as 
a coach. I needed to be someone they 
could lean on as opposed to someone 
they felt like they had to listen to every 
day.”

The success continued as Robinson 
began honing his style. He soon took 
over as the head coach of  the junior 
varsity team, which went 9-1 each 
season he was there. As an assistant for 
the varsity program, Robinson helped 

lead the Mustangs to a 16-2 record this 
past spring, a first-place finish in the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A Conference and a 
league tournament title.

Recently, Northwood named Robin-
son the new head coach of  its varsity 
baseball program. Though he hasn’t 
had a chance to meet his players 
face-to-face yet, Robinson said he 
plans to bring over his more friendly 
approach.

“I think a good coach, a quality you 
have to have is you have to be someone 
that these players trust,” Robinson 
said. “You have to be someone who they 
can approach outside baseball, some-
body they can lean on for support when 
they need it. I don’t want any player I 
ever coach to think the only reason this 
guy is there is for me to do something 
productive on the baseball field for 
him. I want them to know that they can 
trust me and that I’m more than just a 
baseball coach.”

Robinson, who will be 25 at the start 
of  the 2023 season, has plenty of  talent 
to work with at Northwood. In 2022, 
the Chargers finished the year with 
a record of  19-11 after finishing third 
in Central Tar Heel conference play 

during the regular season.
In the 3A state playoffs, Northwood 

defeated higher-seeded teams Cur-
rituck County and C.B. Aycock before 
eventually falling in the third round 
to West Carteret. The Chargers only 
graduated two seniors from their roster 
over the offseason.

Several key players from the 2022 
team are expected to be back this 
spring, including seniors Zach Barnes 
(.370 average, 30 hits, 14 RBI in 2021), 
Seth Davis (.281 average, 25 hits, 11 RBI) 
and Nate Davis (.300 average, 24 hits, 
13 RBI). The Chargers will also return 
sophomore Kaleb Howell, who hit .253 
with 19 hits and 19 RBI in his first high 
school season last spring.

On the mound, Northwood returns 
its top two pitchers in Barnes and 
fellow senior Salvador Delgado. Barnes 
was 3-2 with a 0.82 ERA and 40 strike-
outs in 59.2 innings pitched this past 
season, while Delgado was 8-4 with 
a 2.98 ERA and 32 strikeouts in 47 
innings.

Robinson is encouraged by the 
amount of  returning players he has 
back. He knows having such a strong 
senior class should benefit the team as 

they try to make another deep playoff 
run in 2023.

“I’m not coming in to try and rein-
vent the wheel,” Robinson said. “It’s 
baseball. These kids have played it 
their entire lives. I think the biggest 
thing for us is going to be work ethic. 
If  we come out there and do what we 
need to do in practice and give our best 
effort in the games, I think we’ll be sat-
isfied as a team. Every team has some 
struggles. Even if  you win every game, 
there are still going to be some hard 
times through the season, but I think 
if  everybody is on board and everyone 
is giving their best effort, success will 
follow.”

The 2023 baseball season is set to 
begin in late February. The Chargers 
enter the year having finished 14 of  the 
past 15 seasons with a record of  .500 
or better. The only year Northwood 
has had a losing season since 2008 was 
when the team went 6-8 in a year that 
was heavily affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

COACHING HIRE

Kyle 
Robinson

ROUNDUP
Continued from page B1

WATSON
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Lee County senior Dayreon Jennings stiff-arms a Northwood 
defender in a 53-20 win over the Chargers last Friday.

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.
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Northwood senior golfer Jordan looks to 
build on T7 finish at 2021 3A Tournament

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

One of  the top returning 
golfers in Chatham County 
this fall is Northwood’s Lillian 
Jordan.

Jordan, who enters what 
will be her final high school 
season in 2022, made a name 
for herself  as a junior by fin-
ishing tied for seventh at last 
year’s 3A state championship. 
Jordan shot an 85 in the first 
round and an 83 in the second 
round for a total score of  168, 
24 strokes behind eventual 
winner Emily Matthhews of  
Eastern Alamance.

On Monday, Jordan and the 
rest of  the Northwood girls golf  
team kicked off the 2022 season 
with a match against Seaforth 
at The Preserve at Jordan Lake 
Golf  Club in Chapel Hill. Jor-
dan shot a 10-over par 46 in the 
nine-hole match.

Aferward, Jordan spoke with 
the News + Record about her 
first match of  the year, her 
expectations for the upcoming 
season and some of  the players 
she looks up to.

How did your first round go? 
What did it feel like to be in a 
competitive atmosphere again 
after a long offseason? 

LILLIAN JORDAN: We 

ended up playing Seaforth, so it 
was nice getting out and seeing 
some new faces. Score-wise, 
I just couldn’t get my putts to 
drop. My coach has nicknamed 
me “Shorty” because all my 
putts have been short. Other 
than that, I was really proud of  
my drives and how my woods 
were working, and my iron ap-
proaches were strong. People 
who have played The Preserve 
will tell you that it’s a pretty 
hard course to get the ball on 
the greens (in regulation), so 
I’m happy with that. But I’ll 
definitely be spending some 
time on putting this week.

During your career at North-
wood you had to play through the 
COVID-19 pandemic. How does it 
feel knowing the worst of the pan-
demic is in the rear-view mirror?

It’s definitely a relief. During 
my sophomore season, we 
actually had to wear masks 
when we were playing outside. 
For safety reasons that was 
important, but, being on the 
golf  course, one of  my favorite 
things is being able to make 
those connections with girls 
I’m playing with or competing 
against. We’re all part of  the 
same community. Yesterday 
we shook hands after we 
played, and that’s something 
we weren’t able to do before. 

That’s such an important part 
of  it, the connection. It’s more 
than a game. You’re making 
friendships.

Tell me about your teammates 
... I know your coach was scram-
bling to try and find a few girls to 
fill out the roster.

Compared to junior golf, it’s 
definitely different going in 
and playing for a team. Espe-
cially since we’re struggling for 
girls, it’s been different as far 
as trying to recruit while also 

focusing on my individual scor-
ing. We actually had my friend 
Ella, who is learning how to 
play, come out with me yes-
terday to see how everything 
works, where to stand when 
someone’s hitting or when not 
to talk. It was fun having her 
out there and having her be a 
part of  the competition itself.

You had a very strong junior 
season in 2021. What are some of 
the goals you set for yourself for 
the 2022 season?

I’m looking to shoot pret-
ty consistently through our 
matches and hopefully get 
some close-to-par rounds. And 
of  course, qualifying for re-
gionals and states is always up 
there. Maybe finishing higher 
at states this year? I’m trying 
to stay consistent, enjoy my 
senior year and try to make the 
most out of  it. If  I don’t have a 
good round, I think I just need 
to push through and enjoy the 
time left I have in high school.

How does it feel knowing you 
have already competed and 
performed at a high level at last 
year’s state championship tour-
nament?

It feels good. It kind of  
makes me feel like an “O.G.,” 
like I’ve been there and done 
that already. And knowing the 

girls and how they score and 
the course ... it’s nice going 
to an environment where 
you’re comfortable. Freshman 
year states was definitely 
nerve-wracking, and having 
those nerves can make you 
not score great. It feels nice 
to have that under my belt 
already, and hopefully I can 
move up  a bit in the rankings 
this year.

Are there any golfers you have 
looked up to or have tried to mod-
el your game after?

I look up a lot to the college 
athletes, specifically Clemson’s 
girls golf  players. Ivey Shep-
herd and the girls who play for 
Clemson and how they rep-
resent themselves on the golf  
course ... And honestly there’s 
a girl in our conference, Emily 
Matthews, who is committed to 
Virginia Tech. I look up to her 
a lot because we’re paired at 
almost every tournament. She 
shoots the eyes out of  the ball 
always, so she pushes me to 
play good. We also have a great 
time together on the course 
cracking jokes. It’s nice to have 
that balance. 

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@jbo_vernon.  

CLIPBOARD Q&A

the Wolves last season.
“(Alison)’s a great setter and a great as-

set to the team,” Rains said. “She’s worked 
incredibly hard in the offseason with dif-
ferent travel teams that she has played on. 
She’s prepared for this, and we hope she 
continues to grow and bond with this team 
and continue to hopefully be the lead setter 
in the conference this year.”

Chatham Charter has three more 
non-conference games on its schedule 
before opening up league play at Southern 
Wake Academy on Sept. 6. The Knights 
swept both matches they played against 
Southern Wake last season.

After losing in the first round of  the state 
playoffs last season, Rains hopes she can 
lead the team further into the tournament 
this season. She admits, though, that she is 
still figuring things out as she goes.

“We’re growing and learning together,” 
Rains said. “The girls are very supportive. 
I have a great team to work with. They 
have the talent. I’m just trying to help 
them reach their goals.”

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

“More reps will help with the tackling,” 
Howze said. “We have 15 or 16 kids that 
have never played football before at all. But 
I’m proud of  my guys that kept fighting. 
We’ll get better. We’ll get better in time.”

The second was the leadership displayed 
by junior quarterback/linebacker Hasten 
Paige and senior slotback/linebacker Mat-
thew Smith, who urged their teammates 
to take responsibility for their mistakes 
and vow to work harder in next week’s 
practice. When you don’t have the num-
bers, sometimes it helps to have the right 
attitude, and that’s exactly what the Bears 
hope happens from here on out.

“Those guys, they’re leaders,” Howze 
said of  Smith and Paige. “The kids will 
follow them. We just have to get it together. 
That’s the main thing.”

This Friday, Chatham Central will host 
South Davidson at home. The Bears have 
a 7-9 record against the Wildcats since the 
start of  the 2004 season. The last meeting 
between the two teams saw Central fall to 
South Davidson, 32-20, on Nov. 1, 2019.

 Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

TRINITY 52, CHATHAM CENTRAL 
0
CC | 0 | 0 | 0 | 0 | — 0

T   | 22 | 14 | 9 | 7 | — 52

SCORING SUMMARY
T — Dylan Hodges 61 pass 
from Dominic Payne (Chance 
Grogan kick)

T — Hodges 49 run (Grogan 
kick)

T — Brandon Campbell 25 
pass from Payne (Pass good)

T — Xavier Horton 29 pass 
from Payne (Grogan kick)

T — Payne 53 run (Grogan 
kick)

T — SAFETY

T — Grogan 13 run (Grogan 
kick)

T — Bo Gibson 15 run 
(Grogan kick)

TEAM STATS
Chatham Central | Trinity

6 | First downs | 10

155 | Total yards | 346

34-82 | Rushing attempts-
yards | 18-230

4-9-73 | Passing completions-
attempts-yards | 4-7-116

0 | Interceptions | 0

2-2 | Fumbles-lost | 0-0

2-15 | Penalties-yards | 5-45

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing: CC — Devonte 
Johnson 25-93. Hasten Paige 
6-(-4), Brandon Toomer 
1-3, Brycen Edwards 1-(-5); 
T — Bo Gibson 7-55, Dylan 
Hodges 4-64, Dominic Payne 
3-72, Aidan Goodwin 2-25, 
Chance Grogan 2-14  

Passing: CC — Paige 4-9, 73; 
T — Payne 4-7, 116

Receiving: CC — Toomer 
2-54, Matthew Smith 1-14, 
Raymond Zapata 1-5; T — 
Hodges 1-61, Grogan 1-29, 
Brandon Campbell 1-25, 
Gibson 1-1

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Northwood senior golfer 
Lillian Jordan takes her tee 
shot during a match at The 
Preserve at Jordan Lake Golf 
Club on Monday.

VOLLEYBALL
Continued from page B1

BEARS
Continued from page B1

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR
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‘I was wrong’ about The New York Times: 
Commentary on China’s censorship squeeze was 

a lemon — and the mea culpa, too
BY BUCK RYAN  

& LEI JIAO
Special to the  

News + Record

Editor’s note: Journalism 
professor Buck Ryan in 
Kentucky and English lec-
turer Lei Jiao in Wuhan, 
China, pursue cross-cul-
tural understanding 
through current events 
— this time a critique of  
a noted author’s view of  
censorship in China over 
the last 27 years.

LEI: I was wrong, 
Buck.

BUCK: Thank you, Lei. 
It takes a big person to 
admit a mistake.

LEI: Well, The New 
York Times started it.

BUCK: What?
LEI: I guess you 

missed the Gray Lady 
falling on her sword. 
Eight opinion writers 
published “I was wrong” 
mea culpas about previ-
ous articles, explaining 
why they changed their 
minds.

BUCK: When was that?
LEI: A couple of  weeks 

ago. Paul Krugman on 
inflation, Bret Stephens 
on Trump voters, Gail 
Collins on Mitt Romney, 
Michelle Goldberg on Al 
Franken, David Brooks 
on capitalism, Zeynep 
Tufekci on protests, 
Farhad Manjoo on Face-
book. But you know the 
one that really got my 
goat?

BUCK: Nope.
LEI: “I Was Wrong 

About Chinese Cen-
sorship” by Thomas L. 
Friedman, Opinion sec-
tion, July 21, 2022. I guess 
I was wrong, too, about 
The New York Times. I 
thought it was a reliable 
and credible source of  
news and information.

BUCK: Ha! I guess you 
never met Cal Thomas.

LEI: Who’s Cal?
BUCK: One of  Ameri-

ca’s most popular syndi-
cated columnists. A real 
go-to guy for conservative 
thinkers and writers.

LEI: So what does he 
think of  The New York 
Times?

BUCK: “Every morning 
when I get up I read the 
New York Times. Then I 
read the Bible to see what 
the other side says.”

LEI: I think I like Cal. 
Wait, let me Google him.

BUCK: You’re kidding, 
right? Google is blocked 
in China.

LEI: Buck, you’re 
drinking the Friedman 
Kool-Aid. 

BUCK: What do you 
mean?

LEI: Here’s one of  his 
erroneous lines from 
2006: “I still believe it is 
very hard to produce a 
culture of  innovation in 
a country that censors 
Google — which for me 
is a proxy for curtailing 
people’s ability to imag-
ine and try anything they 
want.”

BUCK: Erroneous, eh?
LEI: True, censorship 

is repressive in its nature, 
but is censorship really 
possible in this day and 
age? China is not this 
giant censorship ma-
chine where everyone 
is silenced and living as 
robots.

BUCK: You mean, peo-
ple in China can easily 

jump that other Great 
Wall, right?

LEI: Right.
BUCK: I’m remind-

ed of  my early days of  
teaching in China when 
I naively wanted to show 
a YouTube clip. One 
of  my students said, 
“Professor, YouTube is 
blocked in China. But 
wait, I’ll help you.” And 
within minutes I had the 
clip up on a classroom 
screen.

LEI: It’s not that we 
can’t find what we need, 
it’s that we have too 
much out there. For those 
who want to know the 
outside world, they can. 
Most people just simply 
don’t have the need or the 
drive for it.

BUCK: So China is not 
exactly “curtailing peo-
ple’s ability to imagine,” 
eh?

LEI: From what I’ve 
seen, in the free world 
with the almighty Google 
and no censorship, there 
has never been a short-
age of  brainwashed 
trolls.

BUCK: Ha! What about 
that “culture of  innova-
tion” thing?

LEI: He’s killing me, 
Buck. We didn’t steal all 
your intellectual proper-
ty, you know. We have a 
lot of  bright, innovative, 
hard-working people here 
— and that was true for 
thousands of  years before 
the U.S. existed.

BUCK: Funny, Lei, I 
saw a Wall Street Jour-
nal story about how 
Elon Musk and Twitter 
co-founder Jack Dorsey 
are in a race to create a 
new “Super App” — look-
ing to follow China’s lead.

LEI: Oh, which app?
BUCK: WeChat, 

launched in 2011 by 
Tencent, is considered 
the model super app, 
starting with messaging 
and social media, then ex-
panding to booking rides, 
doing e-commerce and 
even providing access to 
government services.

LEI: Friedman can rest 
easy about our culture of  
innovation and some-
thing else.

BUCK: What’s that?
LEI: Elon and Jack are 

probably also looking 
to hire some of  China’s 
top graduate students. 
According to a Forbes 
article last year, Chi-

na’s Ph.D. graduates in 
STEM fields (77,179) are 
expected to almost double 
those in the United States 
(39,959) by 2025.

BUCK: Huh, what 
else bothered you about 
Friedman’s mea culpa?

LEI: He opens with 
wishful thinking about 
trying to unilaterally 
Americanize China 
into something China is 
fundamentally not. It’s 
like he married a woman 
he hoped to change, then 
was shocked by a 50% 
divorce rate.

BUCK: What did he say 
exactly?

LEI: “Among the 
most important ques-
tions that I’ve wrestled 
with since becoming a 
columnist in 1995 are 
if, when and how fast 
China will open up its 
information ecosystem 
to allow a much freer 
flow of  uncensored news 
— from both Chinese 
and foreign sources. I 
confess that I’ve been 
too optimistic. I plead 
guilty.”

BUCK: Gee, he’s 
talking about the last 27 
years. That covers three 
different leaders in China 
and five U.S. presidents. 
What’s he so worried 
about?

LEI: He says uncen-
sored news is necessary 
“if  China is intent on 
growing a high-tech 
economy.”

BUCK: Wait, I thought 
you had one.

LEI: We do, Buck. Take 
a look back at the world’s 
GDP picture in 2001.

BUCK: Why then?
LEI: That’s when we 

joined the World Trade 
Organization. Your presi-
dent was Bill Clinton and 
China’s leader was Jiang 
Zemin.

BUCK: OK, here’s what 
I found in trillions: the 
U.S. at $10.6, Japan $4.3, 
Germany $1.9, UK $1.6, 
France $1.4, China $1.3.

LEI: Right, Buck. The 
latest figures show the 
U.S. is No. 1 with $20.9 
and China is No. 2 with 
$14.7.

BUCK: And Friedman 
worries about censorship 
holding China back. 

LEI: That was Trump’s 
job, being a bull in a 
China shop. He woke 
up America to what’s 
happened under Clinton, 

George W. Bush, Barack 
Obama and now Joe 
Biden.

BUCK: So you think 
Friedman is blinded by 
his own Western bias 
about the power of  the 
press?

LEI: Right, and not just 
him. All the Friedmans 
out there need to deal 
with the realization that 
China is not Japan or 
another Soviet Union. It’s 
not America’s way or the 
highway.

BUCK: It sounds like 
there might be an ancient 
Chinese expression 
coming.

LEI: Yes, Buck, here 
it is: “A knave thinks of  
others in terms of  his 
own desires.”

BUCK: What else irked 
you?

LEI: How about this 
line from 2009: “If  Beijing 

refused to permit a 
decent level of  free-flow-
ing information on the 
internet and in public 
speech — if  for no other 
reason than to drive 
entrepreneurship and in-
novation — China would 
never be able to overtake 
the American economy 
in dynamism in the 21st 
century.”

BUCK: What’s the 
problem?

LEI: To directly 
connect a free press to 
innovation and entrepre-
neurship is like trying 
to run a car without an 
engine.

BUCK: What’s the en-
gine of  business, Lei?

LEI: Greed, need 
and financial capital — 
whether you’re in the 
U.S. or China. If  a free 
press was the key to 
business success, why 
then would U.S. newspa-
pers be dying at a rate of  
two each week?

BUCK: Touché, Lei. 
LEI: Look, Buck, I don’t 

like censorship — who 
does? We know infor-
mation in China gets 
censored for political or 
moral reasons. But my 
daughter can read a book 
at school like “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” without 
worrying about political 
correctness.

BUCK: Are you seeing 
censorship in your work?

LEI: Yes. We’re being 
asked to pull references 
and visuals, especially 
anything that suggests 
the red-white-and-blue, 
from our English text-
book. Our U.S.-China 
relations are that bad.

BUCK: Lei, as A.J. 
Liebling famously wrote 
in The New Yorker, 
“Freedom of  the press is 
guaranteed only to those 
who own one.”

LEI: Ha! Honestly, 
Buck, we would all ben-
efit from more humility 
and less hubris and 
arrogance.

BUCK: So did you com-
plete your search for Cal 
Thomas?

LEI: Yes, I found his 
book “America’s Expi-
ration Date: The Fall of  
Empires and Superpow-
ers … and the Future of  
the United States.”

BUCK: That’s a good 
one. Cal was inspired by 
a British diplomat, Sir 
John Glubb, who found 
an interesting pattern 
for empires in human 
history.

LEI: What pattern?
BUCK: Superpowers 

last only 250 years with a 
few exceptions.

LEI: Hmm, then at 
246 years old, the United 
States is approaching its 
“expiration date.” I get 
it. It looks like a fun read 
this summer at the beach.

BUCK: Fun?
LEI: If  I was wrong, I’ll 

let you know.

About the authors: Buck 
Ryan, a University of  
Kentucky journalism 
professor, and Lei Jiao, an 
English lecturer at Wuhan 
University of  Technology, 
Hubei Province, China, 
collaborate on articles to 
advance cross-cultural 
understanding. You can 
read their last article 
(“Kissinger’s new book 
raises Nixon’s ghost and 
rattles skeletons. In Chi-
na, on Mao’s 70/30 scale, 
they’re still revered.”) 
here:

https://www.cha-
thamnewsrecord.com/
stories/kissingers-new-
book-raises-nixons-
ghost-and-rattles-skele-
tons,13991

Illustration by Ruby Wang

‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’ the 1961 Pulitzer Prize-winning book, is banned 
by schools in Mississippi, Minnesota and Washington State. In China, 
where censorship isn’t always what you might think, Lei Jiao’s 15-year-old 
daughter, Ruby, was able to read the book for a class assignment, watch the 
film and capture its meaning in a drawing. 

GRADUATES
CENTRAL CAROLINA 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Central Carolina Community College 
celebrated the achievements of  the 
Class of  2022 summer graduates as the 
school observed its 60th Commence-
ment Exercises on August 9 at the 
Dennis A. Wicker Civic & Conference 
Center in Sanford.
The Class of  2022 summer graduation 
ceremonies recognized the following 
Chatham County graduates: Carolina 
Acosta, Aaron Barnes, Lacie Clark, 

Jagger Cole, Drew Cox, Gracie Culber-
son, Kelsey Dillon, Elizabeth Dorsett, 
Harrison Fogleman, Deontae Glover, 
Elizabeth Hamm, Avery Headen, 
Patrick Islip, Richard Joiner, Madalyn 
Justice, Cassidi Maness, Elmer Ma-
teo-Estrada, Braden McIntosh, Chad-
wick Moore, Tamarr Moore, Madison 
Parks, Moises Peraza, Sarah Petty, 
Emily Pierce, Noah Rinell, Gabriela 
Ruiz, Lindsay Seitz, Marissa Spencer, 
Graham Stafford, Ashley Stanley, 
Haley Strickland, Julia Wieland, Tierra 
Williams, Leslie Wiseman, and Camia 
Woods.

SCHOOL HONORS



New Food Lion opens at Briar Chapel
Daily operating 

hours: 7 a.m.  
to 11 p.m.

CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — Neigh-
bors in the Briar Chapel 
area of  Pittsboro are 
now able to nourish their 
families at a brand new 
Food Lion, which opened 
Wednesday.

The new store, located 
at 70 Ballantrae Ct., is 
open daily from 7 a.m. 
until 11 p.m.

“I’m very excited to 
bring our easy, fresh and 
affordable shopping ex-
perience to more of  our 
neighbors in Chatham 
County,” said Jason 
Kiser, who’s store man-
ager of  the Briar Chapel 
Food Lion. “I’m looking 
forward to providing the 
Briar Chapel communi-
ty with our easy in-store 
checkout options, simple 
Food Lion To Go online 
ordering and convenient 
shopping at the best 
prices possible every 
day.”

The new store features 
an extensive product 
assortment, including 
fresh sushi, in-store 
fresh-cut fruit and a wide 
variety of  affordable 

and easy “grab-and-go” 
options to help make any 
meal easier. Customers 
have a large selection 
of  organic, gluten-free 
and plant-based items to 
choose from, including 
Nature’s Promise-brand 
items, which are Food Li-
on’s affordable brand of  
wholesome and organic 
products made with no 
artificial flavors, pre-
servatives or synthetic 
colors. Additionally, the 
store features a walk-in 
produce cooler, ensuring 
the freshest items avail-
able, and a self-service 
hot wing and Asian food 
bar.

To make shopping 
easier for customers, the 
store offers self-checkout 
lanes and the Food Lion 
To Go grocery pick up 
service, which allows cus-
tomers to place an order 
with the click of  a button 
while experiencing the 
same low prices and fresh 
food items they  receive 
in the store.

The store is proud to 
also offer a wide variety 
of  great local offerings, 
such as freshly brewed 
craft beers from Pitts-
boro; North Carolina’s 
Famous Bright Leaf  Hot 
Dogs produced by Caroli-
na Packers in Smithfield; 
and fresh local produce 

grown at Cottle Farms in 
Faison.

Furthering Food Lion’s 
commitment to sustain-
ability, the store features 
energy-efficient overhead 
LED lighting. Food Lion 
is the only company in 
the country to receive 

the Energy Star Partner 
of  the Year Award from 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and 
the U.S. Department of  
Energy for 21 consecutive 
years.

In another commit-
ment to the Briar Chapel 

community, Food Lion 
donated 30,000 meals to 
the food pantry at Haw 
River Baptist Church 
through Food Lion Feeds, 
the retailer’s hunger-re-
lief  initiative. The church 
will also regularly collect 
food from the store to 

distribute to neighbors in 
need through Food Lion 
Feeds’ industry-leading 
food rescue program, 
in which food safe for 
human consumption is 
donated to a local feeding 
agency before the food 
spoils. 
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BIRTH 
ANNOUNCEMENT

Marilee  
Renee Barton

Chloe and Tyler Barton 
of  Jessup announce 

the birth of  a daughter, 
Marilee Renee Barton. 
She was born July 28, 

2022, in Chatham County, 
weighing 8 pounds. She 
was 19 inches in length.

Chatham’s 2021 visitor economic impact  up 41%
From Chatham County 

Government

PITTSBORO — Domestic 
and international visitors to 
and within Chatham County 
spent $68.03 million in 2021, an 
increase of  41.4% from 2020. 

The data comes from an 
annual study commissioned 
by Visit North Carolina, a unit 
of  the Economic Development 
Partnership of  North Carolina.

“We remained adaptable 
and have continued to sup-
port our small businesses in 
the tourism and hospitality 
industry both during and af-
ter the pandemic,” said Neha 
Shah, director of  the Pitts-
boro-Siler City Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, which is the 
official destination marketing 
organization for Chatham 
County. “Our outdoor events, 
flexibility in places to stay, 
and guests working remotely, 
among other factors, con-

tributed to a resurgence of  
travel.”

Tourism impact highlights 
for 2021

• The travel and tourism in-
dustry directly employs more 
than 576 in Chatham County. 

• Total payroll generated by 
the tourism industry in Cha-
tham County was $19.1 million.

• State tax revenue generat-
ed in Chatham County totaled 
$3.1 million through state 
sales and excise taxes and tax-
es on personal and corporate 
income. About $2.7 million 
in local taxes were generated 
from sales and property tax 
revenue from travel-generated 
and travel-supported business-
es.

• Visitor spending results 
in a $74.45 tax savings per 
resident.

These statistics come from 
the “Economic Impact of  Trav-

el on North Carolina Counties 
2021.” The study was prepared 
for Visit North Carolina by 
Tourism Economics in collab-
oration with the U.S. Travel 
Association.

Statewide, visitor spending 
in 2021 rebounded by 44.9% to 
reach $28.9 billion. Following 
the devastating pandemic-re-
lated losses of  2020, the total 
fell just short of  the record 
$29.22 spent in 2019. Direct 
tourism employment increased 
10.5% to 197,500.

“Tourism and hospitality 
are a significant part of  the 
growing economy in Chatham 
County, and we are thrilled 
that the county has been able 
to rebound and come back 
stronger since the height of  

COVID-19,” said Chatham 
County Manager Dan LaM-
ontagne. “We will continue to 
highlight Chatham County’s 
culture, history, and develop-
ment to encourage previous 
visitors to return and new vis-
itors to discover the greatness 
of  Chatham.”

Statewide highlights include:
• Total spending by domestic 

and international visitors in 
North Carolina reached $28.9 
billion in 2021. That sum rep-
resents a 44.9% increase over 
2020 expenditures. The figure 
falls 1% below the record $29.22 
billion spent in 2019.

• Domestic travelers spent 
a record $28.6 billion in 2021. 
Spending was up 45.2% from 
$19.7 billion in 2020.

• International travelers 
spent $337 million in 2021, up 
25.6% from the previous year.

•  Local tax receipts grew 
26% to $1.1 billion.

• Direct tourism employment 
in North Carolina increased 
10.5% to 197,500.

• Direct tourism payroll in-
creased 18.9% to $7.7 billion.

• Visitors spent more than 
$79 million per day in North 
Carolina. That spending added 
$6.4 million per day to state and 
local tax revenues (about $3.3 
million in state taxes and $3.1 
million in local taxes).

• North Carolina hosted 
nearly 45 million visitors in 
2021.

The CVB is fully funded by 
revenues generated by the 
occupancy tax on lodging facil-
ities in Chatham County. Addi-
tional information on the CVB 
and attractions and events in 
Chatham County can be found 
at https://visitpittsboro.com.

Courtesy of Food Lion

The front of the new Food Lion grocery store near Briar Chapel, north of Pittsboro.

Chatham County reports 
untreated wastewater 

discharge
PITTSBORO — Chatham County 

Public Utilities experienced a dis-
charge of  untreated wastewater on 
Aug. 17. At 9:08 a.m., county staff 

discovered the discharge at a man-
hole located along Renaissance Drive, 
approximately 1,000 feet north of  N.C. 
Hwy. 64 in Pittsboro.

The discharge of  approximately 
1,800 gallons was abated at 10:10 a.m. 
The cause of  the discharge was due to 
a pipe failure inside the manhole that 

overflowed. Utilities crews immediately 
worked to repair the pipe and remedi-
ate the spill. The untreated wastewater 
from this pipe failure discharged into 
an unnamed tributary of  Harlands 
Creek.

The N.C. Dept. of  Environmental 
Quality’s Division of  Water Quality 

Raleigh Regional Office was noti-
fied of  the event within the 24-hour 
requirement. For more information, 
please contact Chatham County Util-
ities Director Blake Mills at 919-542-
8238.

—CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEF

Following the devastating pandemic-related 
losses of 2020, the total fell just short of the 
record $29.22 spent in 2019. Direct tourism 
employment increased 10.5% to 197,500.

CHATHAM IS BOLD!BOLD!

2021



CHATHAM  
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

On Aug. 15, Quamane Terrell 
Matthews, 32, of  104 Anthony St., 
Pittsboro, was arrested by Deputy 
Brooke Roberts for discharging a 
weapon into an occupied dwelling 
or vehicle, assault by pointing a gun 
and assault on a female. Matthews 

was also arrested for possession of  a 
firearm by a felon. He was placed on 
a 48-hour domestic violence hold and 
is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
Sept. 12.

On Aug. 15, Kansas Star Philbrick, 
27, of  2974 DeWitt Smith Rd., Pitts-
boro, was arrested by Staff  Sergeant 
Ashley Ellington for failure to ap-

pear regarding child support. Phil-
brick was issued a $5,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County District Court on 
Aug. 26.

On Aug. 16, Ian Matthew Caffey, 36, 
of  82 Deer Corn Path, Moncure, was 
arrested by Deputy Rami Amer for 
failure to maintain lane control and 
driving while impaired. He was issued a 

written promise to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
Sept. 7. 

On Aug. 16, Randall James Fesel, 
27, of  488 N.C. Hwy 87, Pittsboro, was 
arrested by Deputy Jason Kane for 
failure to appear. He was issued a $1,000 
secured bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in Johnston County District Court 
in Smithfield on Sept. 19.
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Arrest made in ‘Death by Distribution’ case
From Chatham County 

Sheriff’s Office

Chatham County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies have arrested 

Samantha Car-
oline Biehl, 38, 
of  2527 Buffalo 
Church Road, 
Apt. 7D, in San-
ford, following 
the death of  a 
38-year-old Siler 
City resident. 
Biehl is accused 

of  illegally selling fentanyl 
pills to the victim, contributing 
to the victim’s fatal overdose in 
March 2021. 

The crime falls under North 
Carolina’s “Death by Distri-
bution” Act, which first took 
effect on December 1, 2019. N.C. 
Governor Roy Cooper signed 
the Act (NCGS §14-18.4) into 
law in response to the increas-
ing number of  deaths related 
to the opioid epidemic. The law 
allows for the prosecution of  
individuals who sell drugs to 
buyers who later overdose as a 
result of  using those controlled 
substances. 

“Death by distribution cases 
can be incredibly difficult to 
prove or prosecute, making 
it even more essential for au-
thorities to conduct thorough 
investigations and follow all 
leads,” explains Sheriff’s Office 
Captain Ronnie Miller. “Ac-
quiring autopsy and toxicology 
reports, conducting evidence 
testing, holding interviews, 
obtaining search warrants, 
reviewing phone and internet 
records, and so on — each 
phase of  the process takes 
time, manpower, and resources 
from multiple agencies. With-
out teamwork and persistence, 
this outcome would not have 
been possible.”

In Biehl’s case, the Sher-
iff’s Office reached out to the 
Siler City Police Department 
to gather information and 
explore available leads ahead 
of  the arrest. Chatham County 
Sheriff Mike Roberson says 
taking a suspect into custody 
is only one step along the path 
to justice for surviving family 
members.

“We cannot arrest our way 
out of  the crisis and we can’t 

end addiction overnight. No 
arrest can restore the life that 
was lost, but it is our hope 
that further deaths can be 
prevented through appropriate 
intervention and partnership 
with the community,” says 
Roberson, who emphasizes 
the importance of  working to-
gether toward shared goals to 
combat opioid abuse, addiction, 
and overdose. “We all have a 
responsibility to raise aware-
ness and talk with our family 
members and friends about 
what addiction looks like and 
how to prevent it. We all have 
a choice to fight for the future 
and health of  our county, not 
just in words, but through our 
actions.”

Roberson made his stance 
against opioids clear when he 
co-founded the Sheriff’s Pre-
vention Partnership on Con-
trolled Substances (SPPCS) 
with former Public Health 
Department Director Layton 
Long in 2017. The SPPCS is 
a collaborative effort among 
multiple agencies to provide 
a comprehensive approach to 
addiction, featuring stake-

holders and representatives 
from various professional 
and personal backgrounds. 
Law enforcement and first 
responders, health officials, 
medical professionals, 
educators, mental health 
service providers, counselors, 
survivors, and individuals in 
recovery all joined forces to 
formulate a plan; the group 
continues to work together 
to implement life-saving 
measures across Chatham 
County. Notably, the SPPCS is 
responsible for supplying all 
first responders in Chatham 
County with the life-saving 
opioid overdose-reversal drug 
Narcan, which to date has 
saved over 106 lives in Cha-
tham County.

“Residents can play a pow-
erful role in deterring drug 
abuse in their communities. 
It’s important to recognize the 
warning signs when a friend 
or family member is strug-
gling, and be brave enough to 
point them toward available 
resources,” says Sheriff’s 
Office Lieutenant Sara Pack. 
“But the most courageous 

decision you make today may 
be calling 911 to report their 
dealer and provide evidence 
to help put them behind 
bars.” 

Biehl is currently charged 
with felony death by distribu-
tion, felony selling/delivering a 
Schedule II controlled sub-
stance, felony possession with 
intent to sell/deliver a Sched-
ule II controlled substance, 
felony possession of  a Schedule 
II controlled substance and 
misdemeanor possession of  
drug paraphernalia. She was 
assigned a $275,000 secured 
bond and is due to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on August 
31. 

The investigation into the 
case is ongoing.

Roberson says the Sheriff’s 
Office will continue to inves-
tigate criminal activity and 
arrest those found responsible 
for breaking the law. Anyone 
with information or who sus-
pects criminal activity in their 
area should call 911 as soon as 
possible to share that knowl-
edge with investigators.

Samantha 
Caroline 
Biehl

Friends of the Chatham Community Library to host fall book sale
PITTSBORO — The Friends of  the 

Chatham Community Library will 
host the library’s annual fall book sale 
on Sept. 23 and 24 in the library’s Mary 
Hayes Barber Holmes Meeting Room 
in the Chatham Community Library. 
This event is free and open to the 
public.

With over 20,000 books in 26 catego-
ries, there is something for everyone, 
including large selections of  cook-
books, art and poetry. Most hardcovers 
are $3 and soft cover books are $2. Some 
books may be specially priced. A 10% 
member discount is available on both 
sale days. Cash, check and credit cards 

are accepted.
Book sale hours will take place from 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m on Friday, Sept. 23, and 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m (it’s half  price day 
for all customers) on Saturday, Sept. 
24: 

For additional information visit 
https://friendsccl.org/Coming-Book-

Sales or contact the Friends at book-
sale@friendsccl.org. 

Note: For the safety of  its customers 
and volunteers, the Friends will follow 
recommendations of  the state and local 
governments regarding social distanc-
ing and the use of  face masks in effect 
at the time of  the sales.

NEWS BRIEFS

Chatham Democrats to host ‘Chatham 
Dems Together’ on Sept. 9

Chatham County Democratic Party will host its 
“Chatham Dems Together” fundraiser on Friday, 
Sept. 9, at the Chatham County Agricultural & Con-
ference Center in Pittsboro.

Local Democrats and Democratic-leaning unaffil-
iated voters will gather for an evening of  delicious 
Cajun cuisine, Louisiana dance hall music by the 
Zydeco/Cajun-flavored Blues favorites Mel Melton & 
The Wicked Mojos and dancing. The evening’s special 
guest speakers include North Carolina Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Anita Earls, North Carolina 
House Democratic Leader Rep. Robert Reives II and 
Dr. Ronda Taylor Bullock, a local anti-racist educa-
tional specialist.

The festivities kick off at 6 p.m. with a gumbo meal 
prepared by 401 Main in Carrboro, guided by Melton, 
who besides being a musician is also a local celebrity 
Cajun chef. Vegan options are available. Ticket op-
tions include event only, event/dinner, or event/des-
sert. All proceeds will go to support Chatham County 
Democratic Party’s 2022 Get Out the Vote activities.

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit: 
ccdpnc.org/event

Wren Memorial Library expands 
Monday hours

SILER CITY — Beginning Sept. 12, the Chatham 
County Library will adjust its hours of  operation at 
the Wren Memorial Library located at 500 N. 2nd Ave., 
Siler City. 

The library will open two hours earlier at 10 a.m. 
on Mondays. Effective Sept. 12, Wren Memorial Li-
brary will operate with the following hours:

• Mondays: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
• Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 10 

a.m. – 6 p.m.
• Saturdays: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
More information about Wren Memorial Library 

and other Chatham County Library locations can be 
found at: www.chathamlibraries.org.

Schedule changes at driver license 
offices: Road test waivers end Sept. 14

ROCKY MOUNT — As the summer peak season 
winds down, the N.C. Division of  Motor Vehicles will 
be making some changes to office hours at several 
driver’s license offices across the state.

Saturday walk-in service hours at 16 offices, which 
began on May 21, will end at the close of  business on 
Aug. 27.

Beginning Sept. 6, another 10 offices will join 25 
offices opening at 7 a.m., an hour earlier than normal, 
to provide walk-in services. These additional offices 
are Concord, Durham East, Fayetteville South, Hick-
ory, High Point, Lexington, Lumberton, New Bern, 
Salisbury, and Wentworth.

A current list of  offices with Saturday and extended 
hours can be found here. Office hours for all locations 
can be found on NCDMV’s office locations webpage.

“We have had a very busy summer at DMV offices 
across our great state,” said NCDMV Commissioner 

Wayne Goodwin. “Our staff continues to do its best to 
meet the needs of  customers across our in the face of  
a severe labor shortage.”

Customers can visit MyNCDMV.gov any time, day 
or night, for services including driver’s license and 
ID renewals, ordering license or ID card duplicates, 
changing address (within N.C.), renewing vehicle 
registration and paying property taxes, ordering 
custom plates and completing a voter registration 
application.

“We continue encourage customers to skip the trip to 
the DMV and do their business online, if  at all possible,” 
Goodwin said. “If you must come into a driver license 
office for service, please make an appointment well in 
advance. And finally, make sure you bring all the need-
ed documentation with you on appointment day.”

Following the end of  the COVID-19 State of  Emer-
gency on Aug. 15, road test waivers will be discontin-
ued on Sept. 14.

The lone remaining modification to DMV process-
es because of  COVID-19, most recently extended 
under House Bill 650, is the temporary reduction in 
the amount of  time a teen driver must hold a Level 1 
Limited Learner Permit.

Following the adoption of  the Graduated Driver 
Licensing system in 1997, and until May 2021, a 16 
or 17 year old had to have their Level 1 permit for 12 
months before they could advance to Level 2. That 
timeframe has been temporarily shortened to six 
months and will sunset at the end of  the year.

Cooper directs new funding to support 
postsecondary students, new teachers

RALEIGH — Gov. Roy Cooper last Friday direct-
ed $14.5 million in new federal funding to further 
support postsecondary students in completing their 
degree or credential and to support beginning teach-
ers as they start a new academic year.

Cooper is investing $7.5 million in funding for the 
Finish Line Grants program for the 2022-2023 and 
2023-2024 academic years. The Finish Line Grants 
program, launched by the Governor in 2018 with 

federal funding from the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act, is designed to provide grants to 
community college students who face unexpected 
emergencies, including medical bills, car repairs 
and loss of  childcare, that might prevent them from 
finishing their coursework.

“Finish Line Grants have helped thousands of  
students over the past four years stay on track toward 
completing a credential or degree,” Cooper said. 
“This new funding will help even more students 
better their lives by making sure a hospital bill or car 
repair doesn’t stop them from finishing their train-
ing.”

Through a partnership between the N.C. Dept. of  
Commerce Division of  Workforce Solutions, local 
workforce development boards, the North Carolina 
Community College System and local community 
colleges, Finish Line Grants totaling over $4.7 million 
have been awarded to more than 5,400 community 
college students in the past four years.

With this new injection of  funding, administration 
of  the program will transition from the Commerce 
to the North Carolina Community College System. 
As with the original program, students will still 
be required to have completed at least 50% of  their 
program of  study and be experiencing an unexpected 
financial emergency to qualify for a grant. Given the 
increase in the amount of  funding and greater flexi-
bility of  the funds, more community college students 
will be able to take advantage of  the program.

—CN+R staff reports

Saturday & Sunday, 
September 3 & 4

We will be at the
Silk Hope OLD FASHION 

FARMERS DAY

See you in Silk Hope on Labor Day Weekend!

 We Are The...
 Siler City Lions Club
Our overall mission is to serve the Siler City community 

with emphasis on helping the visually impaired and 

children with childhood diabetes. We regularly do service 

projects to raise money to support our mission. 

  

LEADERSHIP CHATHAM 
OPEN ENROLLMENT 

 

           
LEADERSHIP CHATHAM, a signature program of 
the Chatham Chamber of Commerce, is designed 
to develop informed, skilled, and involved leaders  
for Chatham County.  
 

The Leadership Chatham class year begins with an 
Opening Reception and Orientation in September. 
Full-day sessions are held monthly from September 
through May. Graduation takes place in June. Lunch  
is provided on session dates.  
 

Participants of the Leadership Chatham Program 
are taken on a journey through the social, cultural 
and economic makeup of Chatham County. The 
connections made and knowledge acquired 
throughout the class year are indispensable. 

 

Will you take the journey with us? 
 

 

Contact the Chamber of Commerce for more 
information or to enroll. 
 

919-742-3333 | 984-265-9172 
info@ccucc.net 

 
 

https://www.ccucc.net/sites/default/files/Leadersh
ipChathamBrochureApp2022-2023.pdf 
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CCCC hosts ‘Prep for Success Academy’ 
for prospective students

BY CHIP PATE
CCCC Marketing 
Correspondent

SANFORD — Everyone was 
transfixed on the computer 
monitor as Danielle Bruner 
gave a tour of  the mouth.

Using a specialized cam-
era embedded in a foot-long 
white wand — with one of  
her students as her patient 
— the dental hygiene clini-
cal coordinator for Central 
Carolina Community College 
circled through the mouth 
and around teeth, stopping 
now and then to point out oral 
anatomy and even a tiny piece 
of  lettuce left over from lunch.

Along the journey, Bruner 
answered plenty of  questions. 
She talked about what she 
would tell her patient based on 
what she was seeing. She gave 
her perspective on what it’s 
really like to work as a dental 
hygienist. There were plenty 
of  stories along the way, too; 
some were funny and others, 
well, let’s just say they were 
not for the squeamish.

This hour-long session 
on intraoral photography 
was part of  Prep for Success 
Academy, a four-day, summer 
initiative designed to intro-
duce prospective students to 
careers in dental assisting 
and dental hygiene — espe-
cially students representing 
various minority groups who 
are sorely needed in dental 
professions.

All of  the students packed 
around the dental chair for 
this intraoral photography in-
troduction are current CCCC 
students selected through an 
application process, complete 
with an essay and letter of  
recommendation. Once admit-
ted, they get to participate all 
week in free workshops on a 
broad range of  dental topics, 
techniques to become more 
successful in college and how 
best to navigate CCCC’s com-
petitive application process for 
dental programs.

Think of  Prep for Success 
Academy as a mix of  dental ed-
ucation, academic counseling 
and college recruiting.

Amy Gustavson, who deliv-
ered a one-hour session the 
previous day on time man-
agement and self-advocacy, 
said many of  the participants 
are first-generation college 
students trying to navigate a 
highly competitive academ-
ic program. More than 100 
students applied for 18 seats in 
CCCC’s dental hygiene pro-
gram last year, she said, and 
were selected based on a points 
system that rewards academ-
ic preparation and tangible 
activities demonstrating that 
students are serious about 
enrolling in college dental pro-
grams. By understanding the 
intricacies of  the process, they 
can maximize their chance of  
admission.

But it’s not just about ex-
ploring dental professions and 
gaining admission. As its name 
suggests, Prep for Success also 
helps students build a sense 
of  community with each other 

and make connections with 
college faculty and staff that 
will help them succeed on 
campus.

Linette Hernandez Rodri-
guez is entering her second 
year at CCCC and applied to 
Prep for Success after receiv-
ing an invitation by email — a 
message sounding so good 
that she almost dismissed 
the opportunity as some sort 
of  scam. Though she’s just 
halfway through the four days, 
Hernandez Rodriguez said the 
experience has already inten-
sified her interest in dental 
hygiene. She’s now focused 
on finishing one prerequisite 
class, continuing to build that 
all-important network for suc-
cess and refining her applica-
tion to submit in March.

In the back of  her mind, 
she’s playing with the idea of  
eventually becoming an or-
thodontist. Right now, though, 
she’s focused entirely on 
preparing to work as a dental 
hygienist.

LeeAnn Lilly had already 
applied to study dental assist-

ing and enrolled in Prep for 
Success after someone in the 
dental school called to see if  
it’s something she’d like to try. 
The answer was a resounding 
“yes.” From the time she had a 
good experience with braces as 
a child, she thought this might 
be something she’d enjoy as a 
career. It matched her interests 
and her personality. Plus, as 
she puts it, “The whole mouth-
thing never bothered me.” But 
this was a chance to see for 
sure. 

For Lilly, the experience was 
captivating from the start. Go-
ing into the week, she expected 
to be fascinated by the “ins and 
outs” of  dentistry. What she 
didn’t anticipate was loving 
all of  the dental instructors 
and students who have given 
their time to come through the 
classroom, get to know the par-
ticipants and then share real 
encouragement and insight. 
“It’s definitely given me more 
interest,” she said, “and a drive 
to do better.”

TRiO Student Support Ser-
vices Director Jessica Rogers, 
who organized Prep for Suc-
cess Academy, said this is the 

first time it has been offered, 
but won’t be the last. Already, 
plans are underway to offer 
this introduction to dental 
professions again next year — 
with the same hands-on labs, 
higher-education workshops 
and success coaching.

On the other hand, there 
could be even more to offer 
next year: insight from any 
incoming dental students who 
got inspired by what happened 
during this week. Because 
these students are already 
seeing themselves as part of  a 
community.

After the intraoral photogra-
phy clinic and just before the 
day ended, Bruner gathered 
students together in a circle. 
They went around one by one, 
each student saying something 
she was thankful for. And then 
they put their hands into the 
center and counted, “One. Two 
Three. Go, team!”

For more information on 
CCCC TRiO Student Support 
Services, visit www.cccc.edu/
trio/sss/. For more informa-
tion on CCCC Dental pro-
grams, visit www.cccc.edu/
curriculum/majors/dental/.

With students Afia Sarpong, left, and LeeAnn Lilly watching 
the monitor, CCCC dental hygiene clinical coordinator 
Macy Woods demonstrates how to position the camera to 
get digital images that dental professionals use to treat 
patients.

CCCC photo by Chip Pate

Danielle Bruner, left, helped introduce prospective students 
to careers in dental assisting and dental hygiene during the 
four-day Prep for Success Academy. One of the hands-on 
demonstrations was this intraoral photography session with 
academic coach Ashley Mullins and student Jenny Duke, at 
right, watching the process unfold.

CCCC photo by Chip Pate

Tara Rooks brings dance instruction back to 
Jordan-Matthews this fall

From JMArts

SILER CITY — Dance 
classes return to Jor-

dan-Mat-
thews High 
School this 
fall for the 
first time 
in decades, 
with Tara 
Rooks be-
ing named 

as the school’s new dance 
teacher.

As currently struc-
tured, the new faculty 
position will be shared 

with Chatham Central 
High School, with Rooks 
teaching both semesters 
in Siler City and Bear 
Creek.

Though this will be 
her first full-time facul-
ty position in schools, 
Rooks taught residencies 
for K-12 students over 
the past year as a danc-
er and instructor with 
Annex Dance Company 
in Charleston, S.C. Before 
that, she served as a 
dancer, choreographer or 
instructor with Burling-
ton (N.C.) Dance Center, 

West Virginia Dance 
Company and Infinite 
Dance Studios in Aus-
tralia.

She received her 
Bachelor of  Fine Arts in 
Dance Performance and 
Choreography in 2019 
from the University of  
North Carolina-Greens-
boro.

A native of  Lexington, 
S.C., Rooks describes 
herself  as a professional 
dancer with a passion for 
creating and performing. 
Her strength is in jazz 
and modern dance, she 

says, and that has been 
the focus of  her profes-
sional performance. But 
she also loves musical 
theater and is interested 
in incorporating Latin 
dance into the curricu-
lum.

“When I interviewed, 
I liked the feel of  [Jor-
dan-Matthews], and 
the idea of  building a 
program from the ground 
up is very exciting,” she 
said. “High school dance 
was where I got inspired 
to study dance in college 
and make it my career. I 

want to bring this vibrant 
option to [Jordan-Mat-
thews] students, especial-
ly those who’ve never had 
a chance to study dance. 
Maybe they can discov-
er a passion they never 
knew existed.”

JMArts President Rose 
Pate said this semester 
begins a new era for arts 
education at Jordan-Mat-
thews, with theater and 
dance classes returning 
for the first time in many 
years. It comes at a time 
when students have been 
showing a real passion 

for the arts.
“With the start of  the 

Dance Club last year, it 
was clear we had stu-
dents who are interested 
in learning more about 
this art form,” she said. 
“I’m very excited that Ms. 
Rooks will be joining the 
Jets family and getting 
our dance program off to 
a flying start.”

JMArts is a 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt, charitable 
organization providing 
what JM students need 
to succeed in dance, 
music, theater and visual 
arts. All money raised 
through individual do-
nations, admission fees, 
fundraising events and 
grants goes directly to 
providing performance 
showcases, educational 
opportunities, instru-
ments and supplies for 
students.

The nonprofit is best 
known for JMArts 
Scholars. Scholarships 
are awarded each year 
allowing returning 
JM students to pursue 
intensive study over 
the summer, usually at 
weeklong, residential 
workshops offered on 
university campuses. 
Other major projects 
include the school’s an-
nual musical, a variety 
of  public events and the 
New York Arts Adven-
ture, where eight stu-
dents travel to New York 
City for five days over 
spring break to experi-
ence the best in the arts 
and learn directly from 
several world-renowned 
professionals.

More information 
about JMArts, including 
a schedule of  all up-
coming arts events and 
information on member-
ship, is available online at 
JMArts.org.

Tara 
Rooks
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Trying to make sense of the county’s wastewater 
crisis — through the eyes of an expert

 Hal House, Chatham 21st host session examining reusing wastewater  
and biosolids for fertilizer and irrigation in farming

Halford (Hal) House spent 
his early days on a self-sus-
taining farm in eastern N.C., 
followed by years in various 
roles in academia and busi-
ness. Today, he’s a member of  
the Chatham County Wastewa-
ter Study Commission, and his 
work in the county has created 
and extended his passion for 
clean water.

He’ll help lead an informa-
tion session Monday evening 
entitled “Balancing the Risks 
and Benefits of  Agricultural 
Water Reuse.” It’ll be a presen-
tation and discussion about 
the benefits and challenges of  
reusing wastewater and biosol-
ids for fertilizer and irrigation 
in farming, and held from 6 to 9 
p.m. at CCCC’s Siler City cam-
pus, at 400 Progress Blvd. 

You can preregister at cha-
tham21st@gmail.com; Cha-
tham 21st has organized the 
event. Through Chatham 21st, 
House has advised and formed 
an alliance of  Chatham County 
neighbors committed to educa-
tion and advocacy for healthy 
sustainable growth. 

“Nothing was wasted on 
our 100-acre farm run by two 
mules and seven children,” 
House recalls from his child-
hood. “Drinking water came 
from a bucket dropped into 
an open well and a privy out 
back provided natural relief. 
When we upgraded to indoor 
plumbing, my grandfather still 
preferred the privy since he did 
not believe in putting waste in 
good drinking water.”

That thinking, he said, led to 
the Chatham County project 
that was the first reuse project 
in N.C. It uses plants to clean 
water and recycles it back 
into an office building to flush 
toilets. 

“Ultimately observing 
and trying to mimic how 
nature puts the sparkle back 
in smelly polluted water 
has been my guide,” House 
said. “Support from so many 
generous collaborators en-
abled me to provide critical 
pioneering development of  
nature-based solutions to pro-
viding clean water, its reuse 
and regulation. I have gained 
valuable knowledge through 
honest conversations with 
good people from all walks of  
life, especially my neighbors 
in Chatham County.”

House has multiple science 
and ecology degrees from N.C. 
State.

Here’s more from our 
extensive conversation with 
Hal House; a full version of  
the Q&A can be found at www.
chathamnewsrecord.com:

Chatham’s rapid growth (20% 
increase in residents since the 
2010 Census) has put demands on 
the county’s existing infrastruc-
ture. We’ve seen over the last 
couple of years the impact that’s 
had on water and wastewater 
systems in Pittsboro and Siler City. 
Add in the pollutants in drinking 
water sources, and you begin to 
get a feel for the challenge we 
have on our hands. Let’s start, 
though, with a look at Chatham 
21st – what does your organiza-
tion do and in what broad ways is 
it addressing those challenges? 

First, I want to say that I 
have been given both the plea-
sure and responsibility to serve 
as a member of  the Chatham 
Wastewater Study Commission 
(WWSC).Part of  our charge 
is to examine such issues and 
questions that you note within 
this interview. Therefore, it is 
very important to realize that 
any comments that I make 
during our conversation are 
mine and do not represent the 
opinions or knowledge of  the 
WWSC.

Chatham 21st is a commu-
nity organization begun in 
late 2021 by concerned neigh-
bors across eastern Chatham 
County. Before having a name, 
this group presented education 
meetings about wastewater 
treatment and its safe uses. 
We are working to expand our 
membership throughout Cha-
tham County by reaching out 
to people in all walks of  life. 

We figure you’re never too 
young or too old to advocate for 
improvements in water quality 

and reliable supply. 
Our priorities are to pro-

mote education and advocacy. 
Education for the community 
that defines the challenges of  
conserving and using our wa-
ter resources wisely through 
promoting comprehensive, fact 
and science-based information 
with a focus on the successful 
traditional and promising 
emerging technologies. And 
our members share a passion 
for advocacy on water issues 
at the local, state, and federal 
levels. 

Water, contrary to what some of 
us may think, isn’t an unlimited re-
source. Why is an understanding 
of water and the water cycle, and 
our use of water important?

As you suggest, how we 
view water is somewhat of  a 
puzzling contradiction, a para-
dox. Even though we can’t live 
without it and access to clean 
water has been declared a basic 
human right, we generally take 
it for granted.

We have evolved into a soci-
ety that relies on specialists to 
manage many aspects of  our 
lives, and we have lost import-
ant knowledge concerning the 
where and how of  water. Scien-
tists and engineers manage our 
water so well that we rarely 
need to think past turning the 
tap or flushing the toilet. 

This loss of  knowledge and 
the parallel denial of  personal 
responsibility create the ideal 
conditions for exploitation 
and/or system failure due to 
the lack of  oversight by the 
most important participant, 
the consumer of  the resource.

Much of your work has been 
devoted to studying wastewater 
treatment within Chatham County. 
Give us an overview of how that’s 
working now — and what happens 
when it doesn’t work so well … 

In general, wastewater 
management technologies 
used in Chatham have evolved 
to reliably address the scale 
of  growth and development 
demands. There is a wide 
range of  effective technologies 
for every stage of  growth but 
deciding what is appropriate 
during transitions is problem-
atic. 

Chatham County’s expressed 
goals are somewhat in conflict. 
There is interest in maintain-
ing rural character, promoting 

selective high-density growth, 
and achieving balanced tax 
revenues to include additional 
industrial sectors. Policy-mak-
ing that can achieve that goal 
in the presence of  intense 
financial and political forc-
es is daunting and dynamic 
depending on who holds the 
decision-making power.

We’ve reported and read lots 
about the problematic Briar Chap-
el wastewater treatment system 
and its spills. Is that isolated to 
just Briar Chapel?

I have seen similar situations 
around N.C. over what is a 
somewhat surprising span of  
time and of  economic condi-
tions. Problems have arisen in 
poor minority communities 
that are in the way of  local 
political interest and on to 
communities with significant 
financial means faced with the 
vagaries of  the prevailing gov-
ernment decision-making and 
management. Either case is a 
disservice to environmental 
justice and often an assault on 
the health of  the communities 
involved.

Due to the N.C. Legislature’s 
policy as expressed in 2013’s 
HB 74 focus on economic 
growth and development 
over environmental issues, 
clean water, and wastewater 
system compliance do not get 
the needed oversight. Water 
regulatory bodies have lost 
funding, employees, and insti-
tutional memory. They have 
also had their regulations 
altered to minimize control of  
water pollution. Therefore, it 
is likely that these conditions 
have limited the ability of  
regulatory bodies to provide 
needed oversight of  the prob-
lems at Briar Chapel and other 
communities due to a lack of  
personnel and support from 
state leadership.

Wastewater treatment sys-
tems that serve the communi-
ties of  Chatham and elsewhere 
are highly mechanical and of-
ten receive poor maintenance. 
It is normal for mechanical sys-
tems to break down at points in 
their lifetime, but they should 
be repaired quickly. 

What’s the solution to problem-
atic privately-owned Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTPs)?

Regardless of  whether a 
WWTP is privately or pub-

licly-owned, it must be well 
designed, installed, and main-
tained. 

We are fortunate to have an 
engineering community that 
designs with sound engineer-
ing practice, so design is rarely 
an issue. However, construc-
tion administration for very 
large and complex systems 
like, for example, the Briar 
Chapel WWTP, is a major chal-
lenge for engineering compa-
nies and may lead to a decrease 
in quality of  materials and 
their installation.

One of  the main limitations 
of  privately-owned systems 
is that their operation and 
maintenance are typically 
managed by a separate busi-
ness entity than the owner-
ship. Due to the economic 
pressure of  minimizing cost 
and maximizing profit, if  the 
maintenance entity lacks 
competition in their business 
sector, the results can be a 
lack of  preventive and routine 
maintenance. However, a 
privately-owned system with 
high quality operation and 
maintenance should operate 
as effectively as a public-
ly-owned system. The chosen 
technologies for both public 
and private approaches are 
selected based on the amount 
of  wastewater and treatment 
level required. Either ap-
proach is effective if  properly 
maintained. 

How’s Chatham doing as a 
county, and how are its municipal-
ities doing, in terms of handling 
wastewater? What could be done 
better on a governmental level, 
and on a private level?

Chatham County, through 
the Environmental Health 
Department, has responsibil-
ity for on-site septic systems 
that are largely dependent 
on soil conditions for proper 
operation. Chatham County 
has an effective program that 
provides clear options even 
though some of  the most lim-
iting soils exist over much of  
the county.

Chatham County can 
develop a Memorandum of  
Understanding in the future 
with the state regulatory 
entities to permit some degree 
of  oversight of  state regulated 
wastewater systems at the 
county level if  the state polit-
ical interests shift to environ-
mental protection.

Operation and maintenance 
can be improved by implement-
ing centralized monitoring and 
decentralized management 
for residential and communi-
ty wastewater systems. The 
process is much the same as 
employed by utilities that mon-
itor our electrical and Internet 
networks in real time and dis-
patch maintenance when there 
are operational problems. 

Management of  biosolids 
needs improvement since they 
are created at many sources 
and distributed to farmers and 
ranchers as free and safe. Dis-
tribution to a central location 
for processing to remove toxic 
chemicals and define their 
fertilizer content is needed for 
quality assurance and safety.

Odor control of  community 
wastewater treatment systems 
can be significantly improved 
by the implementation of  
simple strategies currently not 
utilized. For example, return 
of  treated irrigation water to 
the beginning of  the process 
decreases the creation of  nox-
ious sulfur gases. In addition, 
Chatham County can create a 
Nuisance Control Ordinance 
that would combine odor, 
lighting, and noise control as a 
part of  the current policy tool 
upgrades.

What do homeowners and 
users of these systems need to 
know?

This of  course relates to an 
earlier question. We must first 
realize that we are all a part of  
water supply and wastewater 
treatment systems through our 
everyday activities. Once we 
can acknowledge this, each one 
of  us can take effective actions 
to conserve water and to limit 
the extent and type of  pollut-
ants that we add to either sys-
tem. For homeowners, perhaps 
the most effective role is to 
learn about the wastewater or 
water supply technology that 
serves them and to monitor 
and report its reliability.

Your organization is planning 
a series of public presentations 
about Contaminants of Emerging 
Concern (CECs) and wastewater. 
What’s planned for those presen-
tations, and why should people 
consider attending?

Our first public forum is en-
titled: “Balancing the Risk and 
Benefits of  Agricultural Water 
Reuse.”

The forum will include 
presentations and discus-
sions about the benefits and 
challenges of  reusing treat-
ed wastewater in Chatham 
County. For agriculture, the 
reclamation and reuse of  
water and the fertilizer value 
within it can play a major role 
in addressing the high cost of  
fertilizer and providing water 
supply assurance during 
drought.

Another segment of  the 
forum focuses on Contami-
nants of  Emerging Concern of  
which Forever Chemicals, or 
PFAS , the highly toxic fluori-
nated chemicals that build up 
in our bodies and never break 
down in nature are one type. 
According to the Environmen-
tal Working Group, “Today, 
nearly all Americans, includ-
ing newborn babies, have 
PFAS in their blood and more 
than 200 million people may be 
drinking PFAS-tainted water.” 
Emerging research indicates 
that Forever Chemicals are 
linked to a variety of  cancer 
and endocrine disruptions as 
well as increased cholester-
ol levels, decreased vaccine 
response in children, and 
increased risk of  high blood 
pressure or pre-eclampsia in 
pregnant women.

We will provide three 
presentations: 1) Overview 
and evaluation of  the use of  
reclaimed water for agricul-
ture in the United States and 
its potentials for Chatham 
County; 2) Potential challeng-
es of  “Chemicals of  Emerging 
Concern” within reclaimed 
water and biosolids for ag-
ricultural use; 3) Intriguing 
options for management of  
Forever Chemicals in agricul-
ture, communities and homes.

CHATHAM CHAT | CHATHAM 21ST & WASTEWATER
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CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By

Musicals 
& Plays 

for ages 6-18

NEW Theater Classes
• Sing Broadway Songs• Improv
• Int./Adv. Acting

 
 
 
                                                            Downtown Siler City          

OLD NORTH STATE  
                 INSURANCE SERVICES  919-742-3422 

Insurance = 
Peace of Mind

We seek the best coverage for the 
best price for your way of life
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A personal twist  
on bistec y arroz

When the Hispanic popula-
tion got large enough in our 
area to support markets, my 

town started 
getting gro-
cery stores 
which cater 
to them and 
carry many 
foods that are 
impossible 
to find in 
regulation 
American su-
permarkets.

I was 
thrilled.

All of  the wonderful, deli-
cious ingredients that I remem-
bered from my time in Puerto 
Rico were there, the sort of  
ingredients that make one’s 
dishes smell and taste like my 
memories of  my time on that 
amazing island.

I was able to introduce all 
of  those flavors and aromas to 
The Kid. Much to my delight, 
my child was as passionate 
about the new foods as I have 
always been.

Maybe it was genetics, or 
maybe it was just the fact that 
Puerto Rican food has the best 
ethnic food on the globe (Cu-
ba’s a close second, but those 
black beans of  theirs don’t 
come close to the red beans, or 
habichuelas rosadas that are 
eaten in Puerto Rico).

So, I shopped in these stores.
The spices, the canned goods, 

the marinades, and the glori-
ous produce.

The fruit and vegetables 
were as gorgeous, ripe, and 
tasty as gourmet grocers, but 
about half  the price.

And, their meat depart-
ments are manned with real 
butchers, which means all the 
meats are cut fresh and not 
cut, pre-packaged, frozen, and 
shipped in.

I discovered one of  the great-
est cuts of  meat for a quick, 
delicious dinner.

It’s called flap steak.
From Wikipedia: “Flap 

steak, or flap meat is a beef  
steak cut from the obliquus 
internus abdominis muscle of  
the bottom sirloin. It is gen-
erally very thin, fibrous, and 
chewy, but flavorful, and often 
confused with both skirt steak 
and hanger steak.”

It’s also known as bottom 
sirloin butt.

You must cook it quick and 
hot, then slice it against the 
grain or you will be faced with 
the toughest, chewiest piece 
of  beef  you’ve ever unhappily 
placed into your gob. The dog 
might eat it, but even he’ll have 

a time chewing it.
It makes delicious sandwich-

es and it’s wonderful for soups 
and tacos.

The only bad part about the 
steak is when I first discovered 
it, it ran about $1.99/pound. 
And then, folks discovered this 
wonderful cut of  meat and it 
became popular.

All of  this popularity came 
at a price; it runs about five 
bucks a pound now.

So, not only am I giving you 
a great tip, I’m also risking the 
price going up some more.

This great personal sacri-
fice is all for you, my Gentle 
Reader.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.

com.
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DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Brown Rice Patties
1 ½ cups traditional brown rice
3 cups water
2 teaspoons salt pinch pepper
2 tablespoons butter
Place rice, water, salt, and 1 tablespoon of butter into a 

saucepan with a tight-fitting lid. Cook on medium high. 
When it comes to a boil, reduce heat to medium-low, cover, 
and cook until the rice is tender and all the water has 
cooked in (approximately 35-45 minutes).

Leave pot covered and let it sit off the heat until the rice has 
cooled.

At this point, you can refrigerate up to overnight. Just 
microwave for a minute or so until the rice is no longer 
hard and can be worked with.

Heat a skillet on medium and add the other tablespoon 
of butter. Once the butter has melted, add the rice and 
spread out into a thin, even cake about Ð inch thick.

Cook on low until the first side is browned (around 30-45 
minutes).

Flip and cook the other side until browned.
Slide onto a large plate and slice for service.

 
Peas

1 1/2 cup frozen baby peas
1 tablespoon fresh dill or thyme, chopped finely

2 tablespoons butter
1/2 cup water

Add everything except fresh herbs to a lidded saucepan and cook on medium low until the peas are hot.
Remove lid and let water cook off.
Take off heat and stir in fresh herbs.
 

Flap Meat
1 pound flap meat, cut into very thin slices
2 tablespoons butter

Salt and pepper

Right before service, get a large skillet crazy, smoking, screaming hot. Also, place a plate in the oven which is just turned 
to warm.

Season the beef. Melt 1 tablespoon in the skillet and place slices in to pan, don’t crowd them or they will steam instead of 
brown. Cook for about 15 seconds and flip, cooking the other side.

Remove from skillet and put on plate in oven. Cook the rest of the slices in the same way.
Place a slice of the rice cake on the bottom of the plate. Pile wiw th slices of steak. Add peas in an attractive manner. 

Optional, place a piece of the fresh herbs on top for decoration.
Serves 4.

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Flap meat, well-prepared.

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

If you are considering a move, we’re here ready to help! 
The spring market is here and now is the time to prepare.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com
919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com
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$5,000
CDL Drivers get a

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

4 4 1 1  W  G A T E  C I T Y  B L V D .  |  G R E E N S B O R O  |  N C
8  A M  -  5  P M  |  M O N D A Y  -  F R I D A Y

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

sign-on bonus


